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73 MEN ENTOMBED BY EXPLOSION IN WEST VA. MINE
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JED

MINE DISASTER'

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE L) L

is owned by the company also.

The State's Inspectors, Arthur |

| the work of drawing out the after-
| damp is Begun. .

U. 8. Sends Expert Aid |
| The Government Bureau of
|Mines was notified and three|
crews of helmet men were started
at once on the special trains,

The Government crews are in|
‘chargn of Mining Enginesr Rice, |
of the Bureau of Mines, who came
from Washington, and Assistant
Engineer G. H. Dike, who hurried
here from Pittsburg.

The car is equipped with oxy-
gen tanks, from which air is
pumped into the helmets worn by
the rescuers, The rescue crew also
carries a supply of canary birds.
which are used to test the quality
of the air in the mine as the res-
cuers advance. If a bird dies in
the mine the rescuers know that
it is not safe to advance farther,
| One Slight Hope
Il The one hope is that the im-
prisoned men may be able to
throw up brattices to protect them
agalnst the advance of the pol-
soned air, But most often the
damp moves go quickly that it
overtakes the miners even while
they are barricading themselves.

There were numerous signs
found of futile efforts to build
brattices against the damp by the
rescuers in the Briceville mine,
Five men were found alive in this
mine. They had been able to build
a barricade. Two other men who
had escaped instant death deserted
the party of five in the last hours
of their imprisonment, and per-
ished after wandering through the
mine entries in search of an out-
let to the open air.

Three Saved at Brink

Three men who came out of the
Jed mine alive this morning were
saved by the fact that they had
just started down into the shaft
of the mine when the explosion oc-
curred, They were hastily pulled
up.

=fater 10 others were pulled up
and one body was recoyered.

The entire output of the Jed
mipe is taken by the U, S. Steel
Corporation. Most of the coal is
shipped over the N. & W. Rail-
road to Marion, Ind.

The Jed mine employed negro
and white miners,

The Jed mine is in the heart of
the pocahontas field, one of the
largest soft coal-producing sec-
tions in the United States. It Is
surrounded by scores of other
mines employing thousands of
men.

thing terrible had happened. The blast shook the little village
and rocked the mean )ittle shacke that the company provides the
miners to live in. The little school was Just filling up. The school

The children rushed Into the road and toward the mine.
AWFUL ANGUISH SETTLES OVER ALL
Soon the mouth of the mine was surrounded by the wives and

t
their babies. They were driven back to the hills and from there :‘
looked down into the black hole with its awful mystery. Some |j
prayed, kneeling on the muddy earth, with their bables in their |{
arms. Others were made dumb by grief. Little children, too young |\
to understand, played with light hearts.

And the bell of the little frame church (also company-owned) ‘
tolled the dirge. i
TRAGIC NEWS SPREAD BY BELLS ‘l

| And the sound of it was carried to other churches in other |

| camps, so that there was a tolling throughout the valley, calling |3
miners from their work to help in the task of rescue. [

And the digging has been begun in the little church yard. The |}

| church vard is somewhat crowded already, but wherever there Is |

| a vacant spot there a grave is being dug. 1‘

| The cofling are coming—coffing are among the first requisites ‘1

| of & mining disaster ordered. 1

[ Mitchell, Patrick Grady and wm. | I
| Nicholson, have arrived. There Is

litile for them to do until the im- :
| provised fan is put in place and

ROBS CONSUER,
BOARDREPORTS

By United Press.

WASHINGTON, March 26.—|
A recommendation for downward
revision of cotton duties and a
demand for further funds for the |
Tarlfl Board were contained in a|f
message sent to Congress m(lny"
by Presldent Taft, transmitting
the board's report on cotton. |

The message was a vigorous de-
fense of the Tariff Board and a
demand for an emergency :Lp;u-n-l
priation of $20,000 a month Iul'l
the board to continue its work.

In the House the Democrats
have determined all appropria-
tions for the board will be cut off, |
and the President’'s message was
the opening gun In the fight for
its existence. |

Omits Labor Element ‘.

The report itself was a detail-
ed discussion of conditions in the
cotton industry here and abroad,
but the labor element of cotton
production recelved scant atten-
tion. The conclusions reached by |
the hoard were: |

“On account of the different
mill methods in this country, the
labor cost of weaving on a large |
variety of plain fabries of wlde|
consumption is reduced below the
foreign cost. The Amerlcan in-
dustry supplies practically the
whole consumption,

“Mill prices are in many casgs
as low in this country as in the
world's market. Where higher
they are rarely higher by any-
thing like the whole amount of
the duty.

Consumer Pays More

“The effect of the present tariff,
then, is mot so much to add the
duty of the manufacturers' price
as to secure him the American

market and to prevent the com-
petition of the foreign manufac-
turer. R
“The American consumer Days
a decidedly higher retail price
than the European consumer, even
in the case of fabrics on which the
cost of production and the mill
price are as low here as there."
This “cost of distribution” is
blamed by the report for exorbi-
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