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Scranton, Pa., Dec. 24.—Coroner W.
M. Lynch, of Lackawanna county, to-
day received the verdict of the coro-
ner's jury who have spent three even-
ings hearing the testimony of twenty-
four men and investizating the disas-

ter at the Tripp shaft of the Lacka-
wanna company on December 9, when
the carrlage gave way and thirteen
men plunged to death.

The verdict fails to fix the cause of
the disaster, but it does say that the
mine carriage law was violated in the
company permitting more than ten
men to ride on the cage.

The verdict follows:

“We, the jury appointed by the coro-
ner of Lackawanna county to Investi-
gate into the cauge of the deaths of
thirteen men killed while being low-
ered intg the Tripp shaft, owned ana
operated by the Delaware, Lackawan-
na and Western company, on the
morning of December 9, 1914, at or
about 6,20 o'clock, do find:

“That Article 12, rule 16, page 33,

[ of the Pennsylvania Anthracite mine
‘[laws which reads that not more than

ten men shall at any one time be al-
lowed to enter or leave ihe mine on
any one trip of the carriage, has been
violated, We suggest that some ar-
rangement be erectec or devised to
prevent men from entering or ap-

‘| proaching the cage, ouly from the
| side where the headman I8 located or

stationed; also that some device

| should be arranged which would aja

the headman in ascertaining that only
ten men are on the carriage.

“We also find that the thirteen men
ecame to their deaths by falling down
the shaft, said accident being due to
forcing out of a portion of the hottom
of the cage, and after consideration of
all the testimony and also an Inspecs
tion of the shaft, cage, ete., that the
cause is unknown to this jury.

(Signed) H. C. BIRBECK,
Foreman.
DAVID T. PIERCE,
W. C. JOXN
W. 0. JEN 8,
FRED H. THOMAS,
THOMAS SOULSBY."”

Following the session of the jury
last night, certain of the jurors de-
clared that they were unable to find
from the testimony whether an explo-
sion of dynamite or defects in the car-
ringe or the shaft was the primary
cause of the disaster. The evidence
on this point was conflicting, the jury
found, and some of the jurors saia
they did not deem it the proper thing
to guess the cause in the face of the
conlrndlclo:;{ lentlm%ny.m

The verdict estab t~the
mine laws rvru1ll'lnlughe number
men allowable on a carriage for any
one trip was violated, but whether
the company's agent—the heaaman—
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or the miners themselves were re-
sponsible for this violatfon, the ver-
dict does not state.  As to the actua
cause the most significant word In the
decision is the word “forcing" but the
agency of force is left undetermined.
Whether owing to dynamite, the sway.
ing of the carriage against the sides
of the shaft, or the snapping of the
truss rods, the verdict remains mum,

There are a number of law suits as
a result of the disaster pending. M. .J.
Martin and R. J. Manning, lawyers,
have five or six cases for the families
of as many of the victims. They also
represent Martin  Bolitsky, the fouwr-
teenth man on the ill-fated carriage,
and who escaped death by a miracie,
Bolitsky, himself, owing to the nerv-
ous strain incidental to the experience
he passed through, was unable to
clearly describe the aecident, ane
while on the stand at the last session
of the inquest, his wife interrupted
'l.um wi'!'h an exclamation that he was
crazy. ]
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