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12 Miners Die
In Entombed Coal
Mine; 6 Survive

Tragedy Strikes Three
' Point Coal Mine Near
Harlan, Ky.

By WILLARD YARBROUGH

HARLAN. Ky. Sept. 17—#—
Six coal-smeared miners emerged
alive last midnight from tragedy-
struck Three Point mine after a
12-hour entombment caused by an
explouiun that dealt sudden death

their twelve com;

ered at one tunnel entrance and
nine others lylng closely together
not many feet a
Thi ree '!re ll)\md first more
than a mile from the main mine
entrance

. Beyond this group. al-
most a mile further back in 12-left
tunnel. were the six men who bar-

ided themselves against the
dnﬂﬂ.ln] black damp in their fight
for life.

The six survivors came out on
motor trams, smiling broadly and
with molst eves their unspoken ap-
preciation for their rescue by crews
of tireless miners who worked nn|
clock around to fight through the

poison to their cell.

Porhose llber-m-l told a story of
calmness an lent prayers, inter-
mixed wll.h iﬁll and jokes to keep
their spirits soaring. “We knew
they'd get to us in time,” was the
way their spokesman put it upon
‘emergence.

children,
Charles Bailey, father of five,

Ca Ky.
Shelley Farley, Three Point.
g Faul Helton, father of three chil-
n, Three Point.

i
Hom‘r Olbwn‘. with seven

mu- BIann. Molus,

were given oxygen and first
aid at the mine foreman's office.

an icade systems. Bryson is
safety director of the Harlan Coun-
ty 1 Dptr‘l'mrl .llﬂt.ilunn

officials said the explosion|
-wmuh:d through 12-left shaft at
9 a day, two hmm -nzr
the 200 ‘miners v

T mind epﬂdl ill
ers were digging l dh
er chanfiels of the big mlnrﬂ °
Pruitt, one of those saved, doused
himself in the dressing room
lhower a few minutes llher breath-
esh air.
Wc all decided m barricade our-

pretty bad toward the last, but
hrldldnul hope that the renu;:

perience in the Ken-

e mud
“Our bunch was about 700 feet
jway. It just sounded like some-
thing had fened us,” Farley
nid as a kllow miner rubbed
back.

p on
"Wl lived on whn lmle air
there was, each of rching
around the walls for lir pock&tx
“We found

us was scared a bit and lhut.l. W I
could have ke h:ld out 15 hours 1on¢f|
al

if Some
littie and some. “said we'd bett
we got out of this. Ie.r #
“But we jdu:d too and kem Innl:~
ing for more air pockets.
Farley, who has two sons in Ihl

18-year-old son, Edwlm wh
in the village. Going to the mine

Three Point Mining CurrpurlUun a

selves in the room. The air lol 1

Illl:ky ﬂeldx lliﬂ the blast didn't
make noi i

farvice, lopked mighty sood i his| ,
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