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FOUR WHHITE MEN
5| ANDFIVE NEGROES
" DIEIN EXPLOSION

f Spark From Steam Shovel SetsJ
| Off Premature Blast at |
| Pounding Mill Crusher

' | SIX BODIES ARE STILL
BURIED BENEATH DEBRIS‘

Crusher Was Being Operatedl
By Hunter and Boxley, Con-
tractors—Many Visit Scene

(Special to The Times.)

Tazewell, Aug 13.—A spark from
a steam shovel fiying Into a hole,
charged with gunpowder, early today
causel a premature explosion at the
Pounding Mill rock crugher, on the
Norfolk and Western Railwa,- in this
county, which cost the lives of nine

S S

men. Two other men were serious-
ly injured, one of them having been
blown into the air thirty feet. The
Dblasts were to have been set off

Monday.

The dead: R. T. and C. G.
McGhee, brothers, Max Mead-
ows, Va.; and F. Myers and J. L.
Smith, all white; John Byrd,
Allen Byrd, and Edward Byrd,
brothers, and Jasper Jackson
and Wash Lovern, all colored.

The injured: George Brew-
ster and Taylor Willis, both
colored.

Detnlls of the Explosion
(Special to The Times)

Pounding Mill.,, Va. Aug 13.—In a
premature explosion at the rock erush-
ing plant of the Pounding Mill quarr,vi
here nine men were instantly killed
this morning, four of whom were white }
men. The bodles of seven of the men
are buried under several hundred tnns'
of Timestone Rock, and it {s belleved |
| that several days will be required to
| recover them,

The hodies of . 2. Myvers and John
¥ o'ord were reeavered this morning
s!ortly after the ez plosion. |

N. and W. wrecking crews are at
work tonight clearing away the huge
limestona bouldlars,

The explofion wes canged by a spark |
from a steam shovel, igniting the pow- |
der in one of the dril) holes on the !
mountain side The shovel was loeat- |

with 2.200 pounds of powder and dyna-

under a drill hnle that had been ﬂlla-di
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ed about 30 {oot helow and directly |,
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Cnnsed by n Spark

A spark from the engine was lifted
by the breeze and carried high in the
air and descended directly in the hole |
containineg the explosive and ret ‘t off.

The concussion set off another shot
adjacent, and several hundred tons of
rock were piled down on the men and
helpers operating the chovel a short
distanca helow.

The men recelved no warning at all
of the impending digaster and were
consequently caught in a trap and
crushed to death,

The Pounding ™":.1 quarry, which
furnished crushed limestone for ballast
for the Norfolk and Western and fop
road building In the State is one of the
largest concerns of its kind in the
State, Thousands and thousands of
pounds of high explosives have heen
used in the past few vears without in-
jury to a esingle person, it is said.

Tt 13 the custom of the concern to
blagt out rork about every six months,
using approximately 15 to 20 tone of
dynamite and powder combined, Pre-
parations had bheen made for the semi-
annual blast for the 1- tter part of this
waek and 15 holes about elght inches
sauare and many feet deep had heen
filled with the explosives., Thirteen of
the holes remained ana will likely be
held In abevance for several days. The
tragedy has cast a pall over the little
village here, where the four whita men
killgd lived with their families and
were highlv respected and honored by
the citizens.

|

Sif Dodies Not Recovered,

Six of the bodies are still burled
beneath a small mountain of rock
which alsn hides a large steam shovel.
It is expected it will he noon tomor- |
row before the bodies can be recovered
by a railroad wrecking ecrew which
went to the scene late today.

The 1ock crusher is owned and op- |
erated by Hunter and Boxley, contrac-
tors, and was under the supervision of |
C. M. Hunter, auperintendent, Mr., |
Hunter tonight declared he sounded a |
warning immediately when he saw a
Spurn leave the stem shovel, but It
was too late for the men' to leave
their places. Roeks were hurled at
a conslderable distance and in every
direction. Mayor W. W. Boxley, of

| Roanoke, Va, & member of the contract-

ing firm, and City Manager W. P.
Hunter, of Roanoke, brother of Superin-
tendent Hunter, went to the Bcene to-
day.

Large crowds have gone to ths
crusher to watch section hands and
wrecking crews clear the debris away,

All the dead men left large families. i‘
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