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The exploson occurred at 8:10 Fri-|)
day morning, a short time after the
men had reported for work. The|,
steam shovel, operated by the two
McGee brothers, and a colored help-
er, was at work Jifting the large
stones, and the crew were at work
in the usual manner getting the rock|,
ready for the crusher. Without warn-
ing the terrific explosion occurred
and sent hundreds of tons of lime-
stone rock down on the men, cover-

" ing them with thirty feet or more of
the heavy stones. The four white
men were at work near the steam
shovel, and the colored men were
scattered about in different parts of

~ the pit. The bodies of all of the men,
excepting one, have been recovered.
One colored man’s body still remain-
ed under the debris Wednesday. All
of the bodies were terribly mangled,
almost beyond recognition. Under-
taker W. E, Peery, of Tazewell, was
called to the scene Friday afternoon,
and prepared the bodies for burial.
It is the custom' of the Pounding
Mill ‘Quarry to blow down sufficient
rock once annually to supply the
crushers, and the annual. blast was
set for last Monday. Fifteen holes,
cight inches in diameter had been
filled with the high explosive and lit-
tle remained to be done for the an-
nual blast. The holeg were being seal-
ed by W. A, Ashurr, the powder man.
The holes were drilled at the top of
the ridge fifteen feet apart, and
about ninty feet deep, and each hole
was charged with over half a ton of
explosives. Only two of the holes
were accidentally discharged, the

other thirteen remaining in tact. W,

W. Boxley & Co., of Roanoke, opera-

tors of the quarry, have had a large
force of men at work at the quarry
asince the explosion removing the

rock and recovering the bodies, A

wrecking crew of N. & W. has
been'at work all the sweek assisting
the quarrymen in getting the rocks
cleared away. Mayor Boxley, of Roa-
noke, was at Pounding Mill several
days last week aiding in the care of

.
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