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Dynamite Expiosion Blows
0ff Heads and Legs of
-Victims In Olyphant Col-
liery 'l‘ra.geld.y — Fifth
Death Is Expected—Com-
pany Officials Unable To

[ —

Explain Cause of Acci-
dent.

—

Four men were Killed and four
others injured, on probably fatally
in an explosion at Birdseye Slope
o! Olyphant mine of Hudson Coal
Company, at Throop, near Scran-
ton, yesterday afternon.

Three of teh victims were in-
stanly killed, two of them having
their heads blown off, while the
fourth died ea route ,to tlhie hos-
pital. The dgath of a fifth man
was expected momentarily last
night. hospital physicians stating
that he was internally injured.

Company officials were unable
to explain the cause of the acci-
dent. The cight men were ¢n-
nloyed in driving a rock tunnel
from one vein to another, and
were blowing out the solid face
of the rock. Powder was placed
in the five holes wlich had been
drilled, and one of the men began
to make the wire connectica by
which the blast is fired. A mom-
cent later came the explosion, the
rock was blown out severing the
Ieads from two of the victims and
both legs from the third. -

The dead are:

George Bingham, aged 45, of
Seranton; William Murray, 40, of
Threcop; George Gumuwika, 48, of
Olyptant, and John Crane of Dun-
more. Anthgny Ford, Z6; John
McLaughlin, 40; Anthony Moran,
34! and Andrew Cunaingham, 38,
all of Scranton werel njured,

Within a few minutes after the
cxplosion a half dozen ambulances
ord all available  doctors were
summoned. Rescuers found the
bcdies of the dead men badly
nfingled and Crane, while con-
scious when placed in an ambu-
lance died before he reached the
hospital.
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