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RESCUE CREW

IS EN ROUTE

UP HOUNTAIN

Hesperus Gold Mine, Near
Mancos, Scene of Trag-
edy, Skier Reports.

| ENDURES WEEK OF

RAGING BLIZZARD

———

Snowslide Catapults Wo-
man Through Roof of
Cook Shack; Half Dozen
Buildings Wrecked.

MANCOS, Colo, Feb. 18 (#)—Six-
teen miles of snow drifted mountains
faced a rescue party which planned
its departure today for the Hesperus
gold mine, where an avalanche roared
off a mountain top, Killing six per-
sons and Injuring two others,

Striking with such terrific impact
that it catapulted a woman through -
the roof of the cook's shack, the big
mass of snow and rock carried the
broken remains of half a dozen bulld-
ings 450 feet into a small canyon. .

It tore loose from the summit,
1,000 feet above the mine, and swept

(Continued on Page Six)
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1 path g_.pree-quartasmmue wide, as,
gal®ing® speed, it roared down ahe
slope. © @ @
Abeve THuberline

The sc@ne was above timberling, at
an Ritituge of 1!!.008 fect, whege far
tﬁg past week a raging bligzard has
piled up snow uncamsingly. Few teeces

Ll

or shrub?” grow at thdt height.

o The dead:“Parley Jensen, Roy Guler,
£lint Noble gnd*€harles Roesgler, all
of Mdhcos; Earl Wyman &8f Denver,
and Mrs. Janie Rees, of nearby Cor-
tez, Colo. Thelr ages were not
learned, * -

The Injugsed: Nell Ansguard, 20, of
Golden, Colo., a nephew of John A.
Pratt, of (Golden, one of the mine
owners, and Alvin Fink, 20, of Man-
cos. Word brought here by Ben
Hartley, one of 12 who the avakinche
missed, sald they would recover. They
were brulsed and_possibly suffered
broken ribs.

Hartly, worn out by a perilous trip
down here, reported the tragedy lato
yesterday to Sheriff Jess Robinson
of Montezuma county. He made his
way on skis, one of which was splin-
tered, which were worn by one of
the victims at the time of the slide
Sunday afternoon. They were the
only available pair in camp.

“I was in the mill when the slide
struck,” Hartley related, “and saw
part of the bulldings ripped off and
swept into the canyon.

Latest reports indlcated that the
rescue party leaving here under Sher-
iff Robinson's direction to retrace
Hartley's trall would encounter diffl-
cult conditions, particularly on the
last half. An uphill journey faced
the crew, and blizzard conditions
apparently continued.

Sufficient shelter and food remain-
ed, Hartley sald, so that the people
still in camp would not suffer.
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