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T0 POWDER 0VERCHARGE

Report Is Made B .
United States Bu- Amateur Go

reau of Mines Fol-

lowing Probe of Dl.nner At

"Pittston Township

Accident Which
Caused Death of
Ten Men and Injury
To Six.

The United States bureau
of mines re%orted in Washing-
ton today that an overcharge
of blasting powder was the
probable cause of a gas explo-
sion which caused the deaths
of ten men and injuries to six others
in the Butler slope of the Volpe Coal
Company, Pittston township, Juna2

The report added, however, “There
were other poulble sources of igni-
tion of the gas in the area at-the
time of the explosion.”

The bureau found that an accumu- |
lation of ’u resulted from a dis-
ruption o ventilation due to a
“squeeze” in an adjacent portion of
the mines.

The bureau stated that an over-
charge of F lletbﬁwder which is a
form of black ting powder, ap-

ntly was fired from the power
ine by a miner, who was found dead
in the gangway at®the foot of the
ehlmber in which the blasting was
The bu.rnu added that the
m:lel powder not approved for
to which it was put at the

time of the explosion.

Can Not Unders Report.

At the o United Mine
Workers of ere this nner-
noon, it was that pellet
der, w e name for nck
powder fu hy one of the

is considered

:‘vl can not under-
said, the report of the
United States bureau that “pellet
wder is not approved for the usc
which it was put at the time of
the explosion.” It was stated by of-
ficers of the union that black pow-.
der is used in practically all mines
of the district for the blasting down Y
of coal and that in the Butler slope, M. (MIKE) LAWLE
as in other mines of the refton. the (1T 19 RUHORED W&
charge is exploded eleptrically, a WILL 500N START

power line be g used to furnish the CHAS \Nor THE L(TTUE
& "juicc " An employe at ,
the Butler sl also said this m-

ernoon that pe let powder is a
missible explosive there and tha |ll
blasts are lccomplilhed through the
use of electricity.

R&pr-cuhtlvu of the United

States ‘bureau of mines were among
the first on the scene following the
explogion, which occurred about 10

ock on the morning of June 2
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ES VOLPE DISISTER
ONDER OVERCHARGE

_ (Contluued frém Page 3)

_and brought an ambulance,
m..md safety equipment,
V] representative worked
eol “ wlth the state mine
"“ llminary inves-
jon saster and later
oﬂ into a separate probe.
jevernor Sent Son To Scene,

x’ib tly after the explosion, Gov.
tge H. Earle sent his son,
to the scene to make an in-
on and when his report was
the governor named a spe-

""', the eagploslan and to in-
jgate safety conditions in gen-
‘hout the anthracite field,
‘has ever been made by
“which. comprises M. J,
f . state secretary of mines;
"ﬁ’ wator Leo C. Mundy and
4 al Guy K. Bard, It
'ff*‘ lnnounced on several oc-
T h blic hearings would
id but to date none has been
jor any date set for them.
ywing the naming of the com-
gident M. J. Kosik of the
» Workers sent a request
gvernor Earle that a representa-
g he union or some other
mlm worker be added to
' Mr, Kosik sajd yes-
t his cst was never
uft a report from
le thlt he had placed

m from the Wilkes-Barre |}

-~ mission to investigate the |
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