DEPARTMENT OF MINES 23

No. 11 room, No. 4 Left heading, and that the initial point was at or
near the coal-cut_tmg machine, and that accumulation of gas which
cﬁl'lsed the explosion was ignited by an arc from the coal-cutting ma-
chine,

A map is herewith attached for the purpose of clarifying this
report.

Recommendations:
Your commission offers the following recommendations :

First—All electric mining machines used in working places and
return air should be of an explosion-proof type and should be inspected
and maintained in such condition at all times and a record made of
said inspections in a book kept at the mine for that purpose.

Second—Rock dust dry and dusty places or use water to keep
such in a wet or damp condition.

Respectfully submitted,
THOS. D. WILLIAMS,
Inspector Sixzth Bituminous District.
ALEXANDER JACK,
Inspector Tenth Bituminous District.
F. W. CUNNINGHAM,
Inspector Twentieth Bituminous District.
NICHOLAS EVANS,
Inspector Twenty-fourth Bituminous District.

VERDICT RETURNED AUGUST 17, 1928, BY CORONER’S JURY
IN MINE EXPLOSION AT HILLSIDE MINE, ANNIE F.
SWABB, CORONER.

‘““We find that the mining machine cut through a feeder of gas and
that the latter was probably ignited from a spark originating from
the machine which was in a defective condition. This explosion re-
sulted in the death of five employes. We recommend that the Legisla-
ture be requested to amend the bituminous mining laws so as to re-
quire a record of the inspection of all machines which might possiblv
cause an explosion in such mines so that more care may be exercised
in order to prevent such explosions in the future.’’

IRVONA NO. 8 MINE EXPLOSION

On August 15, 1928, at 3:15 P. M., a gas explosion resulting in the
loss of thirteen lives occurred in the Irvona No. 3 Mine operated by
the Irvona Coal and Coke Company, situated near Coalport, Clearfield
County, and located in the Thirteenth District, Thomas A. Mather,
Acting Inspector.

The report of the Commission and also a supplemental report of
the Commission, with the verdiet of the Coroner’s Jury of Clearfield
County, follow:
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