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END OF THE QUEST.

—————

Two lMiners Found Dead After 14}
Days of Hard Digging by
the Rescue Party.

NECK OINTY, Mo, June 26—Saw-
ing their way through fallen timbers
rescue workers, who have for four-
teen days and nights toiled in the
Longacre-Chapman mine here, sud-
denly emerged from the congested
drift into the faces of the mine,
where they found the bodies of Dan-
iel Hardendorf and Reed Taylor cov-
ared with mud and dirt and only the
legs and feet visible.

The men apparently had been kill-
ed at the first Inrush of mud and wa-
ter which caught them at work when
a dam broke from an adjoining mine
at 8 o'clock the night of June 10.

It was early Thursday morning
when the rescue suddenly became
aware that they were not far from
the men by the effluvium of the bod-
jes That also was their first know-|
ledge that they would not find the
men alive, although hope of finding
them alive had died in the mind of
the most optimistic since last Samr-:
day. :

Last Thursday morning the rescue
crew had tapped on an air line pipe
running through the drift and a hnltl
dozen of the men said they heard a
response. Apparently their overtax-'
ed nerves had imagined the response.

Four other miners who were at
work when the cave-in occurred were
rescued alive and a little the worse
for their experience five days after
the accident.

Mine operators subscribed a fund
with which to pay the crew and the
women who cooked meals and served
them at the mouth of the shaft. Har-
dendorf left a widow and 9-momh-nld;

| baby. u

1915 Longacre-Chapman Zinc Mine Rescue
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Entombed Miners
Are Rescued By
Searching Crews

Four Men Cheat Death Despite
Five Days In Mud Waist
Deep and Without Food
Or Water

Joplin, Mo., June 15.—Four of six
miners who were entombed in the
Longacre-Chapman zinc mine near here
last Thursday night, when they broke
into a drift of an adjoining abandoned
mine, were rescued alive tonight. They
had climbed into a pen 25 feet above
the level of the drift and had escaped
an avalanche of mud, water and gravel
that filled the workings.

The two others entombed are bhe-
lieved to be far back in the work-
ings, and dead.

The four rescued tonight were in
good physical condition, despite the
fact that they had been without food
and water five days. They were found
250 feet from the main shaft of the
mine. One of them explained to a
membeTr of the rescuing crew that they
had a few moments warning, and they
rushed to the drift pen, where a steam
hoister and pump blocked the main
portion of the debris as it rushed into
the drift. When found, the men were
standing in mud up to their waists.

1915 Longacre-Chapman zinc mine flood
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SIX DROWN IN MINE

Shaft at Neck City is Flooded
When a Concrete Wall
Gives Way.

DEAD MEN WERE PARTNERS

Six Out of Ten Workers Were Caught
by Rush of Water 100 Feet Under
Ground.

Six men are dead as a result of the
flooding of Longaere Chapman mine
at Neck City, twenty miles north of
Joplin the other night. The men were
working in a drift seven hundred feet
‘ong, two hundred feet wide and one
hundred feet deep. A concrete struc-
ture which prevented water from a
large adjoining cave entering the pit
in which the men worked, was shot
through and a flood of water fifty feet
deep rushed into the mine. The dead
are: W. Lester, Dan Hardendorf, Ed-
ward Spencer, Ray Woodmanse, Neck
City; W, Smith, Purcell; A. Harwood,
{linton, Miss.

Ten men were in the mine at the
time of the accident. Three hurried
to another shaft and were hoisted
from the ground. Six were caught by
the rush of water. Martin Dunn was
rescued,

Three hundred miners hurried to
the rescue and boats were lowered
into the mine. The rescuers paddled
about in the underground workings in
a vain effort to locate the dead. The
men killed were all partners operating
the mine,

1915 Longacre-Chapman zinc mine flood
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40 ANNUAL REPORT DIRECTOR BUREAU OF MINES,

by the Bureau of Mines. During the past fiscal year representatives
of the bureau attended and investigated 77 accidents throughout
the country, and in 22 instances the bureau’s men wore breathing
apparatus 1n rescue and recovery work.

n March 6, 1915, under the direction of the State mine inspectors
of West Virginia, a rescue crew of the Bureau of Mines assisted
a volunteer crew of the United States Coal & Coke Co. from Gary,
W. Va., and lecal miners and officials of the New River & Poca-
hontas Consolidated Coal & Coke Co., in the rescue of 42 men im-
ﬂ‘isoned by an explosion at the Layland mine in West Virginia, on

arch 2. The work by the crew from Gary deserves the highest
praise. On receiving news of the explosion the general superin-
tendent, Edward O’Toole, at once sent the crew to Layland, 275
miles distant. The crew, consisting of 11 men, was in charge of the
chief chemist of the United States Coal & Coke Co., Vitus Klier, and
carried its own breathing apparatus and supplies.

There were two fatalities during the fiscal year among trained
men wearing breathing apparatus. March 2, 1915, at Black Hawk,
Utah, Grant S. Miller, a member of the Black Hawk Coal Co.’s
rescue crew, was overcome while fighting a mine fire, and died in
spite of courageous efforts of his comrades to save his life. May
24, 1915, at Johnstown, Pa., Gomer Phillips, captain of the Cambria
Steel Co.’s apparatus crew, died while leading his crew in recovery
work after an explosion in the Smokeless No. 1 mine.

During the past four years three rescue men of the Bureau of
Mines, Joseph Evans, John Ferrell, and Edward Evans, have lost
their lives while wearing breathing apparatus.

The bureau’s engineers investigated the causes leading to the
deaths of Grant S. Miller and Gomer Phillips, and the facts ob-
tained emphasized the extreme care necessary in the use of all types
of breathing apparatus.

Following are summarized accounts of 21 accidents in which lives
were saved :

" Jury 21, 1914, PowbER SMOKE IN BANOVICH SILVER MINE, NEAR ToNOPAH, NEV.

Two men overcome by powder smoke at the bottom of a 95-foot shaft were
brought out by two Bureau of Mines men from car 5. The rescuers descended
the shaft, tied ropes under the armpits of the unconscious miners, and had them
hoisted to the surface, where oxygen and artificial respiration were used for
two hours. One miner fully recovered, but no sign of life appeared in the other
miner.

Avgusrt 1, 1914, FIre IN Mirsy Dow MINE, Dow, OKLA.

Following the fire, the top of the 40-foot shaft had been sealed for 30 days.
A Bureau of Mines crew from McAlester, Okla., assisted by three company men,
opened the fire area after six days’ work, while wearing breathing apparatus.
On the third exploration one apparatus man was overcome at the bottom of the
slope, and the Bureau of Mines crew conveyed him to the shaft bottom (1,000
feet), where all were hoisted to the top in safety. This man’s life was prob-
ably saved by the crew captain adjusting the breathing apparatus so as to
supply more oxygen.

SEPTEMBER 1, 1914, FxPLosION IR RocKwoop MINE, Rockwoop, TENN.

“The explosion killed one miner, and another miner was overcome while trying
to escape. An apparatus crew of four company men several hours later ad-
vanced 1,000 feet, rescued this miner, and carried him to fresh air, where he

A quickly revived.
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SEPTEMBER 17, 1914, CAVE-IN AT CENTENNIAL GoLp MINE, EUREKA, UTAH.

. Twelve men were imprisoned. One man was rescued by company men, who,
in seven hours, drove drift 15 feet in country rock without shooting.

OcroBER 5, 1914, EXPLOSION IN MULGA MINE, MULGA, ALA.

Sixteen men were killed and 12 were rescued by parties led by company
officials.

OcTOoBER 25, 1914, EXPLOSION AT PATTERSON No. 2 MINE, ELIZABETH, Pa.
Following the explosion the superintendent and the pump man were over-
come by afterdamp. A rescue party in charge of the mine foreman carried the
unconscious men to fresh air. The superintendent soon recovered, but the
pump man could not be revived. Breathing apparatus was not used.
OcroBER 27, 1914, EXPLOSION AT ROYALTON MINE, ROYALTON, ILL.

Fifty men were killed ; one miner was rescued by the Illinois State crew from
the Benton rescue station. ’

NoOVEMBEER 8, 1914, FALL oF ToP RocK AT WEST BROOKSIDE MINE, POTTSVILLE, Pa.

Two men were imprisoned for four days, when they were rescued by a party
led by company officials.

NovEMBER 9, 1914, CAVE-IN AT SIBLEY IRON MINE, ELY, MINN.

Six men were entombed. One man was rescued after 112 hours by parties in
charge of company officials,

NovEMBER 28, 1914, POWDER SMOKE IN RoNAR MINE, EasT REBRNSTADT, KY.
Three men were overcome. They were rescued by the State mine inspector
and the mine superintendent. One miner was revived by artificial respiration;
the other two died.
JANUARY 4, 1914, CAVE-IN AT BLACK DI1aMOND MINE, LUZERNE, PaA.

Four miners were rescued after seven hours by parties in charge of company
officials.

FEBRUARY 6, 1915, EXPLOSION AT CARLISLE MINE, CARLISLE, W. VA.

Twenty men were killed and four were rescued by parties in charge of com-
pany officials.

FEBRUARY 17, 1915, EXPLOSION AT PROSPECT MINE, WILKES-BARRE, Pa.

Eight men were killed. Six others were burned, but were rescued by parties
in charge of company officials.

FEBRUARY 26, 1915, EXPLOSION AT NoO. 18 WESTERN MINE, FRANKLIN, KANSs.

A shot firer was badly burned, but was rescued by a party in charge of the
mine superintendent.

MarcH 2, 1915, FIRE AT Brack HAwK MINE, BLACK HAWK, UTAH.

The Bureau of Mines crew from car 2 and 28 company men worked with
breathing apparatus for a total of 40 days and extinguished the fire after a
hazardous fight. Grant S. Miller lost his life while wearing the apparatus dur-

" ing an exploration 1,120 feet from fresh air on March 2, and two other men
were overcome. One of these was rescued and carried to the drift mouth by
Bureau of Mines men, and the other man was rescued by apparatus men of the

company.
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MarcH 2, 1915, ExprLosioN IN L.AYLAND No. 8 MINE, LAYLAND, W. VA.

The explosion occurred on the morning of March 2, resulting in the loss of 115
lives. On the morning of March 6, 42 miners were discovered behind barricades
in the tenth left entry 7,000 feet from the drift mouth, having been imprisoned
for four days. They were rescued by the Gary (W. Va.) apparatus men, Bureau
of Mines apparatus men, the State mine inspectors, company officials, and
volunteer rescuers from other mines.

MARgCH 4, 1915, F1Re IN SPRING CREEK MINE, SPRINGFIELD, ILL.

The fire was extinguished by apparatus crews from the Springfield rescue
station. Three men were overcome by the fumes, but were carried to safety
by the Springfield apparatus men.

MarcH 17, 1915, ExpLosioN AT CITIZENS' “ B ” MINE, SPRINGFIELD, ILL.

Two shot firers were burned and overcome by afterdamp. They were rescued
by a party in charge of the mine manager ; however, both men died the follow-
ing day.

AprIL 5, 1915, ExpLosioN AT SHOAL CREEK No. 1 MINE, PANAMA, ILL.

Eleven miners were killed, but two were rescued alive 15 minutes after the
explosion by parties in charge of the company officials.

May 24, 1915, EXPLOSION AT SMOKELESS No. 1 MINE, JOHNSTOWN, PA.

Eight men were killed. In apparatus exploration that followed Gomer
Phillips, rescue foreman of the Cambria Steel Co., lost his life. Another ap-
paratus man was overcome, but was rescued by State mine inspectors, company
officials, and Cambria Steel Co. officials, who accomplished some rapid brattice
work and made a courageous rescue.

JUNE 10, 1915, RusH oF MUD AND WATER INTO LONGACRE-CHAPMAN ZINC MINE,
Neck CiIty, Mo.

Six men were imprisoned. Four were rescued alive after 120 hours of diffi-
cult work by company men, volunteers, State mine inspectors, and Bureau of
Mines men. Two men found were dead on the fourteenth day following the
accident.

ACCIDENTS INVESTIGATED DURING THE YEAR.,

As shown by the following table, in the 77 accidents investigated
by bureau employees there were 363 men killed, 1,177 escaped unas-
sisted, and 107 were rescued through the efforts of volunteer miners,
company officials, State mine inspectors, company rescue crews, State
of Illinois rescue crews, and Bureau of Mines rescue crews.
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