
COAL FATAL 
REPORT OF A FIRE AT NO. 2 MINE 

/\MSTERDJ\!,j, OH I 0 
OCTOBER 29, 1919 - 20 KILLE!l 

(From the "Pittsburgli Post" Oct. 30, 1919) 

With fla,mes spreading back toward the 21 minr:,c·s !Tapped i,11 th,, 
north p<tssage of the No. 2 mine, mine officials toni_ght felt no 
hope for· the wen. Rescue parties formed from 0U1er worknie;1 w1:::re 
a.ble Lo remain in the mines' only a few min11Les beca.nse of the 
intense heat and smoke. 

Four American born wo ckmic::n were reported Lo be among t:.he 
m i11e 1·s en tombt,d wbc,,n a,nd elect r J. c genera to 1 cpe rating a fan 
exploded and set fire to the wood braces, according to compa.ny 
officials. The flames started 200 feet from the elevator shaft, Lt 
,v ;J. s s Cl i d . 

Partly suffocated and his clothing and hands bucned, a trip 
driver e111erged from the burning mine early lon'tgbt. He related how 
he lay on Lhe floor· of a mine car and his mule pul1ed l1im to the 
shaft. He said that the otl1er miners had started farther back. 

A water tank was emptied into the shaft by 
Steubenville fire department, which arrived here 
fight the fire, Rescue parties worked in relays 
reach the entombed men. 

a company <) f the 
tonight to helr, 
j,tl """n" effort to 

James Gray, aged 67, and Stanley Hinosld, aged -ll, g<'lve up 
their lives for 18 fellow n1iners 1 whose bodies were found today in 
No~ 2 n1ir1e, t:,vl1c➔ re Last \Vt~d11esd::-t:l fire ento1nl1ecl 20 miners~ 1'11e:ir 
deaths were caused by asphyxiation. The bodies of Gray and Hinoski 
were found this morning outside of room No. 2 off entry No. L5, and 
the o t rH" rs , h u d d 1 e d toge the r , and i n a s i t t i n g po st u re , ,< e re f o u n cl 
inside the r·oorn. 

In Lhei1· fi::;ht 1.;ith death the men had tr:ied Lo bralti( e Lhe 
room by improvisi:0 d means. ;\ wall of coat had been built b~, the men, 
and l:.his had been hr::i.ced with planks, mine t:ie,s cind other Limbc•i·, 
avai,lable, WiU1 their clothing; of 1.vhich man;v of Lhe men 1<ere 
stripped almosL to thc=, skin, they had stuffed crevices of the 
unfini•c;bed \v::111 a wall, whjch Lo them had they be8n a.b1e Lo 
comp 1 e L c .L t. , 1, o u l cl ha v c; been a w al l of J L f e - to pre v e 11 L U He? i n f Jo 1v 

of poisonous gas. 

Further details of the disaster were learned today from ::O 
lo1:1cJe :s and th1°ee clri vcc:rc:; \\ho escaped from the burning ird ne, ,vl1ich 
ha d lie(-, n s e t a b 1J1 z e by :ct 11 o v e rhea t e d a rm a tu t' e i n a r a n , b:, c u i t i 1 1 g 
Ll1ei.1· h1ay through an abandonc~d ,:ntr·y and co111ing out c1t rt :c;:ide 
ell L r a II c e t h t· 0' e m i J e s away , s i ,: ho u rs a f Le 1 · the f i, r· e :c; t u rte d . 'The 
luader:c; [ind d1·ivc~rs wer·e in Enlt·:1 No. 14, ,,,.iLh Gr::t~• and Hinoski. 
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W he n I h (-'; r .ir a Li rm was o u n cl e d , the m n i ri F: n t r 1 w b i c h 
n f1·ont oC Lhe fire, tar·ted to1,1:.cu·d Ent,· , ,,;b1cl1 \\'as beh:ind the 

blaz , io warn I miner ng lher·e, eeing tbaL it meant 1tre 
de Lb, afte1· Lhe had be,"n driven bacb S('"\e1·aJ L.i.rne by as and the 
fj r which :-:,; q11i. y '"at n i L cn,ard tlH'm, the 01:1.derc-_; ;:-nid 
d ·iv ::-: soi lit af !. flut Gr nd Hino k L n•fu ed L.o Leave the 
o the 1 g to Lhe L al. 
succeeded i11 reaching; utr 

a lmo:.,; t 
No. I 5. 

s11pe1·h1unan efforL the 

The pre 
encouragement 
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ence of m.Lnd, witb which Gt·a;i, and !lino:::; 
to the 18 othPrs, was apparent from the :.,;ize 

r2;ave 
or Lhe 

Th a t Gray mus t h ave been the g u i d i n g f i u re o n 1v ho m a l J p i n ll e d 
the i r hopes was al o id en t , 1' or w li i le L he o the r worked 1d th t. he 
hope U1 a t they co u l cl bu i_ 1 cl the w a 11 and s I:. a den Lb u n t i J l. l 1 e 
rescuers go I. to L he r o m , be f o J. low i. n g note , i n Gray ' s \v r t i rig 1,1 as 
found o a board nailed out ide the wall: "He] p ! The1·e arc, 0 men 
in thi room," 

There were only a f more feet of the opening to c.Lose wherr 
one b one the men were overcome by the gas. 

The wcn·k of the re.scuers was halted 
choked several entries. 

an explosion, 11hich 

This afternoon a conference was held between the Ohio Sta Le 
Mine Rescue crew and the llli.nois and Penns lvan:ia crews and a 
scheme wa devised where t reached the entry in spLb=- of Lhe 
fire and gas. 
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