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- PEABODY NG AT
WEST FRANKRORT |
SCENE OF BLAST

Mine Rescue Squads Eave ‘
Been Unable To Reach
Point of Explosion

west Franktort, 1ii, Jan. 9.—(By
‘United Press.)—Approximately 100{
miners wers trapped by an explo-
sion of undetermined extent In tho
Peabody Toal Co., mina No. 18, two
miles northeast of here, at 7 a. m.
today.

Four hourz after the explosion,
officinla In charge of mine rescun
annadn raperted inabllity to pone-
trate the workings to_the point of
the explosion und sajd that they
wera without Informution on the ex-
act namber of men in the mine,

. The explosion occurred at  ap-
I; proxmatcly the 350 level.

The force of the explosion, Lwo
miners who reached the surfaco af-
terwards sald, scriously damaged
work and bLlocked passageways.

George aWtking, ona of the twon,
- reported he stumbled over what he
believed were the bhedles of fellow
miners ¢ither ‘dead or overcom by
the blast.

About 100 Men Caught.

He mnid he belleved nbout 100
men were in the affected part of the
mine.

Mine rescuo crews from Benton
and .from other scctions of the
southern Hlinols coat beit were call-
ed to the Prabody mine and wero
working In relays attempting to
prnetrate to the trapped mien.

The Pcabody mine 15 in the cent-
- —er -of “a-great-vosl producing - s~
trict which recently resumed work
after a long shutdown duas to con-
troversy over the Jacksenvillo wage
acaie,

One Man Killed,

The explosion crused- one death
and held between 20 and 30 miners
‘captive, a checkup at 1 p. m. today
diaclosed,

‘The dead miner, Carl Juncs, a
face boss of Weat Frankfort. wa3s
ona of 700 men who had been at
worN less than 30 minuten this

- morning when a dust or gas explo~
jon eut off sppraximately 186 -men;
but about 3¢ of which had mado
ir way to saf#ty early this af-

oon.

RESCUE SQUADS THERE.

Springfleld, 1Il, Jan. 9.—(United
Press)—Stnte mine rescuo aquads
from Benton, Herrin, Duquoin and
TFldorado, under direltion ef A. P.
Lewis, atate director of mines and
minerals, are at the scéne of this
morning's blast, the state depart-
ment of mines reported todny.

Lewis I8 asslsted in direction of
rescuo work by A. W. Plumlee and
James Sncddon, - mine Inspoctors
“from  Willlamson and Franklin
countlen,

Lewls poetponeda g meeting of tho
Centralia mine board he was to at-
tend In Centralla todgy and de-
parted for West Frankfort as aoon
-la he was Informed of the explg-
slon,
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