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CROWDS MILL ABOUT
NTBANCE TO MINE

DUBOIS, 'Pq-
State Police and i hw-y pn.rol-
men had their hands full today
keeping in check the crowds of
curious persons who milled

‘| around  the elm-ante of the

Northwestern Mining ‘and Ex-

“hange Company mine at nearby |
Kramer where two explus}om

killed nine men Saturday.
In direct contrast with scenes
so familiar with mine disasters,

only a few persons were on hand |

for quite some time after the
explosions, Word of the blasts
did not spread until late Sunday.

VR ISISTER PACEE
: ]f.‘-‘"’i't.'*’y STHNTS TONORAOH,

hetl!,or to conduct his inquest

jointly but probably will hold it

using the evidence ad-

gone
. He said he knew two men
working on an airway in that
‘jnﬁsn of the mine and that he
and McCracken d ded to the

duced at the hearing.

0 officials grimly held to their
llciy announced theory that lo-
d icing conditions rendered

of the shaft. There, he re-
% they were joined by two oth-
‘en working in that section, and
started on their rescue mis-

~sion.

Soon, Buhite related, they “tast-
ed dust,” a sign that a blast had
oceurred, and he returned to ob-
_tain supplies for rescue work, a step
that p:ﬂtehh' spared him from the

Wlun he returned with other
scue workers, he found the sec-
blast had let go, he related.
did not think is was violent un-

had proceeded farther back
when he noticed fire,
en he realized
and he retraced his

sumon help, he continued,

! that accounting for the de-
“in spreading news of the disas-
o the outside world. No formal
M\nﬂ ©on page eight)

i

lhe ailerons on the doomed ship
ded the ice

They

froze so quickly and to such a
depth that when Capt. Larry Boh-
net, the pilot, put the ship into a
vertical bank preparatory to land-
ing, he was unable to bring it out
of the dip and it crashed head-on
into the ground.

Airline  officials scoffed at a

theory that ice froze on the for-
ward wings and by changing theit
contour caused the pilot to mis-
calculaie his speed and “lift” and

(Cuntiaued on page Iour)
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FORFIFTH ATTEMPT
TN CAPTIRF MARAIN
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~ ALL MINE VICTIMS|
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! notification was made, it was :nid. !

‘until the bodies were actually dis-

lewomd

Altmuzh the company normally
about 800 men, only the
five ctims were in the shaft Sat-
urday night, making routine blasts
in preparation for today's work
when the explosions occurred, only
35 minutes apart. A fire followed
but was immediately extinguished.
The recovered bodies were bldly
burned.

As many as 500 or even 800 work-
ers might have been killed had the
blast occurred at a time when the
full shift was,on. -

Yasenshank, Lewis, Laird and Mc-
Cracken were the rescue workers
who died in a vain effort to help
their trapped and stricken co-work-
ers.

Attorney General Charles J. Mar-

.giotti, who resides at nearby Punx-

sualwney, began an immediate in-
vestigation of the explosions.
~Although the blasts occurred early
Saturday evening, few residents of
Kramer—about 14 miles from Du-
Bois—knew of the accident until
late Sunday. Most of them were
away over the Easter holidays.

According to officials, the first ex-
plosion let go about 5:30 p. m. and
the second 45 minutes later. Rescue
operations began about midnight
when the dangerous mine gas had
cleared sufficiently to permit a
search. The first body was brought
to the surface about 10:30 Sunday
morning and by noon five others
had been recovered. The United
States Bureau of Mines and State
mine inspectors supervised the re-
scue work.

The bodies of the seven recovered
victims were found huddled togeth-
er about a mile from the shaft en-
trance, according to T. F. Nairn, de-
puty secretary of the State Bureau
of Mines, who rushed to the scene
from his home in Carrclltown, Pa.

The rescue workers were caught
by the second explosion, apparently
after reaching the bodies of the first

five deep in the earth's bowels. The |

mine passageways ramble about
four miles underground from a
shaflt entrance dropping 300 feet
down,
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