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ReDe

et 2
being done on this shift and that no explosives were in the slope
2t the time of d&he explosion.

The hodies of three men were found near the car which had
been moved up the slope and was off the track, the box-platform
wes demolished, the fourth man was found some distance up the slope
from the others; these bodies were badly mangled. The fifth man
at the entrance was blown to pieces,

The donditions in the slope indicated that the initial
point of the explosion was at or near where the men were at work,
as there was evidence of force in both directions from that point.

The wires used for electric lights were insulated and
hung on the side of the slope on wooden pegs with nails, and about
2% feet above tha track. Bare spots were noticed on the wires,
indicating that extension lights were used.

From the evidence ag given above, we believe that a body

of gas had accumulated, and was ignited by the lighte used by the
men on the platforme.

Respectfully submitted;
(Signed) J. J. McDonsld,
11th Bituminous District

James J. Stoker,
19th Bituminous District

John F, Bell,
22nd Bituminoug District.

P. 5. We enclose herewith a,6 copy of our notice to the contractor
and his superintendent.

The Superintendent stated that no drilling or blasting was
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