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18 MEN ARE
- TRAPPED-BY..

- MINE BLAST

58 In The Mine At The Time of the
Explosion Of The Kingston-Po-
cahontas Number 5 Mine

Bscape Injury. Rescuers
Are On Job.

Kingston, W. Va,,
Jan. 26. (AP)—The
bodies of three of the
eighteen miners trapped
by an explosion in the
Kingston mine of the
Kingston-Pocahontas
Coal Company were lo-
cated today by rescue
workers about eight
hundred feet from the
surface. One of the
bodies was that seen by
one of the survivors *
while fleeing to safety
and the other two 'were
found near by, burned al-
most beyond recogni-
tion. Rescue work went
forward slowly m
two entries of the mine,
because the fan “was
wrecked by the force of
the explosion, which also
damaged other build-
ings near the mine
mouth and rocked the
countryside for a mile a-
round. . Repairs were be-
ing rushed to‘the fan but -
meantime the rescue.
workers advanced cauti-
ously into the wrecked
‘workings, carrying oxy-
gen ets on their
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lieved to have trapped elghteen men,
one of whom was reported by sur-
vivors to have met death. Fifty-
thres of those in the mine at the
time of the blast escaped through a-
nother entry on the opposite ride of
the mountain. After hasty confer-
ences with mine officials, prelimin-
ary to starting rescue work, chief
R. M. Lamble of the state mining de-
partment announced that eighteen
men were unaccounted for but that
the others of the 71 men who com-
posed the night ctew had nade thelr
way to safety. One of the survivors
reported that while making his way
out, he came across a body in a pas-
sage way which he recognized as
Blaine Parker, another survivor
sald he saw a huddled bundlie which
might have heen another body but
that he did not stop to Investigate.
The blast which was heard within |

a radlus of a mile came from the pit
mouth with such force that it knock-
ed over one small building and dam-
aged others. No one was Injured
on the surface. The survivors re-
ported that the underground pas-
sages weore badly wrecked. The res-
cue crews tackled the wrecked mine |
frome two openings, one on each side |
of the mountain, two mliles apart.
Ono of ;hcm. the main entry, was
near Kingston and the other was a-

long Coal River. A fire which Lam-
bie described as minor developed on
the Kingsto/| side following the blast,
but it was [ eached and extinguished
shortly aftir daybreak. Meantime
rescue crews had entered the Coal
river side and started the laborous
and dangerous task of exploring the
gas choked workings. Lamble or-
| ganized & erew of runners to main-
tain contact with thosé in charge of
the rescue work at the two entries.
The usual scene of anxious women
and terror atricken childrem at the
mine mouth were lacking at Kings-
ton, because of the topography of the
country. The mine plerces the
mountainside and is reached after a.
diffieult climb up a steep grade of &
quarter of a mile. The missing men
were at work along the main haul-

age way when the blast occurred.
’]&mue who escaped were distributed |
about other sections of the mine, In |
small groups they worked th .ay
to the Coal river entry, the
blast had ripped through the work-
ings. Two or three gquick blasts of
' air, the survivors sald warned them
‘that an explesion had occurred in a- |
nother section and they started for
the nearest entry, along the Coal riv=;
er. Familiar to all of them. By twos |
and thressutbey made their escape|
and walked over the mountain in the
darkness to report themseivea, safe
at the Kingston entry.-Lambie was
assisted In the rescue work by sev«
eral distriet inspectors and rescue
teams from nearby mines.

The U. 8. Bureau of mines rescue
car was ordered to the seeng from
Welch and mine rescue equipment
came from the New River mine. Ir
keeping with procedure of mine rec-
cue work Lambie listed -among the
missing the man whose body was.re-

seen until crews reach that see
tion-of the mine, .~ |
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