August 27, 1940; Bates No. 2 Mine, Bates, Ark.; 10 Killed

(From Bureau of Mines report, by G. M. Kintz and J. B. Hynal)

The mine had been operated by various leasers for years, and at this
time a longwall method was being used. About 5:35 p. m. the 10 men
in the mine on night shift were killed by an explosion; 7 in the 2d east
died in their places; 3 from the west longwall traveled 600 feet before
being overcome. Heat was evident in most of the open sections below
the overcast on the main slope. The mine is damp, and 6 feet of clay is
brushed along the floor of the entries so that dust entered into the
explosion only to a limited extent. Damage to the mine was minor,
some wooden brattices and props being knocked out. The bodies were
recovered in fresh air without help.

Gas from feeders cut by a cutting machine at the face of 2d east entry
was ignited by an arc caused by shutting off the machine or by the
flame of a match (fig, 105, p.155). The mine was known to be gassy, but
open-type machines were used, and shots were fired with fuse after the
shift was out. Smoking materials and matches were found on some of
the victims.
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Figure 105.—Map of explosion area, Bates mine, Bates, Ark., August 27, 1940.
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