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Rescue Crews
Work Relays
At Sunnyside

ith seven others injured and in a

ing an explosion i the Sunnyside No. 1 mine

Fuel Company yesterday at 3:12 pm.
Eighty-seven-men-of.-the-

e workers
| Gthers escaped desth by crawiing on thels bellies
| thepitch dark and smoking I

heads wrapped. in thlr eets
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By T. L. Connon
News Editer, The Deseret News
- SUNNYSIDE—The toll stood at 23 Utah miners dead

ospital today follow=
‘the Utah.

day. shift._had.
stacked their tools and were stating thel ourney to the
mine partal an home when the explosion was touched.
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1945 Sunnyside mine disaster
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Explosion - -

(Continued From Page One)

only that the disaster resulted
from a “gas ignition, cause un-
known.”  He expressed the
belief that probably half of
the dead were killed “by vio-
Ience” that 1s, the force of
| the terrific concussion re- |
sulting from the biast; and that
the rest appeared to have died
of poisoning by monoxide gas,
the fumes resulting from the
flash explosion.

He said the rock dusting of
the entire workings, the process
which guards against explosion
of coal dust, appeared to have
kept the blast from going
throughout the mine, resulting in
scores more casualties.
““Theére appeared 1o be no-evi:
dence of “black damp,” a non-
explosive but deadly carbon di-
oxide gas which sometimes re-
sults -from improper mine ven-
tilation.

The injured men were rush-
ed to the hospital at Drager-
ton, less than a mile from Sun-
nyside, where Dr. F. V. Co-
lumbo, resident surgeon, as-
sumed charge. At the porlal,
Dr. C. W. Judd of the Sunny-
| side mine and Dr. E. V. Long
of Castle Gate met the rescue

crews with their shrouded
stretchers, and turned back
the blankets only to ascertain
that the victims were beyond
help.

The dead were taken to the
Mifchell and the Wallace Mor-
tuaries in Price after identifi-
cation had been made.

Directing efforts of rescue
crews within the mine were
Fritz Nyman, general mine su-
perintendent, and Carl Wester-
berg, Sunnyside project man-
ager,  assisted by Archie Mor-
rison and Jim Thorpe, mine su-
per nts of the i
and Castle Gate properties.

Most of the major coal mines
of the county remained closed
today as the reaction to the shock
of yesterday’s tragedy increased.
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