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BUILDINGS ARE
HURLED DOWN

MOUNTAINGIDE

Colorado Snowslide
Sweeps Path Fourth
of Mile Wide

MANCOS, Colo., Feb. 18.
ixteen miles of
snow-drifted mountains
faced a rescue party which
planned its departure today
for the Hesperus gold mine,
where an avalanche roared off a
mountain top Sunday, killing six
persons and injuring two others.

Striking with mch terrific 1mnlct.
that it
the roof of the eooks shuzk the
mass of snow and rock carried the
remains of half a dozen buildings
450 feet into a small canyon.

It tore loose from the summit,
1,000 feet above the mine, and swept
a path three-quarters mile wide as,
gaining speed, it roared down the

slope.’

The scene was above timberline,
at an altitude of 11,000 feet, where
for the past week a raging blizzard
has piled up snow unceasingly.

The dead: Parley Jensen, Roy
Guier, Clint Noble and Charles
Roessler, all of Mancos; Earl Wy-
man of Denver and Mrs. Janie

The injured: Neil Ansguard, 20,
of Golden, Colo., and Alvin Fink.

the avalanche missed, said they
would recover. They bruised
an’ possibly suffered broken ribs

worn by one of the victims at the
time of the slide. They were the
only available pair In camp.

“I was in the mill when the slide
struck,” Hartley related.

“I heard the roar when the ava-
lanche broke loose above us. Then
I saw part of the mill opposite me
ripped off and swept into the can-

yon.

“Some of the bunkhouses, part of
the cook's shack, the store house,
the tool shed and other outside
buildings had Been practically
sheared off at their foundations and
| crushed into the canyon. The other
boys who escaned were velling that
| some of the fellows were underneath
| the pile, and we went to work dig-
ging into the mess.

“We got out Ansguard and Fink
and found Mrs. Rees, but she died”™

Hartley left the isolated camp at
| daybreak for Mancos in weather he
| sajd “wasn't cold, probably a few
degrees above zero.” It was down=-
hill most of the 16 miles, he said
but every time he hit loose snow
| and overhanging drifts he would
careen down the hillside.

“Had food enough for a day,” he
said, “but T didn't stop to eat except
when I had to fix the strap on my
bad ski.”
| Sufficient shelter and food re-
mained at the mine, Hartley said, so
that the people still in camp would
nnt suffer. 'rhe carpenﬁer saved

tools making new
slua and tobocguns whlle the others
wae attempting to uncover the
bodies.

The mine is located in the ex-
treme southwestern corner of Colo-
rado, in the rugged La Plata moun-
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,AVALANCHE
KILLS SIX

(Continued from Page One)

| ta’ s area. Nearby are the cliff
dwellings of Mesa Verde National

The Hesperus, operated by the |
Hesperus company, is on a claim
staked out and first worked by
James Doyle, veteran of the famous
Cripple Creek district, according to
Robert S. Palmer, secretary of the
state metal mining commission. |

Its superintendent, Frank C.
' Bowman of Denver, placed his es-
timate of the loss of equipment and

T

buildings at $25.000. |
M—
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