COAL FATALITY
RAVENSDALE, WASHINGTON
NORTHWESTERN IMPROVEMENT COMPANY
RAVENSDALE MINE
NOVEMBER 16, 1915

THE RAVENSDALE EXPLOSION

On Novernber 10 ot 1:35 p.an. an cxploqon in which thir ty-one men were killed oocurred at
the Ravensdale mine, oper, atcd }Jy the Northwestern Improvement Company, at Ravensdale,
‘;Wac;mnp’ton [ was notified of the accident at about 2:30 P while at the Renton e, and
unmeamwfv *woceefif"ci By automobile to mzwencz‘(%afé, arriving 1 there at 4:15 Do,

The kavenmla}c mine was O}')CH(?(E ahout twen! ty years ago. T he precen% cormpany taki ing over
the property some years later. The beds worled in {lh;«, rmine weve the No. 3, No. 4. No. 5, and No.
9. The coaﬁ is sub-bitwminous in character. Tile mine wag opeJ,;eci on the No. 5 bed i}y two 510:@@:;.
The coal d dips at an ang 'ze- of bromn fort by-seven ¢ ,‘! ees at the e top of the main Eop; and Hattens to
thirt by demeca at the }30%‘0111 The mnain s J@pe was used as the hoistin 1 c;lwpc The amd;mv Jmpe
which is 100 feet west of the main Jome, was used for hl‘mg auppheq into the mine. The mine was
ventilated })y a ten-foot Lapeﬁ fan which was pldceci on the return airway on the west side of the
amzikary "sio_'pe. Both S}ope@ were used as intakes for the ais.

At the time of the e}:piof:«ion %'}i:m%y—{:om: men were in the mine , bwen ‘%ﬁy-f‘igél% of whom worked
on the third level and gix on the second level. On account of a breakdown in the power p}au’c most
of {116 men that worked on the second level were sent home at 11 a. m. on the (LW of the u;'p}o»,ion
omy 81X cormpany men remaining to do repair work., When the exp losion f)com*)ec;, soke nom.or;
from the entrances of both ;Eopes. The fan was not dam aged by ﬂ:v expzoc‘.hyu and wag 5%}1(—3(@« d up
to capaaity. CU}‘E} intendent Scott or m’dﬁived a rescue party which entered the mine as soon as
pO‘«‘«]:H after the C\p]oqon going down ‘rhe auxﬂmrv :]ope After Gle(nmo some obstructions at the
frst ?lcwl the rescue paxrty reached the second Levetl where four men, Martin Metzner, foim
Mn‘"mu%@u, Mike Demoshak and Mike E‘erheh, were found 1n the rock tunnel to No. @ gearn on west
side of the q}ope All hut Ferlich were overcome ;sj;r the <';3Lster<%mnp, Dermoshak and Metzner were
revived when c,}),ey reached i}ze oumi(}e, but Errjngtou died on the way out. The other men on this
level were found at the entrance to the rock tunnel to No. 4 seam on the east side of the SiO};)e, where
Lhe\f had been killed m@mn%} y by the ﬁ»roc of the ev])zoston

On my arr ival at the mine | joined | the rescue party which was then in the mine. The main
lupe was lﬁ(ml\f wrecked | ny the Pxplcbmn *\'r};wn made it nﬂpmmu The auxi!iarv “lnpe was lmcﬂ"f
caved at the second level. A hole was made ﬂuoucm this cave and at 5 parL. a par ty of mmsﬁzu in
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found the bodies of C. B. Davig, pumpman, and L. DesMartino, cager, about thirty feet east of the
main slope. Mine Foreman Kane was next foun Z in the foreman’s office about 200 feet farther in
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returm alr across ﬂ,w gangway wag },eached, or about 400 feet from the main siope, This overcast was




found to have been (},estroyeci and gas was encountered a few feet inside of this point. Superinteniiem‘c
Seott returned to the second level to take c}mrge of the work of (ﬁ:ieaﬁng the Siope $0 that cars could
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he taken down to rernove the }mdmg that E};J been found. T i'zc ohgurf: in the pa“f&r then e;xpﬁore—zé the

west side as far as No. 3 chute. The gangway on this side showed much evidence of the violence of
the ewlo-« iOm. andwav sets were blown out and m:mv falls encountered.

After })emg satisfied that no one on the H.ur(', level ha E survived the e‘{pimion the party
re%amzesg to “flze s‘seaonc% Eevei w}wre (iE_E. tﬂez“ag were concentrabec E i c}eaﬁﬁc‘ %E:xe Jave orn %be slope, asg
ix" was congiderved unsafe to allow any work zwevoud thie point un til thic r}a nger had been removed.

This work was tempor rn]lv Comp}ei ed }Jv 9 a.m. on the morning of the 17’(,11, and the work of
removing bodies from the timci level was started.

On that date a rescue party PXPIOE‘P,(! the west side and recovered the hodies of three men who
were on this side of the mine. The west side was then sealed off Lempomri‘ly and all efforts were
divected in recovering the bodies on the cast side. Overcasts and stoppings were found to have been
either blown out or ({amage&, and ternporary vepairs weyre made and ventilation established as the work
advanced. The rescue men equippec! with rescue apparatus invec,tégezte(}, conditions ahead of the
brattice crews.

On the 18th at 11 am. ventilation was established as far ax chute No. 37, and on that date
the bodies of six men were found on the gangway between No. 37 and No. 43 chutes. The work of
c‘ieay‘mﬂ the chutes No. 37 and No. 43 was then si‘:ari‘eci, the sixteen bodjes remaining in the mine
Ldllgﬁ in this section. This prove ed to be the most difficult part of the recovery work. The air was
Cl{’x'}ﬂd up No. 37 c}m{e where two hodies wme found on the morn g of [ the [(?’E L. The ventilation
was established and the chutes cleared in orc Le?, from No. 37 to the }D‘«Hl On the i “‘}If of the 1 Oth
and the morning of the 20 the twelve | })theg were recovered. The task of cle caring the iabi two chutes
was a dithicult one. The last two bodies were recovered late on the evening of f:ﬂumay, Novemnber 21,

In the rescre and recovery work the mine officials and other emplwyeea of the Ravensdale
mine, who were not in 1 ‘}'IE‘ mine at the Hime of the e)’p}o@ion did all in their power in the wor}k: of
rescue. When notified of the cv:p]oslon, the state mine mspector made a request for the ass CH]C(“
of the trained men of the T d(lE(‘ Coast Coal Company. A team of rained men from Black D mmcnm
reached Ravensdale s:lzordy after the e}:p}amon, followed later Et}y teams from the Coal Creek and
Burnett mines of that company, each im cézm*ge of a mine foreman. Additional }}egp also z“egpomie&
From the Ros}yn and Cle h]um, mines. Offers of assistance were received from all sides, and nol‘bmg
was spe‘n‘e& to expe&ite the recovery work., Officials from other coal companies in the state came to
Ravensdale and gave every assistance pcggiae. it was Concgusive?y shown that the work of organizang
and maintaining trained rescue teams at the different mines in the state hel;ecl. ﬁm{ieriaﬁy in the

recovery work.
Conditions on Third Level Where f‘::apl(wzom dnmszed

It was mec& hv EVEryone W ho made an investigation i 1t the «xploﬁmn oF zgm& ted somewhere
in the }Jd{d&lv from No. 37 to No. 43 chute on the east side of the third }evel \Io seam. No. 3
geam ranges hom twenty to twenty- HV @e% n %}uc ST1IeE ami was ‘[ilt mﬂy SEATI] WO 71 o)} ’the }mci

1&&7(53 No nmm?g Was Lﬂmm &mm O 41( wegh ¢ Lsg i hisg Eeveg a% %E‘re fmne m[ %£ e ex 1 L., 1 E}}ffﬁ{%

1 A
COTRPany ek (son}g 1fep2n’z’ W()YEQ were "z‘n(" onjy ones on that ?‘d(iﬁ.




No. 5 seam on the east gide was worked on the double ertfry system, the upper gangway used
as the main ha a]apc and intake alrway, the lower gdangway as the return. The air was conducted to
No. 43 c*lju{e up No. 43 chute and across the top crogscuts to No. 37 Chu’re down No. 37 chute
to h st crosscut, where it was carried over the gangway %h}f@ugk an overcast driven on the top coal to

the lower gangway, or return airway.

No. 5 seam was worked on the chute and UIH:”H‘ ayc%em chutes six feet wide bein i driven on

the bottom coal to the reqmred distance. The coal was shot from the qohd, and Monohel No. 2

pow&el wa~« used for b asting. When the chute was up the ;equuec}t distance the plﬁax was cut thr mj
to the inside or cutside , B8 L}l(’) cage nugha 1}(?, and the pth;u‘ drawn hack ] by weﬁzmg out the bottom
coal ﬁrs”c %iﬂe caving the top coal and Ioagiir s 1t out.

QOwing to ﬂ;e trouble from bnuiz‘{aneou» combustion when the old Wu?l&llﬂp‘« were not gealed
off, a )clHHV of from elg:}ﬁ to twelve chutes wew worked toget ther, A nohci pl lar of ﬁum mduiv to one
bundred feet was left in between batteries and the baﬁei‘y sealed off when finished.

Motor Emui&gc was used on the gangway. Those on the gangway used open Eigﬁﬁ.@, All on the
V)i%@z“; used Wolf qa{f.eﬁr lam is or electrio lar mps. Twelve miners, three timber pe‘;cvﬂers and one chute
dcntel were Y\*O]]\_{lld in the ¢ } es on the pﬂcL at the time of the (‘xploqon Hach shift was in char rge
of a fireboss whose uu’cv was to vae genelal dlan se of the work and fire all »noib The shots were
fired three times each whzf The d ﬁay shift shoormg time was @ am., 12 m. ,and 3 PR,

A careful examination was made of all vor}eing p}’f{‘eq brom No. 37 JLo No

.43 chute E}y the
State Mine Ingpector, ace Qpamecl }w a committee appmntﬂc} LV him to clexelmme if pos&“c, the
cause and origin oi the ﬂpic)won 1 }10 commilttee appomied for dua pur po;‘e Was LO‘]J.PO“}(‘J ] .
Menzies, manager, Carbon Hill Coal € ompany, Car ‘soz,m{}m; E. & B}:ooizs‘, genem{ aupa}‘xnwﬁcjzen%
Washin nigton Union Coal ¢ SOMPALY, Toro; Martion |. mvzﬁe, p}“{f&i&en{f, and Frmest N ew,e,z;mn vice
presi ]Lni District No. 10, Unit ed Mine Workers of America. f"uﬁlﬁr a carelul examination of the
mine and heari ing the testimony of bwenty-six witnesses, who worked in the mine, Mr. Menzies, MR,
?Eyzfm, and Inspector bagiey, of the committee, were ca lled a witnesses Dy the coroner. It was
émpogzzi})g“ to definitel !v give the cause of the C}’pgoqz'ow Tt seemed to be the conclusion of the

investigation committee %Ba% it ongzmg%uz at the face of the chutes from No. 41 to No. 43, po ossib ]y
b
ke

had

in No. 41 chute. The evidence pomfgcl to No. 41 chute for the {oﬂownlo reasons: WNo work
been done at the face of No. 41 chute since the wguﬁm shooti ing thme, which was one and one-half
hours hefore the expzoszon" one man was wcvlé;';nd in No. 41 on this d aay, ar d it was ﬁmugh’t that he
was pu,bal siy moving gorme gag out of hig piczce which E}zev sormetimes had after shots were fived.
Tlll YVOLJ } account )101 no WmL }mmg (gope at ijm fam:‘ In some way hLu‘: gas was :.;;mh‘ i, causing

a gas exp}oqon which in turn 1011116( I the d lust and carvied the PXPL%}OD ’(hzoughom‘ the n )mc The

men in No. 41, No. 42, and No. 43 chutes were badl v Emuneﬁi, jxow*'no that %Lme was rnore ilame
at the face of %Eze above chutes than in the others. AH on the pltch on‘%gl({e of No. 41 were not
hurned excepl the three timber pac}zem in No. 40, who were found in front of the top crosscut brom
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accounts to some extent for the amnount of dust made.
After 'rhjz*f}ﬁtnfee witnesses had been examined the coroner’s jury retwrned the follov peirr g
verdict:
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other miners also lost their lives.
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for the rigé&, enforcement of all rules and l‘egu}?ﬁ%’iang tor satety, but on the miners themselves to
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