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COAL FATALITY 
IDAHO 

PITTSBURG-IDAHO MINE 
JANUARY 3, 1917 

Thomas D. Thomas, age 41 and married, employed as a miner, was suffocated in an attempt 
to escape through a man way, when the lower levels of the mine were filled with white fumes resulting 
from the burning of 15 gallons of gasoline in a small pump station at the 600-foot level. Another 
miner, in attempting to draw a five-gallon can of gasoline from a faucet in the pump station, for use 
in a small hoist at another point, carelessly carried a lighted carbide lamp in his cap and ignited the 
fumes from the gasoline, which filled the mine with white smoke and gas for several hours, 
endangering the lives of a number of other men on the same level, who, however, were rescued a few 
hours later without serious injury; and if Thomas had stayed with his companions, as he was 
persuaded to do, he would doubtless have come through safely, as there was very little to burn in the 
station, which was in a hardrock chamber with little timbering. The mine cleared itself in about 12 
hours by the assistance of outside rescue service, which succeeded in driving the air current in one 

direction. 
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