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JIRY INaPELT
MINE GARRIAGE
AT THIPP afih

First Step in Diamond Disaster

Inquest Is Probe Into the
“Rotten Cage” Claim.

The broken mine carriage at the Tripp
ghaft of the Diamond colliery, through
the bottom of which thirtcen men fell
300 feet to dea.h Wednesday morning, is
being inspected ‘his afternoon by the
coroner's jur- summoned by Senator-
elect W. M. Lynck, the county coroner.
The jury will also go iato the minc to
inspect the shaft mbering and the rock
sump. 550 feet down, for signs of the
explosion of dyvnamite that the company
officials say caused the disaster, The
inspection is being :i1ade primaril> to
probe into claimeg al.eged to have been
advanced by mine workers that the car-
riage was rotten . « that its flooring
fell out as the men were being lowered

' into the mine,

The visit to the mina was decided upon |

last night when the jurors were called teo
(Continued om Page 9.)
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Jum mmﬂ]’s MINE | tom of the shaft, but if here was an ex-
| plosion on the carriage. Bolinsky would

m IAEE AI THIPP SHAFT have been huft or Lilled. And nene of

nﬂ the dead men -vere hurt about the feet as
.

(Centinued from Page 1.) they would be ° an explosion of dyna- |
the court house .o begn the probe. It mite wrecked the carriage.” |
was suggested by District Attorney Mr. Garscia was n officer in the en-
George W. Maxey, who was on hand to| gineer corps of Austria-Hungary for ten

monwealth in  the| years, and has made a deep study X~
:'!::E:;tan\'t::ngcc‘:;‘;l:-:'i‘r::indal nature de- ! plosives, hq said. 1 feet s
veloping in the inquest Th: jurors wo::e. Col. IR, A. Phillips, general manager;
ordered to be an hand at 2 o'clock this| C. E. Tobey, eneral superintendent ;
afternoon to make the trip to ihil ﬂ‘lidl:i i\]\r'la(aiiter;I Ree:-;;‘.__ ]distr;lcl] superintendent,
Pending ti: inspection it was dec d o i'_?:' ofiicials of the coal company
a he testimony | Sa¥ they are sati fled that an explosion
not begin the ta ing of 1-19 : 1‘h' . | of dynamite dropped by one of the men
of witne: ses until next Tuesday night al| ... .p expiosion that tore ott the
8 o'clock. | carriage floor and dropped the thirteen
Who Jurors Are. | to death. Mr. Reese emphatically denied
The jurors i-. *he 2 are: Thomas, o newspapermen that the carriage floor
Soulsby, miner for the Delaw ~¢ and | Was rotten. He said the carriage only the
Hudson corpany: - red Thomas, miner  day previous was carrying four tens of
for the Scran'sn Jowul company; Willlam | coal and car weight. and if that weight
Jones, miner for ths Pennsylvania Coal did not b.'rdcak ili the weight of fourteen
ompany : Hatry Birbeck, former | men wcuid not do s0.
xcnm[:’r jfor the Delaware and Hmisun! tm:rhe ; u, fc;ie.—ul mining hul:leau inspec-
e ny; W. O. ..nkins, former city as- | 0TS a he inquest were: . w. wil-
;:;':g:' :;nd Fred Pierce, retired, Al of | Bams‘ ang R..llli_) Clark, of Washington,
rs are from this ty . G anie! Davi,, foreman of the
th%hj:r&gges‘ crowd that ever attend- [ mine rescu;](-ar at Edwardsville was also
a coroner's inquest in this city Present. The federal men are to make
fSrn‘ed out last night for the first ses-|an in\'est.ngauon of their own. Mine In-
sion of the probe into the disaster,|spector S.J. Phillips, who requested the
Coroner W. M. Lynch had his jury of|coroner to call the iiquest, is to accom-
six men on hand. There was a big ar-  Pany the jury to the mine today and will
ray of ofzlals and bosses of the Dela-; ﬂf;sm the coroner all through the ses-
ware, Lackawanna & Western com-} sions.
‘pany; a score of la“’b‘edTS. n;ﬂf'ﬁf lhg"a: Ofiicials Present.
i re, friends o e de & " p
nmuel:‘dr:‘gu T.\l:‘r‘xeert- from the govcrnment; h“ hen Il]:«: Ju':'Ors took their seats in
re ' mines in Washington, a rep- | the jury box the eourt rcom was filled
,r-':;::iitﬁem!ofﬁ {he Austro-Hungary With mining company officials, mine in-
late in Wilkes-Barre, and a dele-|Spectors, attoineys, members of the
;:rtxl!:n of officials of the Mine Workers' | United Mine Workers and others, Seat-
GRloa; ed at onc of the tables were Col. R, A.
The friends of the dcad men, the!Phillips, general manager of the D, L.
Austrian consular representative, the! & W. Coal company, and C, I, Tobey,
union officials and others are comenﬂ-lz&mral superintendent for the sameo
ing that the accident happened because | company. Close at hand were District
‘the carriage was rotten. The company | Syperintendent Walter Reese, Assistang
s declare that a box of d¥na- Djstrict Superintendent Harry Harris
official 4 3 \
mite dropped by one of the VICtims jsscistant District Superintendent Dayis
caused an explosion that tore t.he ﬂ_°°" Llovd. of District No. 2, and Assistane! |
out of the carriage. The C_°l°“e'th" Superintendent William Watkins, Fore. ||
holding the inguest to clear “ip f man Sydney Baker, of the Tripp shaft,
mystery surrounding  the circum | Foreman John H. Powell, of the Dia-
stances, 1mond shaft: Headmen James Gallagher
Ludwig Garscia, the 00:15“;‘; stitl'::n and Joseph Merrett and Engineer Frank
tary, has a mass of 5?“‘":“ the jury, | Gilroy, who handled the engine when
fyom witnesses, to preseit 1o : .| the accident occurred were inside the
. He is appearing in the CH!(‘:, ﬁ;l‘ ,1:: R YR H Al Akt o)
rvivors of John Pazley, or Paslai, : \ ; {€trict. Prest-
T‘u:trun gubject, and the man said by At another tgblc was District Prest
A any officials to have dropped dent John T. Dempsey, of the United|
:;m gg'::mlte One of the statements|Mine Workers and Board Members
the k - | Yannis, Fowler and Steve Reap, attor-
as is that of Martin Bo ! Cap,
l,h”km:;:rion survivor, who clung to|ney Roger Devers, of Wilkes-Earre, rep.
ISR s companions | resenting the United Mine ' orkers, as
a thin iron brace, while his comp ; :
7 falling to death. chiet of their legal department was at
b 1k PR vivor the same table, District Attorney Maxey
Stery o il il | W3S also in consultation with other
Bolinsky declares there was “,I?l CXDI0° ) jawyers and seated about were Attor-
sion, the consulate man Says. 16 SUT"ineys M. J. Martin, M. A. McGinley, F.
vivor goes farther, accorﬂrins to dl de “1: r:; M. Walsh, James Bell, William Fitz-
ment be made to Mr. Garsc ntan an:csome i gerald, Daniel Reese and J. H. Oliver,
that “that carriage was rotten and the latter two representing the D. L.
of the men at 'i-h’- °°“:er5 g:‘e::)&:n why 1 & W. Coal company in whose mina
“If the carriage was 1 dio 5 7
Tra e accident occurred. The other at-
did the cokmpany t'!“."u;:““{?fuf;f. ::;3]5 torneys represented different families
af! the: broken, .posie, of the deceased, and Mr. Maxey the

oy done with the
Eu:;li :l:l;:tnl‘::eoé"’.‘ey'rhere was no ex- |commonwealth in the event that there
&ﬁ.mn' on that carriage. Maybe some|was anything of a criminal nature re-

dynamite might have exzloded at the bot- vealed in the inquest.
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