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COLUMBUS, O., April-4 (UP) — A slate highway depariment crew J
Offlcials of the State Department of | Under Lorin Boyd, of Dover, helped | 1
Indusiria]l Relatlons started {oday | farmers rescuo slock from  tho| I
to sift toslimony taken in tho in-| Wrecked barns. t
vestigation of the Willow _Grove TR SR
mine explosion and prepare o re- 'NQUEST BE’NG tl‘
port on Ohio’s worst mine calastro- X
phe In recent years for Governor HELD ’N DEATH ¥
John W. Bricker, :

The lnvnstlg‘utlon. condjucied by OF ADVENTURER 9
George A. Strain, direclor of indus- =K, 1
wrial relations, will seek to fix Lhe %EBALLOS, B. €., Apill 4 (UP) #
cause of tho oxplesfon that Look 72 g

llves March 16 and make recom-
mendations to prevent accldents.

A dozen Ohio mine Inspectors
and a number of oMelals of Lhe
Hanna Coal Co., operators of the
Willow Grove mine, testified at the
hearings that were concludéd here
vesienday after prellminary inquir-
les were made al tha sceno of the
explosion.

There was o difference of opin-
jon ns to the caufe of tho primary
-exploslon, Most of the men ex-
pressed the bollel that a powder
box exploded first and then set off
further oxplosions of coal dust,

A number of the mine Inspectors,
however, were of the opinlon (Lhat

An Inquest wad scheduled toduy in
n little cabin on Vernon lake whore
Jamey Ryckman, 66, starved to
('IJ:LIh. and Lloyd Coombs, 27, near
Ltho same deuath, shot himself.
After the Inquest, their Thodles

*will ho flown here for burial,

They left o dlary that told of the
ngony of slow starvation and the
torrentlal raing that prevented them
Ifrom hunting and fishing for food
affer their supplies were gone. It
hegan Nov. 26; ended March 17,
the day Ryckmap died and Coombs
commitied suiclde.

Desldes tho diary, they left an
epltaph serawled In fungus on the
door of the eabin.
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Sevoral lnspnctém expressed the
opinfon that an over-charge of
blasting powder sent a flamo slioot-
ing into a room and that the flame
exploded tho coal dust,

R. L. Ireland Jr.,, of Clevelond,
preeident of the coal company, tes-
tifled that he was convinced [rom,
his own examinatlon of the explos-
lon that tho blast originated in a
powder .box and that {t did not re-
gult from a routine blast of powder.

“It 1s difcult to glve a loglcal

53| reason why it should have occurred
t| In tho powden box but by a procdus
g | ot eliminatlon that seems the most
is | Mkely place,” Ircland said.

e He suid that the Instrument that

touched off the powder might have
been & lighted match, a clgaret, o
tarn piece of blasting papor, a fall

simllar mishap.

Ireland sald that the force of the
explosion would have been cur-
tailed considerably ¢ the mjne had
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1t of ccal that struck a mateh or some
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-| been treated by the process known
v-| ag vock -dusting, This is the spray-
ty| ing of the floor, walls and roofs of

workings with rock dust to neu-

accidentally while he was getting
over o fence near hero. He was go-
ing erow: hunting.

tralize the explosive potentialities
of coal dust.

. “Hind sight has shown us (hat
morn rock dusiing would have becn
advisable,” he sald.

He revoaled that the company
had orderod a new rock dusting ma-
chine but that it had not been de-
liverod when tho explosion oe-
cuvred., i

Richard MeCGee, mine Inspector
In the Belmont county district, tes-
tifled that ho had recommended
more extensive Tock dusting in the
nine and that he bad conferred
with mine officialy on the purchase
of o machine a short time betore
the explosion.

McGea told of the rescue work at
tho mine and explained that the
lives of 68 Miners were saved be-
causo he insisted that the stricken
area be shut off from the ventilat-
Ing clrcuit so that carbon monoxide
fumes would not be forced into the
sections where men were still

working, = o
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