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14 URE KILLER
BY BIG BLAST
III I VIRGINIA
22 Workers Are Hospitalized

By Catastrophe.

BUILDINGS ARE WRECKED

Pupils In School 500 Feet
Away Are Injured By Force

Of Explosion.

WELCH. W. Va., Jan. 15.—(/P)—Thirteen men were
killed and another died sub¬
sequently in a hospital, while
more than 200 escaped to¬
day in the most unusual
catastrophe recorded in a
century of coal mining in
West Virginia.

Twenty-two additional men work¬
ing deep inside the Havaco No. 9
mine of the New River Pocahontas
Consolidated Coal company were in¬
jured in an explosion which was
so great that it wrecked buildings
in the immediate area.

School children in a building 500
feet away were injured by flying
glass. Five women and children in
the company grocery store were
taken to a Welch hospital for treat¬
ment of various injuries resulting
from the terrific blast.

Thirteen of the 14 known victims
apparently were killed outright,
while Luther Tolley. 34. of Havaco.
died several hours later in Grace
hospital.
267 MEN AT WORK.

Five of the 22 injured men were
discharged after treatment and re¬
turned to the mouth of the wreck¬
ed shaft.

Company officials reported that
267 men were at work when the
deep rumble first warned the disas¬
ter-wise section that a blast had oc¬
curred.

The '•miracle” aspect of the ex¬
plosion was that with so many in
the blast area, so few were killed
or injured. In most catastrophes of
this kind, seldom do more than a
few of the trapped come out un¬
scathed.

Within an hour after the blast, the
first survivors walked out unassist¬
ed up an emergency stairway which
somehow remained intact although
th4 "head house’' of the opening and
the tipple were destroyed.

All through the day as the fam¬
iliar disaster crowd of relatives,
nurses, and others assembled arouno
or within the roped-off area, work-
ers continued to emerge from the
wrecked workings.
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