February 6, 1930; Standard Mine, Standardville, Utah; 23 Killed
(From Bureau of Mines report, by D. J. Parker and R. I. C. Manning)

At 8:50 p.m., about the time of the explosion, 26 men were working in No.1
mine and 3 men in the connected No. 3 mine. Dust issued from the portals of
the rock tunnel, and the abandoned main entries of No. 3 mine but did not
damage or stop the fan, as the explosion doors over the airshaft were blown
off. This short-circuited the air until the covers were replaced 2 hours later.

A 2-mile trip in deep snow was required to reach the airshaft. The explosion
was violent in No. 3 mine but did not extend into No.1 mine. The 3 men in No.
3 mine were killed, and 17 of those in No. 1 died in the afterdamp. Five of the
men in No.1 mine successfully barricaded themselves in a room, using boards,
props, and brattice cloth. One of them left the barricade to obtain still more
material and was overcome (24, pp. 34, 35). He was found by a rescue party
12 hours later and revived by artificial respiration. The other four were
rescued at the same time unharmed. Another unconscious survivor was also
found with two dead men, and he was also revived.

Rescue crews and equipment were called from the nearby Spring Canyon
rescue station and from other mines. Apparatus crews recovered the three
bodies from No. 3 mine, but other work of recovery was done as ventilation
was restored. Three men of a fresh air crew were killed by a falling roof slab
on February 7.

Gas accumulated by leaving open one or more doors and was ignited by an
open-type mining machine in No. 20 room barrier crosscut. Coal dust was
thrown up and ignited, so that the explosion became widespread and violent.
Rock dusting and rock-dust barriers had been applied to a few locations, but
not enough to check an explosion.



