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PERATE BATTLE TO SAVE MINER 2]
FROM BLACK DAMP ENDS IN VICT OR

virtually held him 'prisoner, N. Mack

Morley, 38 years old, of Baggaley, |-
lay for six hours In the Brindle mine, | .

along the Lincoln Highway, before
he was finally rescued about- §:30
o'clock last night. 5

Fastened together with a rope so
that If one of thelr number was
overcome by the treacherous black
damp the others' could drag him,
three members of & rescue crew, suc:
coeded In gétting through ' the
“pocket” of gas which for hours
had baffled their efforts to rescue
Moriey. Working as  quickly as
Iﬂu’bk. the first man in the chain,
passed his arms under the prostrated
man and he was dragged to safety.
Morley was unconsclous when rescu-
©d and 1t was 2:30 o'clock this mor-
ving before he came out of the state
of coma at the Latrobe Hospital.

The successful rescue attempt had
teen preceded by a number of futile
oftopts to reach the miner.

As the hours passed and It 'was
tealized that every minute that the
rescue was deferred detracted jumt
#o_much time from the chances of
bringing Morley eut alive, it was
decided to try to get to his side by
the use of gas masks.

Several men donning masks, short-
Iy aftey 6 o'clock, started into the
“room” whers Morley lay, but the
choking black damp seeped through
‘he masks, and the rescuers were
forced back.

The plight of Morley was discover-

He was located lying face down, in
a “room" located next to the one in
which he generally worked, but the
wouldbe rescuers couldn't get close
enough to determine whether he was
still ‘breathing or not. They worked
as quickly as possible in the hopes
that he was still alive.

Knowing how much depended on
thely efforts, the nerves of the men
began “getting on edge,” when all

thelr efforts to penetrate the black|
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damp pocket - were turned back in
fatlure,

The chain of men which finally
succeeded In making the rescue was

composed of: Kermit Tepper, Andy
Hefflotinger and Floyd Hofflefinger,

with the latter in the lead

Morley was placed in Gosnell's
ambulance and rushed to the Latrobe
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od & ladder and started to ascend to
the roof. Just as he was about to
climb from the top of the ladder onto
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Nelghbors who saw the accident,
rushed to his assistance, He was
found to be unconsclous but in about:
half an hour he.regained his senses,
and the first question he asked was:
“Where are my lega?" This contirm-
od the fear which had -been felt, that
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