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Boys lost in Diamond Mine live to tell tale

Two city teens N hehif:;uungﬁrbmm;rﬂ:]ghen,
planned to explore
spent th,ree days NISSLEY mine, The Scranton Times
wandering around Local History | reported, but the little boy
in the darkness. hever spoke up, “apparently
fearing some dire conse-
ter Gil d quence.”

John Stasko Jr: John Stasko St said he

planned togo toa “We came to a place where  searched “all the lakes of the
baseball game after school on  there were somany tunnels,  region after learning from
May 29, 1934. ‘we didn’t know whichoneto  companions of John thata

Butwhen the game they'd  take,” John said told Scranton ~ fishing trip had been planned
Thoped to attend ended up ‘Times reporters. for Memorial Day;” according
beingplayedatanotherfield, ~ Astheywanderedinthe o the article. “John likes to go
the Scranton teens made a ‘works, “we stuck totherails  fishing, and he’s also a great
decision they'd come to all the time,” Walter said, swimmer. I was afraid he
regret. describing how they feltalong - might have drowned, too.”

John, who lived at 957 passageways in the dark. “T ‘With no sign of his son,
Johler Ave, gatheredahand-  nearly fell down inaholeand  John Stasko St. said on May
ful of candles and matches  Idon’tknow how deepitwas. 31, he “got the feeling the
and, with Walter of 602Lang-  Isaved myself by grabbing  boys must be in the mines,
staff Place, walked over to hold of the rail and pulling soIgota permit from the
Ravine Street. There, they myself back up. We were Glen Alden Coal Company
dropped through a small always bumping into some- to go into the mines.”
opening leading to the old thing or falling over some- John’solder brother; Joseph,
Diamond Mine, which was thing” and Fuhrman Ballus of Provi-
owned by the Glen Alden Coal ~ They stopped tosleepat dence Road joined the elder
Co. least 15 times, the boys told Stasko in searching the mine.

The Ravine Streetentrance  The Scranton Times. Atfirst, Ballus, the newspaper
was capped withconerete  they almost couldn't swallow  reported, had already searched
‘years before, ingtoThe the: water they i the missi
Scranton Times. Butoverthe  found in puddles, but eventu-  on May 30. But banding togeth-
‘years, bootleg miners created  ally they forced o erwith
asmall opening, which the drink it. They thought they'd  lucky; they located the boys
‘boys used to get intothemine. ~ been underground for atleast  after afew hours.

It didn’t take long before aweek. John Jr: described seeing
things went very wrong, the Inreality theyhad beenin  the rescue party for the first
‘boys reported after beingres-  the old mine for three days time, saying “Walter was
cued from the abandoned beforea search partyledby  sleeping when they came to
‘mine 75 hours later. John's father, John St, found  find us. I saw them when they

“We went along in themine  the two huddled ina mine were about 50 or 100 yards
for along way until wecame  corridor. away and I yelled and they
to aminer’s box, and our can- The teens described hear-  came. You bet we were glad to
dles wentout,” Walter told ing shots a day after they see them.”

The Scranton Times onJune  entered the mine and then ‘When asked by a Seranton
2,1934, five days after their “ four Times reporter if he was
ordeal began. “Tguessitwas  hours before they foundus,”  afraid that he would die in the
theblack damp that did it but  according tothenewspaper:  mines, John Jr. answered,
Tdon'tknow Wetried tolight ~ “Neighbors hazarded the “Sure, anybody would be after
thecandles with thematches  opinion that the shots the they were in the mine as long
‘but they wouldn't light. boysheardon thefirstday ~  as we were. We knew our only
They'djustsizleand goout.  were probably reports from hope was that someone would
After awhile, all our matches  blasting taking place insome  come looking for us. T know
gotused up.” far off working.” T'mglad to bealive.”

Atfirst, the boys didn't Police got involved on May i
worryoomuchabout the 30, 1934,a day afler theboys. et sacioe oaee e
darkness. Butas they walked,  entered the mine. Theboys”  Times-Tribune. She has lived in
they began to realize they parents reported themmiss-  the area for more than a
wereno closer tothe Ravine  ing, but no adults knew where ~ decade.

Street opening they came the boys had gone. Contact the writer:
through. John maintained he told

THE SUNDAY TIMES ARCHIVES

Walter Gilasavage, left, and John Stasko Jr. entered the abandoned Diamond Mine in
Scranton on May 29, 1934, and were lost for three days before being rescued.
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John Francis Stasko lost in mine.
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