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Four Men Were Killed and
Two Injured When Blast
Went 0ff.

LOGCATED WITHIN THE
LIMITS OF POTTSVILLE

One Hundred Miners Escaped
Safely From the Skidmore
Vein Section.

Tnvestigations were under way foday
to determine the cause of the explosion |
which cost four deaths and injured two
other miners in the Sherman Coal Com- |
pany operation at Pottsville, at the end |
of the day shift yesterday afternoon.

The investigations were being con-
ducted by the representatives of the|
State Burcau of Mines, the coroner of |
Schuylkill county, and the mining com- |

00
feet underground, where the blast oc- |
curred.

Three bodies were recovered shortly |
after the explosion and the fourth was |
found burled underneath the mass of
vock and coal which was blastec. into
the gangway just as the shifts were
changing,

The dead were: Joseph Leininger, 24,
Tremont: Chester Coveny, 34, Potts~
ville; Mathew Solieleski, 28, Minersville,
and Joseph Weldo, Potts Gaveny
was the ouly unmarried man of the
four,

The injured were: Leo Solielski, of
Minersville, son of one of the victims,
who suffered from lacerations and
shock, and Henry Tobias, Tremont, who
Teceived fractures of the right leg and
shoulder and lacerations. Both men
will recover.

One hundred miners were in the
skidmore scction when the blast rock-
ed the subterranean chambers. Al es-
caped to the surface except those in the
immediate vicinity of the explosion.
Black damp quickly spread through the
workings and held back the work of the
rescue crews until ventilation was re-
newed.

The Sherman colliery is within the
clty limits of Pottsville, and :nany of
its gangways run directly underneath
the streets of the city. The operation
is an independent concera, controlled
by metropolitan capitalists.
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