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ISASTER AT HOLLENBACK
COLLIERY COSTS-SIX LIVES

Rescuers-—Only one Body Recovered.

[Daily Tecord, March 10.1
Six men were killed in No. 6

by an accident that happened at
1130 yesterday afternoon. Until
| the time of going to press but
~ one body had been recovered.

* The dead are:
" Leo Kazenski, miner, 82 North
* Sherman street,
 George Horney, slateman, 5
Diamond street.
William Kucinski, miner, 32
- North Fulton street.

5
~ Edwin Jones, doorman, 62|Newbaker, general superintendent; |fire confronts the officlals, which 1s in
5. Mh Meade street. Douglas Bunting, chief engineer; J.'ltself a problem, aside from the work
iokin. dri 118 D. Joseph, inside super dent, and ) of T & the bodies of the men. To
John Miskin, driver, Pruce| .| the colliery officials. Mine In-|Teach the victims and save the work-
ings the firc must be stopped,

Laborer, unknown.
" The body of George Horney,
" the slateman, of 5 Diamond
gtreet, is the only one recovered.
" The exact cause of the acci-
den to by a mystery to
~ the officials. Whether an explo-

sion of gas or powder started a

mine fire, or whether the mine
fire caused an explosion of gas

cannot be learned.
All rescue work has been de-

layed because of a wall of smoke
that confronts the rescue party
“from both approaches that they
might otherwise have to the
area in which the bodies of the

must be.
" No, 6 slope and air way makes a
[ continuoua circuit for air with a nest
chambers lying east of the slope.
3L ix in No. 1 east, where the fire iIs
ahd where the bodies of the men are,

soena of the fire is about 3,000 feet
the shaft. Approaching it from
o shaft, entrance may be gained to
1 east gangway from Its first junc-
‘with No. 6 slope, or by making the

gireuit and roaching it with
alr & nt, The rescue party first

ortest approach ound

nd a yall of smoke cut them
eréw of rescuers wag sent around
the alr to get to the men from
back but when they came near to
| seene of the mccident: they found
the smoke had become so deénse
it was pushing the air back and
pletely covered the area where the
) es were, The work of drawing off
the smoke then started in earnest.
¥ different tactics have been used.
tices have heen built and torn
wn, openings have been made into
other alr currents and every means
ywh to the men on the scene has

Little Hope for Missing Men.
Company’s Second Big Ac-
cident in Month’

reach the bodies of th® men but with
little success,

Smoke Compressed by Air
A fire burning in a mine, unlike one

rents, and second has all its smoke and
guses confined within the small area
of the mime workings, and this smoke
in surprisingly short time becomes
compressed to a sufficient degree to
hold back the strongest air currents
that it is possible to direct into the
gangways., In this airway the ventila-
tion used is 25,000 cubic feet of air per
minute, and the smoke is generated so
rapidly that this air will not carry it
off, and at times becomes so com-
pressed that it stops the air current
completely,

Officials on Scene
n the scene of the accident since it
was first reported have been . J.

trated. On the one side there was smoke
and fire and on the other side a wall of
smoke 50 dense that it held back the
strong alr eurrents completely. If thers
were five men In this passagewny filled
with smoke there was little possibility at
dl o'cleck this morning of their being
alive.

Explosien and Fire

Although no official information as to
the probable causes of the accident could
be obtained this morning, it Is reasoned
that there was either an explosion of gus
which started a mine fire or that a fire
started an-explosion. In any event the
fire s been the most serious factor and
it has been the obstacle against which
ali the company officials and mine in-

spectors and  volunteer ad has  heen
spending its force. .

The problem has been one chefly’ in
restoring ventilation by pullding brat-,
tices, making openings and attempting !ni
draw off the wall of smoke that ha.ted |

hhl‘h & Wilkes-Barre Coal CO.’ outside in the open, first receives fullj ‘h* Progress of the rescuers. led
benefit from the strong ventilating cur- tl,‘:lﬂ“"::“ “p'::'l';"g,", h':c:ﬁ‘,"e m::“,,.cﬂ.:"

following out -the officials’ directions in

the attempt to clear the workings, and |

Jhave been constantly at work since the
accident was first discovered. Food has
been sent In to them at Intervals and
they are kept on the job unceasingly.

Superintendent Directs Fight

Mr. Newbaker, general superintendent,
has been In the mine since the accident
was reported to the office, directing the
fight.

Reports at the last minute indicate
that there is little hope of controlling
the smoke sufficiently to reach what-
ever bodies are.to be found in the
burned area before morning. Efforts
have not been slackened, for a serious

spector T. J. Willlams, within whose
district the colliery is, has been on
the scene since he first heard of it, and
through Chief Roderick, Mine Inspect-
ors D, T. Davis, John B. Crogan and .J.
J. Walsh have also been detalled to th:
work, and are now in the mines.

Safety Lamps Were Required

The arex in which the men were works
ing Is one In which lock safety lamhbs
are at all times required. So far as Is
known safety lamps were being used,
and a safety powder, permitied by the
Bureau of Mines, was being used.
Whether some one opened a safety lamp
or went into the territory with a naked
lamp, or In some other way started n
fire or explosion, is not known at this
time and will not be known until time Is
kiven for an investigation.

Several Explosions

Cne of the men who had been near the
rescueras told a story of a mine elec-
trician who was setting up a telephone
about 200 feet from the scona, cclled
cident, and who was said to have been
knocked over by the force of concussion.
It is known that there were several con-
cussions following the discovery of fire,
but these explosions were caused by the
fire and the electriclan’s story does mnot
necessarily Indicate that the first cause
wag gas explosion.

Discovery of Trouble
Trouble was first discovered by a elope
runner on Slope 8, who, working only
about 200 feet fro mthe scene, smelled

‘to the scene and everything was done to
make the work as efficient as possible.,

Up to the time of going to press five
men were unaccounted for. Seven men
who are known to have been In the area
that could not be reached; one of these
escaped and the body of one man, burned,
was found, so there are flve to be ac-
counted for. Little hope can ba held out
for them, as the section in which they
worked has been approached from both
sldes by rescue parties, but in all cases

o m brought into play in efforts to

they met smoke that could not be pene-

-

Foreman Injured

Thomas 1. Evans, n section fore-
man in another seetion of the mine,
who was called to help fight fire, was
caught by a falllug rib, and was bad-
ly 8queezed. He was removed fo hig
home on New Market street about §
o'oeck, and though no bones were
broken, he suffered a great deal of
pain. It was his idea at that time
that the six men who were in the
working must have suffered some se-
rlous aecident, for, he said, there would
have heen an opportunity for them to
escape by going back against the air
before the smoke overtook them,

All Barred From Colliery Yard

Crowds hovered about the colliery
gates during the late afternocon and
ear]y evening. Information was glven
as far as it was possible to do so, to
all relatives of men in the mines, but
a stern rule to allow no one excepl
authorized persons within the colllery
yard was rigidly enforced by the gate
tenders. About supper time, when men
were returning from work, 2 ‘crowd of
1,000 :spectators stood outside the main
colliey gate.

Rumors had it that twenty men were
killed, under all sorts of horrible con-
ditions, and the news fluctuated from
that point down to two fatalities. It
was not until after midnight that the
names of the victims were officially

announced.

——
ANNIVERSARY OF LANCE DISAS-
TER
Yesterday as the monthly anniver-
sary of the disaster at the Lance col-
Hery of the same coal company, at
Plymouth, In which seven men lost
their lives and two were injured. Mine
Inspector Davis only completed his in-
vestigation of the Lance accldent last
week and in his report directed atten-
tion to the gaseous parts of the mine
and recommended the use of only
safety lamps in these regions. The toll
of thirteen lives in the one coal com-
pany within a month, is the heaviest
to be reported in many years in the

anthracite region.

fQA="22C 00 B =

oo
=

e e
2P o

dal

an
krj

val

i |

1916 Hollenback Colliery explosion NEWS

Clipped By:
usmra_rob
May 24, 2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



