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INSPECTORS
MAKE REPORT ON
-~ MITHER M

Report Indicate Cause Was Gas
Explosion, But Its Origin Is
Unknown.

MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS

The coroner's jury holding the
inquest into the explosion in the
mine of (ke Pickands-Mather com-
pany at Mather, on May 19, which
elaimed 195 lives, last night render-
ed the following verdiet:
| *“We, the coroner's jury sitting
in the investigation of the cause of
an explosion which oceurred at the
mine of Plekard-Mather & Co.,
iocated at Mather, Greene county,
Pénnsylvania, on Satarday, May 19,
1928, at or about 4:07 p. m., after
hearing the testimony of various
witnesses and a further study and
consideration of the thorough re-
'port made on the disaster by the
State Mine Inspection commission
find that this disaster was caused
hy an explosion of explosive gas
and coal dust in the north side of
the mina, the primary cause of
which explosion is unknown."”

The finding of the State Mine
Inspection ecommiszion, of which
Alexander MeCanch, of this eity,
was a member, occupled 11 type-
‘written pages, and indicated that
the mine was one of the best oper-
ated and safest in Pennsylvania.,
"The commission filed its report
vesterday before the coroner's jury,
which was in session at Wayneshurg
investigating the cause of the ex-
plosian.

The report reviews the aceldent
and then reads: “And now after
a careful survey of the findings,
viewed from every angle, your com-
| mission is unanimously of the opin-
| on that the disagtér was the result
| of an explogion of coal dust, affect-
ing in one way or another the entire
operating area, including its at-
tending passageways, on the north
side of the mine instituted by ag
Laccumulation of explosive gas, oc-
casioned in all probability by an
inierruption of the air circulation
in No. 12 face north on No. 24 en-
try on the west side of the north
mains,  While the evidence as (o
| the source of ignition is inconclu-
gsive, we are of the opinion that the
Hruximnle cause lies in the storage
battery locomotive pogitioned at a
| point from which the lines of visibla

force appear to radiate.”
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. The commission then made five

recommendations, as follows:

' First—That adequate and de-
'pendable ventilation he provided.

 Second—All machinery used in
[working places and return ainy
:should he exclusive of a permissible
 type and it should receive frequent
inspections to insure its mainten-
ance in permissible condition and,
K record made of said inspection in
' 1 book kept at the mine for that
purpose,

. Third—The use of water on the
cutter-bar of all coal culting ma-
chines to allay dust is commended.
Water should, also, be used to wet
down the coal bhefore it is loaded
cand at frequent intervals during
loading.

| Fourth—That supervision he in-
creased in frequency and intensity
durng the period shifts are being
changed.

| Fifth-—That legislation be enact-
cd at the coming scesgion of the
legislature providing for the com-
pulsory rock-dusting of gaseous or
dry bituminous coal mines within
' the commonwealth, said rock-dust-
ing to be of such a standard that
' the flame from ignition of gas orv
other sources will be localized or
confined to the immediate vicinity
where ignition occurs,

T & T

1928 Mather Mine Explosion NEWST11

Clipped By:
usmra_rob
Jul 20, 2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



	1928_Mather_Mine_Explosion_NEWS11
	1928_Mather_Mine_Explosion_NEWS11 (1)

