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HOPE FOR

(Continued from Page One)

over the wage scale ‘which resulted
in the lockout had not been adjusted
and because many mines had reop- ]
ened with the 1917 scale In effect
and state authorities have been
prepared at short notice to order
national guardsmen, who have been
called out before, to return to the|
distriet,

The trouble reached a climax
some months ago at Henrletta ‘when
miners, forbidden by executive proe-
lamation to picket the working
mines, held prayer-meetings near
the shafts in the hopes of winuing
over the men who had gone to work. |
- Hysterical women—wives, sweet-
hearts and relatives--swarmed the
entrance to the mine at noon while
rescue panties from M'Alester work-
ed feverighly to save the lives of the
105 coal miners entombed.

The explosion, mine officials d
clared, occurred 45 minutes afte!
the force entered the mine. The
cause, It was added, was probably
from an accumulation of gas in the
shaft, s

The mine, 600 feet deep, entered
through a diagonal “air hole"” ' at
10:20 hy members of the rescue par-
ty who declared it was problematic-
al if all lives could be saved.
~ The tipple, elevator shaft and en-
trance to the mine was closed by
falling. timbers and debris.

Sheriff’s forces of Latimer county
were on hand, keeping the frantic
wives, sweethearts and relatives of
the entombed miners away from res-
cue operations.

Tt will not be learned, mine offici-
als declared, until this afternoon
some time whether any of the 105
men can be rescued.

If black damp does not accumulate
in the lateral passagewayvs there is
hope of saving the crew, they added,
and fans, gas masks and other para-
‘phernalia are being rushed from
McAllester to the scene.

In addition to the rescue force
from Mc'Alester bureau of mine res-
cue stations, a large force of men
was recruited by mine officials to
repalr inestimable damage to the
tipple, elevator and timbered sup-
“ports at the entranee to the mtne.

s

-l s

1926 Wilburton No 21 Mine explosion Clipped By.

usmra_rob

NEWST Aug 1,2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



	1926_Wilburton_No_21_Mine_explosion_NEWS1
	1926_Wilburton_No_21_Mine_explosion_NEWS1 (1)
	1926_Wilburton_No_21_Mine_explosion_NEWS1 (2)

