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.A.n exp1osic,n occurred in South No. 3 sea1T1., 3rd lev,=ol, or th 
afternoon of August 28, 1918, at 4:20 p.rn., which twelve p";r:::,01,:c:: 
were kil-1ed and three ers seriously jnjured, One ndreo ana 
eighty-tr1re,'" r:>er:3ons v1ere ernplcyed in the rc:ilv2 on the day f the 
exolosion. 

The main entrance t the mine is through a ~lon° on No. 2 seam 
to the third level. A rock tunnel driven from No. 2 seam about 500 
feE0 t frcrn the :::olope butt.om and driven in tr1e foc,t wall i t<cers ct:::'. 
Nos. J and 4 seams. All three seams were being worked at the time 
of the explosion. The mine was on safety lamps and all sh s were 
fired by tr1e f irebo:3s. Ganc:Jways ncrt and .scuth are dL'i ven o+'f the 
rock tunnel on No. 3 seam. Thirty-eighth persons were employed in 
No. 3 south on the dav f the explosion. 

Tri;::; pitch is dbout 50 degre,2s and the system of working wa~: 
breast and pillar, the brea.st.s being dri VE,n abc,ut 18 feet wide 
where conditions allowed it, with a manway on ri6 side, wooden 
brattice between chute and manway to ccnduct the air to t~e face. 
In No. 3 south, breasts Nos. 18 and 27, inclusive, gangway, counter 
and No. 31 gangway chute, which was the inside place, were working 
on the day of rne exp~osion. The fireboss fired the shots twice 
each day, at noon and between 4: 00 and 4: 3 0 f'. m. , v{h ich Vlas 
qu:itting time. 

At the time of the explosic)n th,2 firebo::;s ·was mak n•~T his ,-;c:, 

round and all the men workinq in tha= part f the rnine.:c had e t 
their working place.s and all t the twelve ki71ed and ~~hrr:oe 
injured had reached the ck tunnel leading from South 1, r had 
rt-..;a_c 1-1 ed t t1 E: :::~ 1 t C)HL.. 1\.1 t t1 c!u_ q l-1 t l1 t::: e XI) l. C) ,s i c)11 V.Ji3 . . s f e 1 r~ 
thrc,us1hout the mine n '.!lle vta.s injured except j nsr Ln South 3 
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The conclusion of nearly everyone 
inv/C•,stiqatic>n wa5 that the shot in Ne, 24 m.i..st 
explosion for the following reason. The shots in 

h an 
}~J,=-1-;Je cr:1u E~cJ tl-1E-2 

must have been ignited before the fireboss reached the 
he was nd on acc~unt of the distance he hao to travel af~er 
lic;htinq hem, That c;as wa:::; prec:;en4::: in No. 2 1J when the ::::hot was 
li d was the conclusion reached and it was thouaht that as there 

· , t ·, r r 
WETS no SilUCS a ::::_ne I.ace OI. No. 24 the fireboss did not aive it as 
car:-eful an examination a::; he .should. ThE""re ls d1v,'ays a sil:Llit\l 
in a gaseous mine vent lated on the gangway-counter system, of tt,e 
loader::, pullinq the coal t•elow th0~ bulkhead, thereL,y shc,rt 

rcui ting the air. Thi::, m2y have ha (c0 d as tvr:, tri p.s were 
loaded out CJf Nos. 19 and 1 chu t.es, bE,tween :i and 11 p .m. 1 ano 
would account for the gas being present. 

South 3 wa.s not considered dusty. The gangway was wet and c 
p.i ch workj_ng:3 most places were damp, but considerable du.·,t. wa.•3 
made by the coal running down the chut'::-:cs. At th;=, time f ·he 

osion whatever dust was oresent was in su 
sc) many .shot.s being fired and the men trc3,ieling down tlvc? man1,-ravs at 
quitting time. When the s was ignit 1)d whatever dust was pre.sent 
·v1a_,,3 1 cJ. i r1 s usrJe112 i (Jll v1t1 i cl-1 a_ccc)1-Jr1 s f cir t "t-1 12 exi:._, l c:is ic)rl tJs i r1,1. 
carr.i ed trJroughout tJ-ie workings and to the qangway wher,e.., it d.ied 
out on account of the gangway being wet. The men who were killed 

roc:k tunnel were killeo by tli.e conc1..1::3sion 
and were not burned, for the flame did not reach that far. 

7he lessons to be learned from this accident are that the 
safety of a mine depends a 9reat deal on a 11 ernoloyed therein Learn 
the trapper.s to the officials and a great deal depends on the fire 

ses and shotlighters, especially in safety lamp mines where gas 
ctr1d d1J_st ar·E.~ :r;>resE:~nt, :tcir it_ a caJ:eft11 e:><.an1i11at.ic)r1 i~j }1CJt. rr1c1cl(:::; 

fore shuts are firE:id an accidE.rnt .such a:::5 thE, above can 'IE.➔ ry 

easily occur. The :::;ystem of firing shoL3 at quitting time and 
havinq th,,.=, s tl~_qhter ljgJ-Jt t1-v:~m on the run as was done in Bu:crv=:,tt 
is a very dangerous ctice and should not be allowed, for men 
will be careles:s in their .hu to 9et thrOU(lh the places. ;l 
shot irer who is al otted a certain time in which to fire stats 
gPnPr?lly requires the full tirr~ to do i~ properly. practice 
of getting the shot5 fired and being ab.l to lE,nve th>? miw2 ace; .so:Jn 

tl . . d . d . , 1 as .1is is .one is con ucive co aouses 
s b.01..1 ld ~t~)E:Cd t c1 l lut t.ed -1- 7 rr1r~-\ _L r1 f i rin~1 shots i ri r ~ r 
district. If bu few .shots are fired, prolonging the time between 
:chats i::: only liable tc, tend tc qn2aT<'',r :-:,a ty, :;Jherev,0.,r po~-;~-; ibl(', 
:"3hooting 21l1c.>1.1Ld be, donE, after c:he ffl(2n leave the rc,inE,. Coal_ d1J2,t in 
nc'1s c.1u;=; m.1°1e:,, if only ir :c-;rndJJ ar:titie.s, must be taken cai,e F 

c1n,J t:,-lt:: _i_11~Jr:i 1:=-~c:t:i c-1n d•?.F1 ciL"'trnex--1l v1il] c1r·cl/'.;:_:_r s}-1oc)ti11c1 2:1t.cJf:itJ'?cl in a __ J 
rn j_ n. I'.:'; ::5 \r,7 :r-1 t~~ ';' 8 4- }"1 j_ C) i S n C) t. d c\ r1 i::-:~ .. 



The following is a list of che killed and njured: 

NAME 

Mike 
81a je 

1.](JllI] s CJJJ 

Gus 
Fiei er 

AGE 

29 

42 

36 

Elle Ta.It .36 

Mc1kkela 

Otto 
Nakkc_::ola 

T c)n1 

em.minq 

Dan Reese 

Ree.se 
,Jenkins 

,Jacob 
Sippo_Ia 

C_laucUus 
Tomaczat 

Georqe 
Marich 

37 

L/3 

43 

28 

MARRIED NATION- OCCUPl'tTION ORPH}\N:~ 
CR SINGLE A.lITY 

Sinqle Austrian Niner 

Jvlarried Finn Firel,oss 10 

]vJarried 1 ·-

MArr-f Pci Italian MineT 2 

Married Finn ner 1 

MaTrj_ed .f'_inIJ ~"? 

Sin e Irish Miner 

Narried Niner 

Sin e vveLsh J\,Jiner 

lvJa rr i ed Finn Niner 

Siner le French Mi_ner 

Aus tri_an Miner 

INJURED.-- Martin McDonough, John Sertich, and Steve Vu 

·1 

~ 
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