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FIVE MINERS
KILLED IN CAGE

Counterbalance at West
Frankfort Mine Falls,
Striking Rising Cage

Five coal miners were instantly kill-
ed and six others seriously injured at
the Orient mine near West Frankfort,
111, Monday.afternoon when a two-ton
counter balance slipped from the
cables and fell through the roof of the
cage in which the miners were being
hoisted to the surface. The cage was
about three hundred feet from the
bottom of the mine when the coun-
ter balance fell. The counter balance
travels downward as the car goes up-
ward, helping to equalize the weight.
The men in the cage had no warning
of the aceident until the metal crash-
ed into the cage.

The men  who were killed were:
James Boyle, Andrew Polo, John Pet-
cas, Joe Hrybar and Alfred Kurz. With
the exception of Boyle, all of the dead
and injured are foreigners. The in-
jured are expected to survive.

The Orient mine is one of the larg-
est and most modern in [llinois,
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