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CORONER BEGINS
INQUEST OF MINE
DISASTER TODAY

Redding and Ramsell
Give Testimony
%o Jury

e sl s 2
TO CALL OTHERS
pa W
Steinheiser in Charge

of Questioning
Witnesses

. s (e
Lawrence J, Redding of Indiana,
superintendent of the McIntyre mine
and Charles R 11, mine for
were the first witnesses called by
Dr. Edward L. Pleming, Indiana
County coroner, this mprning as the
inquest inlo the deaths of the seven
miners killed in the recent explo-
sion near McIntyre got under way.

Dr. Fleming turned the question-
ing over to George Steinheiser of
Indlana, who is chalrman of the In-
spectors Commissioft that has been
investigating the June 30 disaster in
conjunction with the United States
Department of Mines, Among those
who assisted him this morning were
Dennis J. Keenan of Barnesboro and
M. W. Thomas of Windber, members
of the commission,

Redding, who has been superin-’
tendent at McIntyre for over four
years, testified that the Keat No. 2
mine where the jil-fated explosion
took place was not known as’a “gas
mine,” Gas was, however, reporied
on one occasion last January or
¥February and on June 23 before a
third report early in the mornipg of
June 30, the day of the blasty, ¢

Presence of the gas in the 3 Nérth
hsading was reported to Redding ont
June 23, but he testifed that he

stood from Ramsell .that ar-

undey :
ranganents had béen :psd‘gmo next
day. uﬁmut ;ra!na ﬂ-@%
hall, hd%ever, made no teport to
superior ofcials becatse bf hid truat’
in Ramsell's ability to handle the
matter.

At 6:08 on the morning of June 30,
he testified, he had been Informed
by J. Wilmer Kinter of Homer City,
the fire boss, that gas had been de-
tected in two rooms the 7 right 3
North section, He said that the sec-
tion had been fenced off and that a
danger sign had been posted,

Redding instructed the dispalcher,
Oscar Peters, to inform Ramsell of
this fact and then went to another
section of the mine because of “my
confld that R 1l could take
care of the situation.” For the same
reason, he said, he did not once
again make any report of the gas o
his superiors.

A danger sign had been placed at

See INQUEST
Continued on Page Two
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mated this levy would yleld $7.-
000,000,

e estimated that the
new individual Incoine sur-ta.
would produce $1,152,000,000 of the
new revenue and that $1,322.900,-
000 of the balance would come from
corporations. The higher estate and
gift taxes were counted on to yield
about $151,800,000 and new or high-
er excise levies on almost two-
score commodities or services for
the remalaing $902,400,000.

About 300,000,000 of the individual
income tax revenue was estimated
to result from a provision of the
measure requiring that husbands
and wives with separate incomes
maka joint returns.

In boosting the corporation tax-

a short while later when Ramsell
took the witness chalr. The sign
wog removed by Eimer McGee, as-
sistant mine foreman who was one
of the seven killed by the explo-
slon, he scmitted, after the 1iwo
men had made an Invesiigation of
the heading where the gas had
been reporied.

While hs was inspecling rooms
48, 50 anJ 52, Rarasell went on,
McGee lerr to make tests of
cther rooms, including 42 and 44
where the blast took place. McGee
reported back to Ramsell that the
rooms weis in safe condition and
the sign was ordered to be re-
1emoved. The mina foreman left
that section of the mine about 8 a.
m, just as the men were going in.
The occurred  approxi-

es, the

chlefly on excess profits, Liking the
rates which now raige from 25 to
50 per cent to 35 to 80 pér cent and
revamping the method of comput-
ing such profits.

It also voted to impose surtaxes
of five per cent on the first $28,000
of taxable Income and six per cent
on all over that figure.

Outstanding among the excise tax-
es on goods and services were a
proposed $5 annual use tax on all
passenger automobiles, alrplanes
and yachts less than 28 feet long;
$25 annually on coin operated
amusement and gambli devices
such as slot and pin-ball machines:
a seven per cent tax, double the
present levy, on the sale of new au-
tomobiles; and 10 per cent retail
sales taxes on ftollet preparations,
including cosmetics, jewelry and
tur:

8.
The tax on liquor was boosted §1
a gallon.

A —
FOOD STAMPS

(Continued from page one)

proposed, it was estimated that the
shares for the three counties would
be: Indlana $20,000; Somerset, $20,-
000; and Cambria, $35,000, Only $50,-
000 of the $78,000 has'been needed,
however, and it is likely that the
shares of the counties will be re-

mately 15 minutes later,

After heering the testimony of
the two men, Coroner Fleming
called » rhort rocess. Nearly 20
other ' witnesses, including many of
the workers who escapeg from the
!ll-fated hending, are scheduied to
be heard Lefore the inquest is com-
pleted.

A sixemop jury was called for
the Inquest Its membery were
Charles Meical?l of Indiana, elec-
trical mine inspector of the Clear-
field Bituiuinous Coal Corporation,
foreman; Richard Hancock of Cly-
mer, retired mine foreman; John
Steele of Clymer, an -employe of
the C. B. C.; S. T. McMillen, retired
mine foreman; Lewls Clark of In-.
diana, ex-county scmmissioner; and
Jemes Pease, relired mine fore-
man

ITALIAN

ROME, July 24.—(#)—Tha Italian
High Command reported today that
Fascist warplanes and naval units
had sunk a "large unidentified Brit-
ish warship,” a destroyer and two
munition-laden steamers in attacks
on a convoy in the western Medi-
terranean.

The ltanans aiso reported (they
had torpedoed a 10,000-ton cruiser
of the Southampton class and an-
other 8,000-ton crulser, and” said a

a cruiser, a

duced pi

The food stamp plan went into
operation in the tri-county area
March 25 It is still, however, run-
ning somewhat “below par”, partly
because necessary certifications for
par of WPA mp.
hl\e never been received.

The reason for this delay, it s
understood, lg not mechanical, but
rather the fact that WPA officials
are awaiting establishment of the
statewide lond stamp plan before

large steamer and Anm.hur umdmn-
fied ship had been damaged by
aerial bombs.

Seven British planes were shot
down during the operations, a com-
munique said, while three Itallan
planes were reported missing. Crews
of other Fascist planes were said to
have returned wounded.

The sction was said to have begun
at dawn yesterday when Italian
scouting planes spotted the heavily-
convoy moving in an

system
for their abln employees. This
matter is expected to be under con-
sideration also at tomorrow’s meet-
ing-

REVLOC

(Continued from page one)

ting coal, cutting timbers and mak-
ing repairs. These men are then
asked to do this work on Saturdays
and Sundays. He claims that the
company takes this action so as not
to permit men to work a 35-hour
fve-day week. )
L. F. Ciouse, senersl superin-
tendent 3t the company, said that
there is nothing in the contract
with the wnion which prohibits the
company from requesting men to
work on these days without paying
time and one-half for overtime.

“These practices have been In |,

effect all over the Unlted States
for many years. It & mine operat-
ing nearly 1200 men, it is
impractical to muke repairs or
move equipment othar then on Sat-
urdays and Sundays, when coal l
rarely cut”

This work, sccording to Brown,
could easily bs done Curlirg the
week, “but the ¢ mpany seeks to
zvoid this 90 s not to have to pay
time and cne-half for over time In
Saturdsys snd Bundays"

A miner, it Is understosd, may
not clalm this time and one-half
:Ay until he has worked his tive

ca  with s recent
ment, negotiations can not be
held until the mincrs h.vn teturn-
#d 10 work “This means,” Crouse
taid today, “ihat the first step has
to ba up 17 the miners before any-
thing cur be done to reach a solu-
tion ta thy problem "

INQUEST
(Continued from pql one)

the heagun, uih-lph.by the Are
bota, § said. but he

know whe had removed it
the men entered on the of
the sxplosion. The power to remaove
it, he #aid. lay with the mine fore-

The ansner to this questios came

easterly direction. Fascist torpedo-
carrying planes were said 1o have
moved at once to the attack, "dgly-
ing imposing anti-aircraft reaction”
and numerous fghting planes sent
up from an aircraft carrier.

In a running Aght that apparently
lasted most of the day, one steamer
of 15,000 tons and another of 10,000
tons were reported to have blown
up after belng struck by aerial tor-
pedoes.

Also struck by aerial torpedces
during this phase of the engagement,
the war bulletin said, were a 10,000-
ton cruiser of the Southampton type,
and an 8,000-ton crulser.

“Bombed and hit," the High Com-
mand added, “were a battleship, a
cruiser, m desiroyer, a steamer of
heavy tonnage and ancther unspeci-
fed unit."

After dusk [tallan light naval
units were reported lo have joined
e assault upon the convi

Fascist torpedo boats wera
with sinking “a la unspecified

getting away and returned to their
bases with very sl
communique said. “Rescue of sur-
Vivors of the sunken enemy ships is
under way."

RUSSIANS

MOBCOW, July 34. (— German
bombars, attacking in relays for
fve and one-halt hours, subjecied
this city to its third successive noc-
tupnal  bombardment during the
night, but today the Russians brand
&d the rald—lke its predessors—a
failure.

No change in %he Aghting front
was Indicated by the Russians, an
afterncos communigue saying stub-
born sngagements continued during
the night in the directions of Pork-
hov, Polotsk-Nevil, Smolensk and
Zhitomir. The Red wmir forcs wus
cradited with bombing German mo-
tor units and alrflalds.

Though wwﬂhulcl: 180 plyaes
were sstimaled to have taken pact

g

did wot | in the sssqult on the ca lll.wlhu
Lo i mal:r'1

OureH
penstrated the eyrtain of mnl Iun|
up by anti-aucraft defenses and
‘wm« no military objectives had

Deen
Some casuaslues wers ackmow-
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