DEPARTMENT OF MINES 21

VERDICT RETURNED JUNE 5, 1928, BY CORONER’S JURY IN
EXPLOSION AT MATHER MINE, JOHN W. ROSS, CORONER

‘““We, the Coroner’s Jury sitting on the investigation of the cause
of an explosion which occurred at the Mine of Mather Collieries,
Pickands, Mather and Company, Operators, located at Mather, Greene
County, Pa., on Saturday May 19, 1928, on or about the hour of
4:07 P. M., hereby submit the following return: After hearing the
testimony of the various witnesses, and a further study and con-
sideration of the thorough report made on this disaster by the State
Mine Inspection Commission, we find that this disaster was caused
by an explosion of explosive gas and coal dust in the north side of
the mine. The primary cause of which explosion is unknown.”’

HILLSIDE MINE EXPLOSION

On August 9, 1928, at 1:00 P. M., a gas explosion resulting in the
loss of five lives occurred in the Hillside Mine operated by the Tunnel
Smokeless Coal Company and situated near Johnstown, Cambria
County, in the Twenty-fourth District, Nicholas Evans, Inspector.

The report of the Commission and the verdict of the Coroner’s Jury
of Cambria County follow:

REPORT OF COMMISSION OF INSPECTORS

' Johnstown, Pa., August 14, 1928.
Hon. Walter H. Glasgow,
Secretary of Mines,
Harrisburg, Pa.

Dear Sir:

‘We, the undersigned Mine Inspectors, were directed by you to
examine the Hillside mine of the Tunnel Smokeless Coal Company,
to ascertain the cause, if possible, of the explosion in said mine on the
afternoon of August 9, 1928, at 1 P. M., resulting in the death of five
workmen.

This mine is situated in Stoneycreek Township, Cambria County,
on the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, south of the tunnel
near Kring Station.

The C-Prime seam of coal is being mined and the coal is delivered
to the surface through a rock slope 330 feet long. This mine has been
operating for about 10 years, the workings cover an area of about
3,000 by 2,500 feet and no pillars as yet have been extracted.

The ventilation is produced by a Robinson fan, 3 ft. in diameter by
4 ft. wide running 300 RPM with a water gauge of 7/10 inch, produc-
ing 31,500 cubic feet of air per minute. The fan is electrically driven,
working on the exhaust principle. It was slightly damaged by the
force of the explosion.

The mine is electrically equipped by A. C. current for coal-cutting
and pumping; the voltage for mining machines and small pumps is
220. The coal is hauled to the bottom of the slope by storage battery
motor. The coal-cutting machine is self-propelled, receiving its power
from the connection to the power lines at junction boxes placed along
the entries. This machine is of the explosion-proof type.
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