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TRAPPED
IN MINE

Rescuers at Christopher, 111,
Making Heroic Effort
to Rescue the En-
tombed Men.

BELIEVED ALL ARE DEAD.

Escape from Awful Calam-|

ity Due to Fact Yesterday
Was a Holiday, 700
Men Being Idle.

—_—

Christopher, 111, Noy, 30.—The mine
rescue crew that came here last night,
from Eenton, Ill., entered the Old Ben
mine to search for 18 men entombed
by yesterday's explosion at 7 o'clock
this morning.

A second “explosion was heard in

the mine at 3 o'clock this morning.

It is thought that the 18 men are
dead. Af 9 o'clock the bodies had not
been found.

Because of the heat in the mine,
the rescue crew was not able to pene-
trate fat, and there is little prospect
of a thorough search of the workings
until this afternoon, \

An untonfirmed report has it that
28 men are entombed.

The 18 miners were trapped on the
600 foot level of the new North mine
of the Old Ben Coal corporation, by
an explosion last night, which wreck-
ed the main airshafts.

Rescue. parties from ‘Bentnn and
Herrin reached here soon after the
explosion and the men already
on thé ground, worked all night.

That only 18 men were caught in
the mine was due to the fact that yes-
terday a holiday and the rest of
the 700 employes were not at work.

Officials of the company have been
unable to learn the cause of the ex-
plosion as mo unusual amount of gas
had been noticed in the mine.

Springfield, 1., Nov. 30.—Evan
John, state director of mineg and min-
erals, is on the ground at Christopher
to direct the rescue work in connec-
tion with the explosion in the mine of
the Old Ben Coal corporation, it was
announced here this morning.

Aid had not been asked of the cep-
tral mine rescue statidn here early to-
day, ample assistance being available,
it was said, from sub-stations at Ben-
ton, Herron, Harrisburg and Duquoin.
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