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WATER FROM OPEN PIT BURST IN-
TO MINE DROWNING MANY

FOUR MEN RESCUED SO FAR

Mine Imlehls lm That Some
Have Escaped to the Stopes
Where They Can be Rescued

The very latest word from the
Amasa-Porter mine is that there
Is a possibility of rescuing some
of the entombed miners. The last
man up says he saw some of the
men running towards the back
end of the mine and thinks that
some of them got up in  the
stopes and are above sand and
water level which is aseertained
to be 16 feet. The pumps are
working and the men are work-
Ing back through raises In an ef-
fort to get around and down inte
the stopes on the fifth level where
the men are supposed to be,
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The worst mining accident that
Iron county has seen since the great
Mansfield disaster of twenty-four
years ago, occurred at the Amasa-
Porter mine of the Nevada Mining
Co., shortly after noon on Thursday.

Water which had accumulated in
the open pit, cause by the cave-in of
last week, brok through under bulk-
heads which were put in to hold it
back, and filled the mine with sand
and water. It is thought that the wa-
ter worked through a crevice,

The accident occurred at 12:45, just
as the men were being lowered to
their work, and only one load of men
was down in the mine when the wa-
ter broke through. Three of the men
on that load succeeded in getting to
the ladder In time to make their es-
cape up the shaft. They were taken
out very shortly after the accident oc-
curred. One additional victim was
caught and partly submerged in the
sand and water, but about § o'clock
hig rescue was affected.

First Cave-in Last Week,

Operations at  the Amasa-Porter
mine were started in 1914 when the
present shaft was sunk and the mine
opened up, during the succeeding
year., The ore produced by this prop-
erty Is mostly of a Bewsemer grade
and is very desirable In iron manufac-
ture at the present time. For that
reason heavy demands were made up-
on the mine during the shipping sea-
sons of 1916 and 1917 and a large out-
put was expected therefrom the com-
Ing season.
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The mine wag being worked upon
the caving system. There Is an over-
burden of about %0 feet of quicksand
The rock gupports were firmer than
expected, so that the caving of the
sand overburden didn't come as quick-
ly as was expected and the mine had
been opened up on five levels, a tota!
depth of about 600 feet before the ex-
pected caving of the surface occurred. !

In  expectation of this cave, con-
crete bulkheads were put in to guarl
the openings that led from the oll
workings to the shaft. It was expec:-
ed that these bulkheads would holl
back any pressure from the expected

open pit. |
Men Had Just Gone Down, I

The men who lost their lives had
Just been lowered to work after nt-'
“g their dinner on the surface. Had
the accident occurred ten minutes
sooner no one would have been injur-
ed; had it occurred half an hour lu:’-
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(Continued on Page Five)
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there is some question about Oscar
Johnson, Victor Kivimacki, Matt Is0-
1ato and Charles Knevila being among
those missing.

Similar Accidents,

An occurrence almost identical
kind occurred at the Fogarty mine
a year ago on the Fourth of July. The
surface had been caved and a great
burden of water was caught up
the sand of the open pit thus formed,
On the morning of the Fourth of July
with but two men about the place, the
sand and water succeeded In working
through some old stopes and the mine
wag filled in a few moments. As no
one was at work in the stopes and
drifts, no lives were lost, but the sand
bothered the operators of the mine
for a long time.

The Mansfield disaster of 1883 was
caused by the giving away of the
surface of the mine which lay under
the bed of the Michigamme river and
‘| the river was turned into the mine,
twenty-eight men in its
furush. Only a few of the men escap-
ed and they did so by climbing the
ladders against a terrific volume of
water that poured down the shaft.

Mine Badly Affected.

The accident will affect the mine
" | very badly as with the best of luck it
*| will be several weeks if not a couple
of months before the mine is freed of
danger and then comes the difficult
task of getting rid of the quicksand
that has sealed up every crevice about
E the underground openings.

drowning
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The operators expected to get out |y
a good sized shipment this year, and
the accident will severely handicap
them in many ways. »

The property is operated by the Ne-
vada Mining Co., a co-partner of the |
Judson Mining Co., of which the E. J.
Longyear mineral interests are the
moving spirits. Connected with them
are the Porters of Chicago and the 4
headquarters of the company Is at
Chicago. They are independent opera-
tors, selling their ores on the market

Narrow Escape for Children.

When the caving of the surface oc-
curred a week ago, a number of the
gchool children had a very narrow es-
cape. The ore body lies directly be-
neath the old county road to Amasa.

Last year the county road commission
nbnm a new road away from all dang-
o., but the old road was used as A
short cut by people going back and
ﬁfoﬂh from the mining location.

The children had just passed over
the affected portion and gotten clear
of all danger when down went the
b | surface and an open pit about 300
feet long and 200 feet wide loomed
up with the road over which the child-
ren had traveled leading across the
center of it
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