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HAS BEEN KNOWN AS SUBIECT
T0 GAS DANGER SINCE OPENED
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West Frankfort, Tk, Jan. 10—
—Cus. that invisible menace of the |
eoal miner, has added 21 livea to jls ‘\"
lenzthening lst. [

The 21 were killed yesterduy by a
gas explosion in n passuge of the
Peabody industrinl mine No. 18.

Six hundred . feet underground,
most of the miners were killed out-
right. The others -dled from the
after-damp that followed the explo-
sion.

State and county Investigations
today sought to fix the explosion's

s€. D, Lewis, state director

ho made a personal in-

spection, was conducting tho stale’s

investigation, while Coroner Joc

Hilly of T'ranklin ‘county impanelled:

a fury to Investigate the disaster for
the county. .
No Warning Given

Coming without warning shortly
1iter 600 miners had taken their
places at 7:30 a. m. the explosion
killed all the men working in four
adjoining rooms.

hrce mine rescue crews fought
thelr way through gas and crum-
hled walls of coal. and . timber to
bring the bodies to the shaft where
they were lifted to' the surface lust
night.

‘I'wo of the dead men were found
within a few feet of fresh air and
safety, Another had made lils way
nearly to a trap door where he could
have escaped.

) ble to- Save Brother

A brave: éffort by Robert McPhall
to' .save his brother David was re-
lated. ‘David, upon hearing the blast
trushed into the passage and after
three dashes Into the deadly gus
found his brothier but was forced by
the gas to drop him within 15 feet
of fresh air, -

Bventually realiging his  doom,
Ray Iarrell chalked the number of
his mine room on the svies of his
feet where it was found when his
body was discovered. The other
hodles were identified by the num-
hers on thelr salcty lamps. Many
were mutilated and disfigured by the

B, Cremeans. a  survivor. was
found in a wulled-in  space, raving

and lrrational’ from shock.
Unlucky Mine

‘The explosion was the third mls.
fortune to befull miners in, No, 1§.
"he rirst was an explosion In 1320
which resulted in loss of life and
kave the mine a reputution of being
“hot," an adjective applied to gaso-
ous mines. In 1925 the-tri-state tor-
nado swept away the tipple and men
at work were furced to climb to the
surface through the air shafls.
‘'he mine was flooded with water

two years by the management
fler the 1920 explosion in an effort
1 extinguish a slow fire.

It was found necessary later to
wull off a large portion of the un-
derground workings bceauso of gus
and yesterday's explosion wns with-
in a short distance of the ¥ Inch
conerete wall.

f

eud today in-
cluded the name of Walter Brandun
of Herrin, a former preacher turacd
coul miner. ‘The naime of .George
Carter wag omitted. The other dead
arl Jones, David McPhail, Wi
ter Graves, 1d Dodd, 1. W. Puger,
Albert Jones, Kelly Lawrence, Geo.
Mahicr, B, Tanner, Neely Hull, Andy
te, Leonird Smilh, Paul Kays,
Itay Farvell, Jolin Mitchell, Lloyd
Bradley, Orval Slmens, C. P. Cara-
way, all of West Frankfort, Jerald
Lay of Benlon and Aubra Stone of
Mavivn,
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