543 Tine Street
Johnstown, Pa.
Sept. 9, 1947 MCH MM

Er, J. J. Forbes

U, 5. Dept. of the Interior
Buresu of ¥ines

¥apshington, D, C,

Dear Hr, Torbes:

Sudject: Gasoline explosion, strip mine
operation, Sept. 5, 1947.
Punxsutawney, Fe.

On September 8, 1947, the writere investignted an explosion of a gesoline
tank ceused by & fire i{n & power-shovel. The explosion occurred at e strip
mine employing 34 men and operated by Ceorge Yoxtheimer, located mear inits,
Jefferson County, Pennsylvanis. The explosion ocecurred about 2:30 p.m. onm
Septenber 5, 1947, and csueed second and third degree burns %o twelve employees.
Two of the victims have died, end four are in criticsl condition and are rot
expected to survive. The condition of the other victins was ziven gs serious.
The hospital authorities would not permit gquestioning of the victims,

The victims of the explosion are: Stanley ¥agner, Shovel Operator,
Anita, Pa.; David Hottern, Tractor Cperator, Erookville, Pn,.; Gusta Hiller,
¥plder, Punxsutawn Pa.; Harold Knrg;{ § kKan, Anita, Pa.; Mervin Geer
‘k‘:xactoi' Operator, g{ta. $r.; Borman 1'-, gﬁg, }%gssiter? Pa.;'Hicholas '
Guzzo, Ciler, Funxsutawvney, Pa.; Ceorge E. Merwin, Tractor Cperstor, Big Runm,
Pa.; Sidney ¥errill, Tractor Operstor, Big Run, Fa.; Budolph Laidlg, Tracter
Cperstor, Punxsutawnay, Pr,; Lloyd Drocious, Mechanic, Punxsutavney, P=.; Ynde
Depn, Mechenic, Punxsutswney, Po.

Kegars, Custa Killer and ¥ade Depp died shortly after the eoxplosion,

Direct testimony could not be obiained beczuse all nersons involved were
hospitalized. The {nformrtion obtained was given by a ¥r. ¥iller, sirip
foreman, and ¥r, J, J, Hoyer, supsrintemndent. Fr, Hiller was nsar the power-
shovel when the oiler (Beir) jumped out of the shovel with his clothes aflare.
¥r., Killer and snother emrloyee extinguished the diler's burning clothes. Fr,
Moyer arrived on the scene after the explosion occurred and assisted in caring
for the victire,

~ The power-shovel was shut down and fueled with 75 gallons of reguler motor
gasoline, after which the cller proceeded tooll eand grease the shovel. About
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40 minutes after the smt-dowm, the oiller jumped out of the rear entrence of
the shovel in flemes, Several other employees in the immediste vicinity started
to fight the fire in the rear portion of the shovel with cerbon-tetrachloride
fire extinguishere which were obtained from nearby equipment. About eight
l-quart eize extinguishers were emptied, but smsll fires still burned bemeath
the gasoline engine and in the chein-drive case.. Shortly sfter, s service
truck with additional extinguishers srrived, and as attempts were being made to
extinguish the fire, the gasoline tank exploded throwing flaming gasoline for
sbout 140 feet, enveloping the men who were within about 40 feet of the shovel.
The side of the shovel on which the gascline tank was mounted was demoliehed.
The gaosoline tank was torn loose from its mounting except for one steel upright
vhich ves twisted by the force of the explosion, and was in such a position
thet the tank rested on the front of the shovel at the base of the boom. Other
equipment was not damanged because it had been moved to a safe distence vhen
the fire was discovered,

Evidence as to the probable cause of the ignition could not be obtained
from en inspection of the damaged power-shovel becmuse parts hed been removed
and repair work was started,

A theory sdvenced by Messrs., Miller and Hoyer ass to the probeble ceouse of
the ignition wes that the oiler was using gasoline (a weekly procedure) to clean
the mpachinery in the vicinity of a storsge battery. The battery was used to
operate the stsrter, and that the fumes were ignited by sparks produced by a
short cirecult in the wiring or by the metel battery cover contacting the terminals
of the hettery.

Kessrs. Miller and Hoyer discounted the possibility thet the oiler (Bair)
might have been smoking because he was not an haditual smoker. Although "Fo
Smoking® signs were not poated, they stated that sll employees were instructed
not to smoke while handling gamoline and other flammable liquide,

Information regarding the cmuse of the ignition may be obtained only when
Mr, Horman Bair, oiler, and others are recovered sufficlently to be questioned,

Respectfully submitted,
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