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ers were still missing at a late hour
Tuesday night, as the result of an ex-
plosion Tuesday afternoon In th
Alabama Fuel and Iron Uompny‘a
mum.smm-.m The

ota of men employed in Mine
No 2 18 70, but the exact number at
work when the explosion occurred 1s

not certain, hile officoals would
make no estimate of the number of
men in the mine, miners at work near
the scene of the disaster insisted that
at least twenty men must have been
cut off by the explosion. Some esti-
mates ran as high as forty. It was
said, however, that the number cer-
tainly would not exceed this figure,
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the seventy men usually employed in
the mine did not go to work Tues-
day,

The cause of the explosion has not
been learned. That many of those
entombed were killed by its force
seems certaln, as two men working
near the surface at the time were
blown several feet from the mine en-
trance, Officials of the mine, accom-
panied by rescue workers and sur-
geons, were hurriedly sent from Bir-
mingham, and every effort was made
to reach the entombed men, - Mine
No. 2, which is known as Acton mine,

|1s comparatively new, and is one of
; ‘the ‘most productive In this district.

ficials of the company said that all
equipment was first class, ‘

Acton Mine No, 2 is 24 mlles south
of Birmingham on the Acton branch
of the Loulsville and Nashville rail-
road, six miles from Helena, in Shel-|
by county. The mine has a tingle
track slope and used an 15-foot fen
with the split air system. J. G. Steele
is superintendent of
bran

It has a daily output of 300 tons. Of-
|
|
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