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LI MINERS KILLED
N GAS EXPLOSION

State and County Officials Sift
Cause of Third Catastrophe
in lllinois Pit,

WEST FRANKFORT, Ill, Jan. 10(7
—Gns, that Invisible menace of t
coal miner, has added 21 lives to
lengthening list of victims.

The 21 were killed ymerﬂay by »
terrific gas expl of
the Peabody lndusmnl mlne 18.

| About €00 feet underground, and
more than a mile from the surfacs,
most of the miners were Killed out-
right. The others dled from the after-
| damp that followed,

State and county investigations ‘o-
day sought to fix the explosion's cause,
A. D, Lewis, state director of mines,
who made a personal inspection, wus
 conducting the state's Investigation,
while Coroner Joseph Hill of Franklin
 eounty impanelled a jury to investigate
the disaster for the county.
| Coming without warning shortly
after the day ahift of 6800 miners had
| taken their places at 7:30 A. M., ths
| explosion killed all the men working
in four adjoining rooms.

Three Rescue Crews Worked,

Three mine rescue crews fought
their way through gas and crumbled
walls of coal and timber to bring the
bhodles to the shaft where they were
|lifted to the surface last night.

Two of the dead men were found
within A few feet of fresh air and

most to a trap door where he could
| have escaped. ]
- A brave effort by David McPhail to ‘
| save his brother, Robert, failed. David,

upon hearing the blast, rushed Into
the passage and after three dashes
| into the gas found his brother but was |

1928 Peabody No 18 Mine explosion Clipped By:
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