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VERDICT RETURNED APRIL 5, 1927, BY CORONER’S JURY
IN MINE EXPLOSION AT EHRENFELD NO. 3 MINE, ANNIE
F. SWABB, CORONER.

‘‘Injuries received as result of explosion at bottom of No. 13 Plane
at its junction with main heading in Mine No. 3 of Pennsylvania
Coal & Coke Corporation following wreck of runaway trip of 36 cars
of coal, which explosion resulted from spark caused by a wrecked car
wheel coming in contact with an electric power feed line, igniting the
coal dust in suspension following wreeck. Wreck was caused by break-
ing coupling link on 4th car from the rear end of trip being lowered
down No. 13 Plane. We find no evidence of negligence and concur
with the report and recommendation of Commission of Mine In-
spectors.’’

KINLOCH MINE EXPLOSION
On February 20, 1928, at 9:30 P. M., an explosion of gas and coal
dust occurred in the Kinloch Mine operated by the Valley Camp Coal
Company, located near the town of Parnassus, Westmoreland County.
Twelve lives were lost. Two of the victims were employed in the
Boyd Mine of the W. H. Boyd Coal Company, which was connected
with the Kinloch Mine, and were overcome by afterdamp when they
entered their working places the next morning.
" The Kinloech Mine is in the Fourteenth District, W. .J. MeGregor,
Inspector. The report of the Commission and the verdict of the
Coroner’s Jury of Westmoreland County follow:

REPORT OF COMMISSION OF INSPECTORS

February 28, 1928.
Hon. Walter H. Glasgow,
Secretary of Mines,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Sir:

The undersigned Commission of Bituminous Inspectors appointed
to investigate the cause of the explosion that occurred in the Kinloch
Mine of the Valley Camp Coal Company, on the night of February
20, 1928, at 9:30 p. m., by which twelve workmen lost their lives, did
on February 27, 28, 29 and March 1, 1928, thoroughly examine that
part of the Kinloch Mine affected by the explosion, and also the Boyd
Mine of the W. H. Boyd Coal Company, a small operation producing
coal for a brickyard, where two of the victims lost their lives the fol-
lowing morning by afterdamp which penetrated the Boyd Mine through
a connection into the Valley Camp Mine which is now a part of the
Kinloch Mine.

Prior to the explosion the Valley Camp Mine was ventilated as a
separate mine by a fan exhausting at a shaft opening. This con-
nection was known to the management of both operations, but the
W. H. Boyd Company did not learn of the explosion in the Kinloch

* Mine until two of their employes had lost their lives and the narrow

escape of three others. Prior to the explosion the Boyd mine open-
ing was an inlet to the Valley Camp fan.

The Kinloch Mine is a slope and shaft operation and is situated
near the town of Parnassus, Westmoreland County. It is working
the Freeport seam which averages 72 inches in thickness, and was
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