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INTRODUCTION

About 2 o'clocﬁ P. ., on ¥y 20, 1818 a fire occurred in
the main;air~course of the Vills Mine of the Mill Creek Camnel
Mining Company, resulting in the death of thirteen men and two
mules, only two men escaping alive.

All of the men died from -suffocation. Four bodies were re-
covered avout & ¥. M. on the day following the fire and the re-
maining nine were located and removed early on the morning of

May 22nd.

GRNERAT,  INFORMATION

Location:~ The Villa Mine is located in Kanawha County, wWest
Virginia, District ¥o. 6 of the State Mine Inspection Department,
about ten miles east of Charleston and five miles from Milliken,
the nearest railroad station and shipping point on the Coal &

Coke Railroad. The post-office is Villa, West Virginia.

Ovmership:~ The mine is operated by the Mill Creek Camnnel Min-
ing Company of which Mr. J. H. Deegan, Electric Building, Cleve-~
land, Ohio, is president; C. H. Blaine of Villa, W. Va., Gemeral

lanager and 5. 3. Buckner, also of Villa, W. Va., Hine Foremal.
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Geology: Ho. 5 Block (Hiddle Kittaning) Coals At one to ten feeg
under the Hast Lyun sandstone there occurs the most persisteﬁx and
important coal bed in the whole Allegheny series. Ti:is bed has been
mined in the Kanawhsa Valley for more than seventy-five years, and was
named the Ho. 5 Block Tozl. It lies from sixzty to two Imndred feet
above a hurd, persistent black flint rock, wihich occurs  in the Kan-
awha and Blk Valleys and has been named the Ksnawha Black Flinte This
coal bed is nearly always found at ifs proper geologicsl horizon and
of workable thickness, and most probably represents the Lower and iiddle
Kittaning beds compined, since the bed is gemerally a multiple one,
separated into two or more strata by partings of slate and bone.

In Kenawhs County this coal is usuzlly of "Block™ typs, and is
hard, breaking into large Dlockse. It forms an excellent steam and do-~
mestie fuel, is very hard, unot breaxing egsily 1n merketing, and does
‘not disintegrate when exposed to the air, thus forming an excellent coal

for shiryping purposes. (West Virginia Geological Survey; 1914).
Coal: The Ville iline is located in the #lk District, near the head
waters of 111l Creek, and is opened on the No. 5 Block Coal according
to the Ksnawha County Reports of the iest Virginia Geological Survey.
The roports of the State Departiuent of ilines designates it as the Kill
Creek Cammel seam.

The seam aversges about 3' - &" in thickness with a mors or less
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persistent shale parting of approximately 2% in thickmess, occur—
ring usually sbout one ivot from the Dbottome

The seam is composed entirely of cannel coal of excullent gual-
itye The portion lying below the shale parting ds of "Block" types
Hoof: The lmrediate roof consists of slate of fairly éood tuallty
but reguires systemstic timbering to make 1t safe. Roils or liorge-
backs are encountered from tvime to time. The mzin roof 1s composed
largely of sandstone of variable thiciiness.
Floor: The floor for the most part is composed of g hard fire clay
with a glossy surface and does not become mized with the coal.

Gas: HMethane has never been detected.

.

DEVELORIL T AND SYSTEM OF WORKING.

The Viila Kine is a drift opening, having a maln culry and air

coursecs he mine v

&

a8 opened several years ago and develowed on the
room and pillar system with apparently but 1litile thought having been
given to a uwniforn or systemstic lay out of the minsc. (Unfortunately
a map of the mine was not available. Only one print was to be had

following the accident and due to possible errors it is understood

tiat the print wes of little value to the exploring parties.)
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A small shaft some fifteen feet in depth connected & section
of the abandoned workings with the outside. Due to the condition of
the shaft as brought out at the Coroner's Inguest (see ippendix] it
did not, under the State iining Law, constitute amsecond opening.™
While the arsa mined covered several acres, &t the same time the live
workings were limited, only fifteen men being employed underground.
dining:

It is understood that the entire output was shot off the solid.
axplosives;

Black blasting powder was used to shoot the coal.

Haulage: |

Two mules handle the output from the face to the tipple.
4t the tipple the coal is loaded into cars of three tons capacity and
delivered by a steam locomotive over a narrow gauge road to another
tipple at iilliken Station on the main'line of the Coal & Coke Railroad,
some five miles distant. From the latter tipple the coal is loaded
into the railroad cars.

Freparation of Cosl:

The tipple is eguipped with screen bars for making the
following grades of coal: Pea, Mut, fLgg, Lump and Block.
Lizhting:

Open lights ars used exzclusively.

Ventilation:

The mine was ventilated by a disc fan about five feet in



diameter, located approximately 500 feet from the drift moutl

inside the mine and belt driven by a gasoline engine.

. According to the most authentic information, the engine was

placed on a concrete foundation only & few feet away from the fan

which was surrounded by wood work. A4t the time of the acciden

it is understood the fan was operating as a force fan.

STORY OF THik ACCIDEHT |

The fire originated in the air-course at the point where the
ventilating eguipment was located. It appears that the engine
either took fire, due probably to overheating, or else the gasoline

tank exploded. The exact cause will likely never be detemnined.

Due to the high inflammability of the coal, the ribs of the air-
course, which were only a few feet away, were readily ignited.

Conceding that the fan engine was 1dle as the boy attendant testi-

fied at the inguest in Charleston on iay 2b6th, nevertheless the
mine was rapldly filled with smoke and the exit of thirteen of the
With some assistance from the

fifteen men underground was cut off.

outside, two of the trapped men were able to escape through the

shaft tapping the old workings.,

RECOVERY WORK

ral idea of the recovery work accomplished by others than

@
I
8}
H

of liimes representatives can be obtained from the sworn state-
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ments attached of the Mine Foremsn, two State Inspectors who were
present and vhe boy whose duty it was to tend the sngine operating
fan. (See appendiz.)

On the day of the ire, the C:lef of the Department of kines
was holding & mine foremans' examinstion in Charleston. Upon re-
ceipt of notice of the accident, about fifty of the men taking the
cxamination voluntesred thusir ssrvices and accompanied the Chief to
the scene of the accident on & special train. Yie services of such
a large number of experienced nining men greatly expedited the re-

covery works

Shortly after receiving word of the accident, the State Depart-

ment of Hines had a fan and gssolins eﬁgiﬁe rushed to the mine and
installed at the drift mouth. The installation of this temporary fan
made it possible to explore the greater portion of the mine without
the use of oxygen breathing spparatus.

iline of the entombéd.men attemmted to erect a harricade to the

after davp by placing = ng of gob and coal aCross z Narrow room.

The room was approximsztely 15 feet wide and the barricade, which was

placed about ten feet from the room face, had reached a height of two

feet when death overtook the entombed men. LZven had they been success-

ful in completing sing, life would have been prolonged only &

short time on account of the very limited space sealed up.



The nine bodies were found back of the barricade togetner with nine
dinner buckets, four powder flasks and three su0vels.

The Tfour mem first discovered evidently were overcome dulckly
v had not traveled z zreat way from thelr working w»laces, nor
had they made any attempt to protect tuemselves by barricading.

It 1s gratifying to note from the account of the Bureau's activi-
ties in this conmection that Mr. ¥W. J. Heatherman, Chief of the De-
partment of Mines, wired direct to Car 8 for assistunce. The account

follows:

On Tuesday morning at 8330, HMay 1, 1918, kr. Lilly, Poreman in

Q

iizrge of Car 8, received a telegram from Hre 7. J. Heatherman, Chief
of Departuent of Mines, Cuarlsston, ¥. Va. The mnessage stated that i
desired the assistence of Mine Rescue Car 8 and crew at the Mill Creek
ine fire, located ten miles from Charleston, . Va. Mr. Lilly im-
mediately wired ackuiowiedgasnt of message to Mr.Heatherman snd notified
Wasiington and Pittsburg olrices.

Arrangenents were tien made with Station Agent at lonongah, ¥W. Vae
to have Car 8 taken out with all p»ossible huste.
The car left Monongah, 7. Va., at 10:45 A. K. en route %o said ine

s

arrived at Grafton, W. Va., 1:50 P. M., left by special cngine 2:50 P.

e, wrrived Buchcsunon, W.Va., 4:00 . I, Left 4:15 ©. . on the Coal



& Coke Railroad by special engine, arrived at Gassawzy, W. Va.,
9:15 P, M., left 9:18, arrived at Milliken, V. Va., 12:30 i. .,
iy 22, 1918. This was the nearest railway point to the Villa iline,
which was still five miles away.

On arrival st Milliken, Robert Lilly and William H. Forbes,
Crew of Car 8, proceeded to the mine by means of z small dinkey engine
over & narrow gauge railway. The distance was covered in forty-five
ninutes.

On arrival at Ville, Mr. Lilly held & conference with
Chief iline Inspector, ir. Heatherman. It was decided that it would
be necessary to wear breathing apparatus to explore a part of the
mine where it was supposed that the remaining nine men were located.

On asking for assistaace, three men that had been previously
trained by the Bureau of Mines willingly volunteered. Their names
are George Symon, Crown Hill, V¥. Va., 4. . isrshall, Pax, W. Va.,
R. H. Tinsley, Berwind, ¥. Va.

Messrs, Lilly and Forbes then returned to Car 8 for the rescue
eguipment, returning to the mine at 5:30 .., May 22.

On arrival at the mine, the crew wearing apparatus was examined

by two doctors. Crew wearing breathing apparatus entercd the mine at

L

-~

(e

TN

.5 headed by Robert Lilly carrying safety lamp and capvary bird, with

F

Wa. . Forbes in the rear carrying extra oxyzen vottle, followed



by Chief Mine Insoector Heatherman and a crew of six men without
apparatus .

The Crew Wéaring breathing appai‘atus did not turn on oxygen
untlil a trap door was reached, snd at this point a fresh alr base
wes established. After resting here for five minutes, 1% was de-
cided that the gpraratus crew would explore beyond the trap door
under OxXygelle

While resting here R. H. PTinsley, one of the apraratus men
snowed sigms of excitement, and at the reguest of Mr. Lilly, he
was left at the fresh alr bzse. The men under oxygen, =nd apparatus
working good, then went through trap door and explored for one hour
and fifteen minutes in the part where it was supposed that nine of
the men were entombed. The crew retwrned to the fresh air base and
reported to Ciief Heatliermen.

While apparatus crew was resting, men without zpparatus explored

another sszction of the mine and discovered the nine bodies lying to-

sn had made an attempt to build a

gether at the face of a room. The
parricade but had di:=d before it was coupleted.

sxuloring party then returned to the outside of the mine. Ire
Heathermen, Chief Mine Inspe sctor , engaged men to remove the nine

El

bodies from the minc.

Ry



At 2:00 P. M., Hay 22, 1918, Mr. D. J. Parker and Mr. George

e, Py

ines Flttsburgh offics, arrived at the

#cCaz from the Buresu of

mine too late to participate in the recovery worke.

‘ding to the evidence evolved at the Inguesst, it appears

o

Accox

1. That the fen and gos cngine had been oyérating in the mine
at the same point as they were on the day of whe fire for several
Jears.

2. That those in guthority had raised no objectiovn whatever
to the location and installetion of the ventilating ecuivment.

S Thet the last inspection of the mine was fourteen months
orlor to the dissster.

That sald ventilating e¢uipment was not installed and operated

»
=
®

cordance with the State Hining Law.

[y
5

5. That an adequate second opening or escape way was not provided
as required by the Hining Lawes
6o That the mine foreman, even after the disaster, did not seem

to fully appreciate the danger of uuch an installation of vent:leting

10~



That the mine foremen Aid not hold a certificate of com-
‘tate of -est Virginia.

7
n from the

petency as a mine Zorew

CONCLUSIONS.
1. That grave responsibility devolves on those charged with
the safety of the men in the mine.
From a standpoint of safety, the proctice of opercting
2e done in ti.is case cumnot be too severely

ent s wo

opening been provided it is probable thzt no

condemiede.

3« Had
loste

lives would have besn

a second

‘11..1);3.‘1‘.1.\)_‘14 .

State Insnection force bg increasad to the extent

le That the

that will permit of feg
t operators be given only a reasonable length of time in

larger oues

2
secure the services of a certified mine foreman.

ha
Wiich to i
That an adequate second opening be provided and proper signs,

5-
clearly indicating the way to the outside, be nosted.
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At an inquisition held &t the office of the Department
of Mines in the City of Charleston, County of Kanawhs, on the
£5th day of Hay, 1918, before P. S. Shirkey, Coroner of said

County, upon the bodies of:

Lee Lucas ¥, #, Hormen
Harry Buckuer Andrey Buckner
Curtis Hatheny Bura Hatheny
Aligon Lucas Giles ‘orkman
Jim Young Znoch Hunter
Wilbur Hunter Imory Belcher

John Seamoson
Brfie lay lacey, Stenographer, and the following Jurors:
Ae Mo Salyers, John W. ¥ry, D. #. DPaylor, W. M. Lynch, G. A.
Gosnorn, dJe il Kings The dJurors being first duly sworn, tne
following evidence was introduced:
Presdnt: P. 5. Shirkey, Coroner
Frank Lively, Assistant
Attorney General.

W. J» Heatherman, Csief
Department of Minese

00008 *Ce0000C00SEOBEEISIBLELETOISES



ZACH EVALS

Zach Evans, the first witness called, after being

duly sworn, testified as follows:
Examined by Frenk Lively, Assistant Attorney Gemerasl.
Qe 1. What is your occupation? 4. I em working for the

Ao

State as District iine Inspectore
QYe 2o Mr. Evans, were you called to a mine explosion in

this State up Elk River recently? A« Yes sir, I was called
Honday about ¥:00 o'vlocke.

Qe 3, What day was that? A. 20th of Hay.

Q. 4. What did you do, where did you go, and what did you
see? A. VWell, we got ready and went up there as quick as we
could - to Ville mine on Mill Creek, Kanawha County, VWest Virginia.
Ke Do Zxplain what had happened there? A. Well, when we got
there we wers told that a gasoline engine nad exploded and caught
fire and the mine was a Tire. ¥We went in the mine about 500 feet.

Qe 6. Was it a drift nine? A. Well, it was a drift mine -
Camnel coal operation. |
Q.‘7. Jas it upon the side of the mountain? 4. Ho Sir, it wes

out on a level of a branch line ~ it came in to the Cosl & Cokee



Qe 8. Vas the entrance of the mine about level with the bramch?
A. About thirty feet higher. Jibout tipple height.

Q. 9« Was the trend of the mine dowvaward or upward from the en-
trance? Ae It had a dip from the drift, that would lst the cars to
the tipple from the drift mouth. It was like all other minss up theree

de 10. Had you ever been in tiis mine before? 4. Ho sire

Qs 1l. Aboﬁt what is the size of the operation? 4. Well, it did
not sesm to he very large. T.ey employ about fourteen men.

8. 12, Do you lmow wio owns the mine? A. Fo sire

de 15+ What was the first thing you did when you got to the mine?
4. Well, wien we £ot to the mine we went in.

Q. 14. Did you see a fire? 4. Yes sir.

Q. 15. Tell the Jury whet you did. A. We went as close to the
fire as we could. ey had & stoping put in and canvas over the front
of ite. It was a very poorly built stovning, and we took the cemvas
baclk end looited into the fire. We could get within forty feet from
the storping to the fire, as near as I couldjudge.

de 16+ How far did you go into the mine before you cams to this
stopping? A. I judge about 550 or 600 feet

Qe 17+ 4bout now far from the mouth of the mine was the five?

A. About 800 feet from the mouth of the mines
4. 18+ From gyour personzl observsilon could you tell the cause

of the fire? A. Only whot I was tolde



de 18. Did you sce any dead bodies? If so, tellthe Jury all
about ite A. Later on I dide Hext day I saw four bodies.
Ge 20. What was done in the meantime? A. Well, we put in

oppings and tried to get to the dead men.

o

t

S

4. 2l. Tell about the bodiese 4. Some time durinr* Tuesday
the 21st we found the four bodies, a.nd. then we had to change our
olanse. We had to reverse our fan and go to the othsr side of the
mine.

€. 22. Did you find any dead bodies, and wio were they® Ae
I did not xmow the names of any of them.

Qe 23+ Wnerc did you find them? A¢ Tucy were found back of

.
the fire about six or eight iundred feet. e worked our way around
the fire, and in the first heading these men were found.

8. 24. These dead bodies were back of the fire in tie mine?

A« Yes szir, they were shut off with the fire.

de 25. How did you get by the fire? 4. We carried a current
of air around the air course on the left side of the mine.

Re 26+ ‘here did you find then? Tell all about finding these
dead bodies. 4. They were found dead lying on the main entry on
the left side of the mine, and that was all we found onv that side.

de 27+ From your obssrvativa of these bodies, can you tell the

Jury now they came to their death, and their conditlon? 4. It s.emed

-



as though they had been smothered to death, caused by the mine fires

Qs 28+ ‘tere they lyinz down? A. Some on their face and some
on tneir back.
Qe 29. How many? A. Four in a bunch.

Qe 30. Was tiat 2l11l? A. o, we found nine od the right side of
the nmine. The other side of the mine.

Qe 3l. Uhat do you mean by the other side of the minef 4. The
right hand side of the minee.

Qe 32+ Do Fou Imow the name of any of f}aese zen?t If so, tell
the names. A. I was {old the nsmes but don't remember.

Q. 33. About how far from the fire did you find these dead
bodies in the right side of the mine? A. That would be pretiy hard
- for me to say. Ve had to work our waythrough old works and I could not
tell how far from the fire it was.
de 34+ Is the fire still burning? A. It was when I left theree

Qe 35s en did you lesve? Wednesdseys.

Qe 564 Whet condltion did you find these nine bodies in? 4. Ve
foundi them all together with a storping partly built up&vithin two feet

of the roof.

N

Qe &7+ Lying on each other, or piled up? A. Some had their

sihirts over their heads, and some 1ying on their face and backe.

8.38. Jiny sitting un? A. Ho sir.

i



de 39. How did these men come to their death? A. I.jﬁdge
it was from the smoke caused by the mine fire.

Y. 40+ Did you discover any gas in the mine® 4. Ho sire

de 41. Is it a gaseous mine? A. I don't imow, I had never
been in the mine beforz.

Q. 42+ From your observation could you tell where these men
had been working$ A. ¥ went to some of the working faces that
the boss told us they had worksd in. Ve put a stopplng In and trizd
to find them.

Qe 43+ Was this a new works? A. Toey called 1t the new works.

Qe 44+ Had anybody been working there? Had any coal bsen shot

dorm? A. HNo sir, there had been a slate stooping put upe. Had track

de 4B5. How many entrances to tiis mine? A. There is only one
permancnt entrance. e other was an entrance but very hard to get

o}

torough. Supposed to he twos

| Ye 46+ One was tle waeln cntrance where the fire was burning,
and the other was an insufiicient or temporary one. How explain %o
the Jury about these entrances. A. The other entrance was a second
ovening to the outside. It was 1n pretty bzl shape.

Qe 47+ Wnat is pretty bad shape? 4. Bad to travel.



Qe 48+ Could the air get through in this entrance? A. No
sir. e rad to take the air tiwough. e bad to teke our venti-
lation with us, and clesn up everytiing that was in the road.

e 49. Fhat was 1a the road? A. Slate falls.

2. 50« Was the slate fslls sufficient to obstruct the air

Qe Ble. hen you got to the burning mine that evening, Hre

.

dvens, who was the first person you saw? A. The mine boss was

Qe B2s What 1s his name? A. Mr. Buckner.

Qe 53e ihere did you see him? A. I met him at the Villa

Ye B4+ How far from the burning mine? A. I judge 400 fect
from the drift mouth.

Qe Bbe What was going on at tie mine when you got there?
A« The best I remember they were installing pipe lines to put
water in the mine.

de 56e You say you do not know the cause of the fire, except
from informmation? A. No sir. Only what I was tolde.

de 876 What was your Informstion from the MMine Foreman as 1o

L,

re? A. He claimed the cngine blowed up and

e

the origin of the

Fh

ire the cosl.



de B84

the mouth of

Q. 60.

Leb20

did not see

Q- 65-

tire mouth of the mine, you would

‘:;,',o 66.

deatn, or the ownership of the mine?

tne fire had bzen caused by

lieve.

what caused the

You were simply told by

Whnat engine? A. The o0il engine that drove the fane

Where was the oil engine? A. It was about 800 feet from

the mine attached to the fane.
Out in the open air? A. Ho sir, in the mine.
I did

What wind of an engine was it, or did you sse 1t? 4.

Too much Tire.

dhere was the fan? A. I ¢id not see the fane

Was the fan inside or outside? A. I suppose inside, bat I

ite

If there had been a conmection from the engine to the fan at
nave Seen it, would you not? 4. Yes sir.
You cannot give the mname .+f any of these persons who met their

A. o sire

Examined by Mre. Spillman, Attoraey-At-Lawe

Mr. Eveas, when you got to the mine it hzd been burning several

A. Had a pretty big fire.

2. Of course, you hgve no knowledge and don't desire to be under-

fire? A. I am not trying to do thate.

some parsons tuat you Jound there that

e plosion of a gausoline engine? A« wus

told by mine forausne



Qe 4o Heithir the Hine Foreman or anyone :zlse claimsd to have any
knowledge what caused the fire. 4. Did not cuestion theme

%e Do Did you see or talk to the two men who were in the mine at

-

that time, who escaped and got out? 4. If I did I did not know who they

Were .
de 6. You saw the alr shaft? A. Yes sir. There is a hole about
twelve feet from the outside to the working place in the mine.

de 7+ How Gid these men get out? 4. I understood that these two

men khad knocked out a stopning to bet over into the shaft. Now, I do
not xmow thils to be sure, only understood it.
Lyamined by D. We Taylor, ilember of the Jurye.

Qe 1o What was burning in the mine? 4. The coal was afire.
de e Did 1t burn steadlly, or did i1t buarn by explosions large or

o

small? A. Just a great Dbig fire.

s

Could you tell from the fir: whether tiere appeared to be

&L
.
&3]
»>

any gas burning? A. There wos smoke coming from the firee.

W. Bs Riggleman, the second witnsss, after first being duly swornm,

oo

Bxamined by Frank Lively, Assistant Atbtorney General.

v

de 1o Give wour occupation and residences. A. I am District iline

Inspoctor of the 4th District, and reside in Falwwont, «. Ve
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« 2« dhen Aid you get to this mine disaster on Honday the 20th? A.

I arrvived there sbout 6:00 o'clocite

o
3

O3
.

Wren did you first receive notice? 4. About 2:00 or 3:00 of

e
clock.

Qe 4. ‘here were you at that time? A. At the State House.

Qe B. TYou ilmmediately went to the scene of the disaster? 4. Tes sir.

de 6. You arrived there wren? A. Some time near 6:00 o'clocke

Qe 7. Ixgplain to the Jury what you saw, and what you 4id? A. Waeen
we arrived there we "Changed our clothes and went right up to the mine and

went In 40 the fire as close as we could. Came bhack out of the mine and

«

went In the maln entrance and put uwp another stoopings They had oue stop-
ping up. Ve opened the onme they had up and locked at the fire and put up
another stopping right behind that and made it more securce

de 8s Then vhat did you do? 4. Ten we auot a fan. The Chief sent
1

us a fan and we installed it and started ite Then we went in without fresh
alr current and put wp & stopping rizght behind the stopsing in the maln

heading, which intersected the mein airway. We clegned up falls in that

jny
n

alrway witil we could h*et to the first working place on the left side of the
mine. We examined that »lace and &id not find anyone there. The fumes
Jhat our fan was vringing out came to the holliow and we had to come to the

outside. e waited until the air crLaonged and took the jumcs the other way
e Cu 111 Ll 8 & L.I’lb % 2

o

and then got some more hely and went in the mine ag-in, end put o stosping

oo

St

e fan on the heading, and that was as far as we went in that

ot

in above

particular nart of the miue,



Q¢ 9. Did you discover any bodies there? 4. No sire. The other
men gof the hodies.
e lUe Did you sse the bodies lying in the mine, and can you tell
anything sbout thsir condition or position from your owa personal Xnow-

ledge? 4. I 21id not ses the four wodies. I sew the other nine.

We 1le Whot did you do after these four bodics were brought out of

tie mine? A. After these four bodles were brought out of the mine, we

reversed our fzn and made it a force fan, and then went in on the other side
of the fire as far az we could. On Vednzsday morning we vent back in the

mine again and advanced on several imndred feet further and found the other

nine bpodies. They had attempted to seal themseslves wo in & spuce aboub

de 12. Abcut how far were they from the fire at a rough guess? Ae
It would be pretty hard for me to maks a rough guess, as we had to go over

N

to get to thsuse bodies

zag road
de 15¢ Was there =mmch smoke and fumes from the fire? A. A% that
places.

Ge 14. 411 through the mine? A. e took our fresh alr current and
;removed the smoke and fumes. We could not have went without the alr currente

Qe 15« Do you xmow how the fire originated? 4. Only what I was tolde
ey supposed the gasoline engine tlowed up that was running the fon.

Qe 16e Do you.know wiere the gasoline engine wes? A. Only what they

told ne .

~10-



de 17. ¥What was the gesoline engine used for? 4. For running

de 18 ‘here was the fan? Ao Do not kmow - only what I was told.
de 19+ Mr. Riggleman, what caused the death of these men you saw?

o~

A. They came to their desth from suffocation from fumes from the fires

2e e One of the Jury asked an importent cuestion a while ago as
to the character of the fire, whether it was steady oér in the nature of
an explosion. Tell the Jury gbout this fire, whether it was steady or
in the nature of an explosion? A. By the time I got there this fire was

burning steadily, and I could not tell whether there had been an explosion

0r note

v

de 2ls VWas this a gaseous mine? A. I did not detect any explosive gas.

Examined by W. J. Heatberman, Chief of the Department of

Qe 1o Hre Rigiplemen, what is the law about sccond openings? Did you

figure tiis mine complied with the law. A. I could not figure 1t did,

according to the way we lhad to go snd the falls that had t0 be crawlsd overa

'

Kq sir, the second opening did not comply with the law.

of & second opening? A. A second opening

[

D

Ge 2. VWnat is the »urpos
is to be so you can tuke the gir in and circulate it arouwnd and teke it out

another plasce, in case one »nlace aets obstructed you have anothoer piace to

&0 outle
%e Je Is the second opening eguivalent with a s
nd one drift that would be two openings, vut that might

have one shsft a

not comply wwith the law.
' -11~



Qe 4. Did tiis second opening comply with the law? A. This second
opening 4id not comply with the law. With the falls and obstructions it

would take some time for a man fto get through.
Examined by ir. Spillman, Attorney-at-lawe

Qs 1o Ire Riggloman, have you ever been in this mine before when you
want there Iondsy? A. o sir.

ds 2o Do you don't Imow whit condition the mine was in before the

s
e
=
®

started? A. o sir. That was the first time I had ever been theré.’
Qe 5o vl-?’ilen you zot there the coal in the mine was on fire? 4. Yes sire
Ye 4o The coal that this particular mine produced was cannel coal?
As Yes sire

de Be Is canmel coal highly inflammsble coal? A. Yes sire

Ue 5. Did you see or telk to the txyo men Who were in the mine at the
time the fire started? A. I heard them talk but did not telk to them.

de 7o Wore you up there when these tiirteen men who were xilled were
buried? A. o sir.

de 8¢ TYou don't wdertike to say wiat caused. this .i’ire do you, of
your owm knowledge? A. Could not say only what I heard, as ws could not
get in the fire to see anything.
Qe 9o hat in your opinion causéd the fire? A. Yon't know only

what I was tolde They said the gosoline engine Plowed up that was runniag



Be Se BUCEHER

B. S. Buckner, the third witness called, after being duly sworn

J

testificd as follows:

Examined by Framk Lively, Assistant Attorney Generale.

Ge 1. How long have you been at Villa and what is your »ositione
A+ It has been my home all my lifes.

de &+ That are you doing at the Villa mine? A. Have been their
Mine Foreman for two yearse

Qe 4. Vere you their iine Foreman during this recent fire and disas-
ter tireree 4. Yog sire

Q. 5. Iir. Buckmer, when did the disaster occur? A. Sometime about
2.00 o'clock in my vest Judguent.

de 6. Day or night? A. Day.

Qe 7o What was the first intimation you had of it? A. The first I
heard about it I was down the track spout the mine instructing some work fo
be done on the track, and our blacismith came and told me something was
wrong with the fan. We went in zbout forty feet behind the fan but could
not get any further for the smoke was 00 strong. Went to the brattice on

the left and ncllowed and tried to locate the four men on taat side, but

could not near them, tien I nont back to tie first right and went in thsre,

and then came around to the other way and tried to locate them there and

went in vhe right to the air shaft and ent on up this entry until I came

7o the zen's working olaces and went to all thelr alwccs except two and

15



the men had gone

had got unere, and then I came back and went to tm,

Chief of

e 8

& fire had broke loose around the mine fan in the mine, and we wanted

He asked me what was

I asked the one
ap a stoppin
a stomping.

rip a ed ¢

ed and came back

You mean

who answered
g bzlow the firg.

Then I cams

« I did not get to these two men's places for the smoke

the Department of iinese

o

this office

the cause and I

0 locate some of

« I did

then I came back out and later mel the inspectors and

instructionse

here?

told aim
tie 'phone if it

Tnen I hurried
back out and went fo
the men as I ti

uot get 1o that time

A

N

office and called the
Tes sire And then told him tlmt
nelpe
that I could not telle Trhen

would be a good ides to put

back with two izen and put up
L]
second

the zir shaft on my

ks us.lt periaps Tthey had turn-
as far as I ¢id the first

then I followed

de 9o Did you find any bodies in there? Dead men? 4. ¥o sir, I
was the man that lead the Ingpectors to the mine mene.

@« 10. Did you find the four men? A+ Ho sir, I was not with that
CrewWs

de 1le Did any escape from the mine? A. Yes sire

Yo 12« Wi0 woere they? A. Samuel Brovn and Howard Lucas.

Je 13. How did they escape? 4. Tuey came from the double parting
on the right and came out throu;;;h soxﬁe_ol(‘ woriks to the air suaft amd then
came out virough a stopping.

l4e Did they dig out? 4. re w5 not .much digging to @. A



Q. 15« You say a man on this side on the outside. A. ian was
on the outside down in the shafte
“

de 16+ Mre Buckner, what was the cause of the fire? 4. I do not

Jmovi e

T

Bxamined by W. J. Hsatherman, Uhief of the Depart.ent of Minese

He 1o How close did you get to the fire the first time you went
into the mine? A. The closest I got to the fire was avout Vten feete

Qe 2o What were you turning in this engine that day? What kin
of fuel? A. The Doy put apbout one-nglf gzllon of gasoline in ite

de 3+ What had you been burning before that? A. Kerosene oil.

de 4. You were running it that day on gasoline? A. dpout one-hHalf

de Be Had any complaint been made atvout the con-;’.'%_itioﬁ of the spérk
plugs on this engine? 4. Ho sire

qe Be ny were you murning gssoline? A. We bad run out of oil and
our men were at work and we thought we would ryun the fen on that. e had

run the engine psfore wm gasoline snd nad no trouble, and I could see no

difference in the chango e

~3
®

o w lomy las 1t been since the Mine Iuspector had been theref
4. fourteen montise

4e 8. Did he ever write you a letter? A. o sir, I never recsived

oy
[0

Ye Ja DState nanes of the =en wno met their death in the Villa

~15~



mMiig e
Ao B. T+ Matheny, Track Layer
Jolm Bampson, kiner

Ymory Belcher,

Aligon Imicas, "
Jemes Toung, "

Wilour Hunter, M
Imoch Hunter, "
Giles vorlman,
Curtis Matheny, "
Lee ILucas, "
Herry Buckner, "
Audrey Buckner, "
¥o &, Horman, "
e 10 lire Buckner, in your opinion, how did the fire start, what
caused 1t? A. I don't kmowe Could not answer.
3e 1l. Is your fan sitting on a wooden platform? 4. Cement.

se have you sround the engine? 4. Ko

Qe 1%e Wrnat kind of a frame have you eround the fan? 4. Wooden

Q. 14. What is the size of the engine? 4. Llree :0rse power.
. 15. How longr has it been in there? A. 7Tuey claim 1t nas been

there for seven yearse

v



Q. 16+ How did.you get your gasoline into the engine? 4. Yook
it in sealed canse.
Je 17. Did you ever recommsend to the Cowpany that the fan be re-~

moved to the outside® A. I never did. I mad confidence in the ifine

Chief.
Re-examined by Frank Lively, Asst. Attorney General.

Qe le Was 1t a gaseous mine? A. ¥o sir,

Qe 2+ . Was is the 1life of one of these engines? 4. I could not
say, but tiey last several years.

de 3e as someone attending to it 2 A. I am the man that looked
affer the engine. We mad a Doy to keep water in it.
Qe 44 Was 1t this boy that put the gasoline in? 4. TYss sir.
ds B¢ He put oil in if necessary? 4. Yes sire

4o 6. What was the boy's name? A. Herbern Young.

Exemined by J. #. King, Member of the Jury.

"D

1. How long ﬁéd it been‘since you were over the air course
A. Just a few dayse.

de 2. ihat was the condition of the air course? 4. I raum in, and
it looks like =z man could walk out. I had a man with me and he is as
large a men as I, and we Doth ran in. One of two slste falls had fell

-

two or three days befores

-17 =



Re-examined by Mr. Heatiermsn, Chief.

e 1o What was the condition of the alr course on the left?

A. There had been one fall out theree
Ge 2. Was this stopved upf A. No sire

hen these Iour bodies were brought out, was that airvay

Q. 5.
open? 4. Yes sir, it was open, but we took a near cut t0 rescue the

de 4« Was this comsidered an air way where we brought these four
bodies out? A. Yes sir, it was the nearest waye
Ye e Vas that the only way of escape of these four men, through

the fan? 4. o sir, they could have got out another way.
Exomined by Mir. Spillman, Attorney-at-Lawe

He Lo Who wes R. B. Cobb? 4. From this State iline Department

here? A. Teg sir.
Qe Se  Who gave you tuis slip of pink paper, marked Department of
Ilines, Otute of vest Birginia, Certificate of Imspection?  A. lire

T Cobb handed it to mee
Je 4o Where were-:you? A. AL the minee.
Qe B, Where was he? A. AT the minhe at that time.

Qe 6o It is dated April 25, 1917, was that the day he gave it to

~18=



de T ‘e?inaf wa3 he doing up there that day? A. Inspecting the mines

Q8+ And he inspected it? A. He went through it, and storped
this fan engine and ssid it was all rights

4.8, Is this the same fan that was in the mine when this accident
occeurred? Wnat did he say about it? A. He said it was &ll right.

<. 10. #What was the fan burning that time as fuel? A. I could not
Sy e
Qe 1l. Was there any more dsnger burning one than the other? 4. I
Could'not See any change.

e 12 He did not make any complaint about the engine or fan to your
Imowliedge? 4. Ho sir.

Q. 13« Was this pink pazper the certificate he nanded you? 4. Yes
sire A. Yes sir.

e 14e This is the latest inspection that was made up there? A. Yes

de 15. low before that time Zad the Mine Depart:ent ever inspected
it% A. Yes sire

de 16e Had any complaint ever Dbeen made of this gasoline engine or
the fan? A. No sir.

!

de 17+ Not to your Imowledge or this operation? A. Ho sire

~19-
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2+ 18.  Has any complaint ever been made about the second entrance
that you maintain? A. Hone.
. 19+ Has any complaint ever heen made about your ingress and
egress? A. lone.

J. 20. I believe that you said that the fan and engine were both

in wour care and you examined and inspected tiem three or four times a

-3

nis present company that owns tals mine has owned 1t about
six years? 4. I have been foreman three years, but I cannol say how
long they have been in charie.

Ge 22¢ Your informstion is that this fan snd engine were at the same
place when you took th;s mine over, and during this time as far as you mow
no compliaint wus ever made- by snybody? A. Yes sire
G. 25. How much would your tank hold? A. About five gallon when 1t
was fall;

Qe 24. Wus any gasoline or keroseme stored in this mine? A. Lo sire

d. 254 The gesoline and kersone were zept in the blacksmith shop out-
5ide? A. Yes sire

Py

3. 26, Wien this tenk was empty you would send the boy out and get a

()

can and bring it in? A. Yes sire
e 27y Was tnis a bilg or little mine? A. wagloys about fourteen or
fifteen mcne.
G. 26. Ilines a very irregular seam Of canuel coal? 4. Tes 8ire
e 39. I understand you to ssy thet some slate has follen since

ir

the Tirc started. 4. Yes sir, caused by the heat from the Tirce

5]
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Je 30+ Mr. Buckner, do you inow whether there was any sislosion

an or not? A. Do not. Don't think there could bee

©
o
i
1423
ly

&
-
[ 3]

1. Did you see any evidence at all of an explosion having

meteh

%]

de 32« This cennel coal will ‘liiht like wood if you wput
to it, will it not? 4. Yes sir.
de 33e Gias any wood uSed in this mine in brat’tices or anything
that could catch fire Irom a miner's lamp? 4. TYes sir, there was wood
on the main sntry.

de 34« As far as you kuow was there any evidence at all to show

thet there wes an explosion at the fan? A. No evidence at all.
Re-examined by Frank Lively, Assts itty. General.

de 1o Do you et the correspondence of the M1ll Creek Tannel

5 Company? Do-you attend to that part of the business? A. There

is a man in the office that takes care of that.
de 2o You say that iire Cobb sxamin:d the enzine and sald it was in
g00d order. ere you discussing it? A. We looked over the fan end en-

ngine and ln good shape.

gine and #r. Cobl sgld 1t was a good
de Se Who wzs with the engine a2t {le time the fire Igpgened? A« -

en gone about five minutes from it.

[¢¥]

The Dboy had b:
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Examined by De W. Taylor, MHember of the: Jury.

Ye 1. Would it have been a practical proposition to operate this
Ffan on the ocutside of the mine by mesns of sn oil engine located on
the outside? Ae.l suppose 1t could be done 2ll right, but it was there

viaen [ took charge, and no complaint had ever been made about it, as

de 2« Is 1t safe to operate & fan on the inside of an ordinary
mine by means of an oil or gasoline engine located on the inside of
the mine® A. I am not able to say. Ye have no mining law to cut
out putting it there, or I have not seen any.

Qe Be Iz it safe to practice in your opinion as a niner? A. It
has been very safe.

Q. 4. You don't krow .wha.t caused the fire? 4. Ho siro
e Do It- is true that the fire occurred between the gasoline

engine and the fan? A. Yome wiere there closes
G. 6s W0 owned this mine? 4. 41l Creek Camnel Mining Comianye

de 7e dere you in their smploy? A. Yes sire

Re~examined by ilr. Spillman, Attornsy-at-Lawe
Ge Lo Lr. Buckner, would you undertake to decide to say what

was a safe practice, or would you decide that it was the place of the
Departasnt of iines to say what was & safe prattice? A. I left it

to the Department of Kinese



Qe 2o Do you understand that under the law the Depariment of
Mines are required to inspedt these mines from time to time? A. It

Says every three months.

Re~examined by HMr. Heatsemosn, Caief.

~

4. 1. Do you consider it safe to keep that engine in there?
A. The dine Inspector never sald anytiing snd I thouzht they kuew
thelr busiuess.
de 2¢ TYou had wood around your fan 4id you not? A. fhere was

some wood e

The following is a letier addressed t0 this Company under date of
April 9, 1916

"iill Creek Canuel Coal Co.,
Villa, vWest Virginta.

Gentlemen:

In going over inspsction report, March 22, Iaspector
Codl, of your Villa mine, I am very much pleased to note the
good ednditions found throughout. 4 report of tiis kind is
very much app: eclatﬂd by this Department as it 1s positive evi-
dence of your cooperation.

It is noted that your mine foreman has no certificate
end, in order to comply with the law relative to the employment
of mine forsmen, you are reguested to secure at once & person
for such positiom who is in possession of a certificste of coim-
wetency from this Department.

4

Specigl attention hag been called to the construction
your fanhouse and you are earnestly vesussted to comply with
the recomzendation of the Insne tor by the recons truction of
same of non-compustible n i or meking the sams wrﬁcticallj

(@]

iire proof, Yo eliz & great extent the omportunivy
for disaster resulting from des raction of saae by fire.V



Re-examined by iire Spillman, Attorney-ai-lawe

Ge Lo Does the letter referred to mean the fan house at this

time? A. Ve nad & fan house outside.
He-examined by Framk Lively, Asst. &tty. General.

e 1o Jas that fan house in 1915, 1916 and 1vl7 ever used dur-
ing the time you Liave been there? 4. Yes sir, they keot the fan in

case somsthing would happene
Re-examined by ¥re Spillman, Attorney-at-lawe

<e 1o On the 25th day of April, 1917, wien this last inspection
was made was the fan Inside the mine in the same condition as it was

on last Mouday when the fire occurred? A. Yes sire

HURBERE YOUKGe
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Herbern Young, the fourth witness called, &ft
festified as follows:
Uvimined by Frank Lively, Assistant Attorney Gensrale
1. Do you live up there ncar Viila®? A. Yes sire

e 2. Gere wyou born there? 4. Tes sire

Le Ge  llow 0ld gre you? A. dixteen vast in July.



e 4. What are you working at? A. Xunningthat fane:

de Do What fan? A. At Villa.

de 6o Hdow long have you been working for the Company
That owned ths mine? A. WMot hardly a years

. 7. Tnat did you do there, son? 4. I attended to the
fan, put 0il and water in it.

Je 8. Did you start the engine? A. I never did try.

e 9. Was you there the day this fire occurred in the
mine? A. Tes Sire

4e 10e How far was the gasoline engine from the fan? 4.
RQizht close to ite

4e 1l. How long was the bolt that run from the fan to the
eugine? A. About ten feete

Je 124 Was it a very large engine? 4. Not very bdige

e 13e About how mmuch oil would it held? 4. About five

Jogs
[
e}
=
=
]
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3. 14 How umch gasoline did you pat in it at a time?
A« A gallon and a malf at a time to keep 1t going.

. de 1B, Did you put any in the day the accident occurred?
A. Yes sire.
e 160 Had you beén there by the engine all the time that
mornigg? 4. Yes sir, 2ll the times |

17. Was you there at the time this fire occurred?Allo



& 18. How :mch gasoline had you put in before that day?
A. I vut in sbout five gallon im all. 4 gallon and a half at
a time.

Ge 19 rou came back after zoing after the gasoline,

Jiat had occurred? A. Thers was smoke coming from the fan.

3. 20. Did wou see emy fire? A. Ho sir, just SMOKE o

3. 21. ias the engine 1umning at that time? A. Wo 5iTe
Ge 22+ What was the matbter with the engine? A. I don't

jieale)v

ning wrong with the spark plug? A. It

‘f
.
.
@ .
5]
B

Je 24. How did you imow? A. I saw it leaking.

(. 25. Did you say enrbining avout 1t? L. Tes sir. I told

4. 26. The foremsn of the mine? 4. Yos sire

Q. 27. How long had it been leaking? - A. About a week or (wOs

. 28. hat do you mean by 1 -, Q0w dO you KNOWE A It

g0t to sparking end smoke and leat W wld £ly out when you put 0il iile

long had gruﬁ been out of the mine vefore you went

pack? A. I had been out about five minut‘;:.;s.
S. B0. Was the fen running woen you Ieft the englne? A. Yes sirs
e 5le hat 4id you Ao son,‘ viren vou dlscovered sioke comlng

fpom Lhe fen? 4. I tried to get to 1t



o
[ ]
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E J

Yhy could you not get o it? A Smoke too bad.

L{ -

O
¢
L]

Could you see any fire? A. Mo sire

4. 24. Jas there much smoke? A. Yes sire

v

Bxemined by Mre Heathiermesn, Ohief of the
Departaent of nilnecsSe

de 1o You t0ld Mr. Sucimer thet tuls oune spark plug did not

£it in tiht dia you? A. Yes siTe

Exsmined Dy br. Splilmsn, Agtorney-at-laiWe

Qe 1o Son, you put coal oil and grease in to make it run smooth

did you? A. Yes sire

-



JEST VIRGIHNIA (

Pomwitg
COURTDY OF KANAWHA ) !

3

An inguisition tekten at the office of the Departuent of ifines in the

iy of Charleston, in the County of Xanawha, on the 25th dgy of

s

before Po ~. Siilrkey, Coroner of sald County of Kenawha, upon the bodies

The Jurors gworn t0 iznguire when, how, and by what means vhe sald

persons named aforesaid come to thelr death, upon thcir cath do says
the Villa mine in Hlk District, Kanawha County, West Virginia, which mine
is operateci by the Hill Creek Cannel iining Company, by suffocation from
smoke, gas c;,nd fumes in said mine caused and permitted Dy reason of gross
negligence on the part of the operator of sald mine and the Department of
Mines of West Virginia.

In Testimony whereof the said Coromer and Jurors hereto set their
hands:

An Ile Sa:’.:f‘:}rs
John . fry

D Taylor

e Lyneh

Ge Goshorn

de g

. rikey, Coronere
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