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. inspectorshft@a Broken Wire | .

Juystery as ever, although the five

Ignneg Coal Dust, Following ' »
Fall, But Are Not Sure.

B e e
MAKE FURTHER (NVESTIGATION T00AY

Inquest Held Yesterday Throws No
Light on Cause of Thursday's
Explosion.

DINGS OF THE JUItY

The cause of the explosion that
brought death to eight winers at
Adrian last Thursday is as much a |

mine inspectors who on Monday
made a thorough examination of the
mine, concur in their belief that a
broken wire wrought the initial
damage.

The inspectors had formed no
definite conclusion after their in-
spection of Monday last and had
only partially formulated their re-
port, believing that the truth of the
mystery might come to light ut the
inquest.

Twenty witnesses were examined
at the inquest yesterday and it took
from % o'clock in the morning until
4:30 p. m. to  accomplish the ex-
aminations. The twenty men exam-
ined were those who had worked in
that part of the mine in which the
explosion had oceurred, and several
of them were in that immediate vi-
cinity when the explosion took place.
Each and every man who testified
could throw utterly no light on the
cause of the explosion. Every wit-
ness also testitied 1o the fact that
gas in the Adrian mine was an un-
known quantity and that they had | ;
never eneountered it. Many of the
witnesses had been emploved in th(-'
wine for years,

The night previous (0 the ex-
plosion two men had been working

In that seetion of the mine In whieh |,

the explosion oce timbering
several rooms. TI ified to the
sﬂect that upon th leaving at|
3 o'clock the eleciric switch was |
open.  This somewhat unsettied the
opinfon formed by the Inspectors,
who admit that they are at loss for
a definite cause, but believe that the
explesion occurred. net through the
ignitidn of gas but of coal dust.
They believe that a fall of rock oec-
eurred shortly before & o'clock a. m.
Thursday, that the fail broke the
electrie  wire and that the switeh
wag  closed, the wire as n result
sending off sparks that ignited the
dust following the fall and causing
the explosion. The men whe tim-
bered the night previous to the ex-
plosion left the mine at 3 a. m. and
the inspectors believe that elther
they were mistaken concerning the
open switch or that it in some man-
ner became closed after thelr de-
parture from the mine.

Separate inquisitions were held on
the deaths of Sosnowoski and De-|
Achns, and the six Italians. In the
case of the two former the coron-|
er's jury came to the following con- |
clusion: i

“And now we find that Paul Sos-|
nowoski and Michael De Achns came
to their death on November 9 be-
tween the hours of § and 7 p. m. in|
the Adrian mine, Young township.
Jefferson county, death being due to
injuries. the result of an explosion, |
of which from evidence submitted
we are unable to  determine the
cause.” |

And in the case of the six Italians,

!(-rjlhuu. in its power to

cbo following conclusion was

“And now we find that Sllvg
e, Alfonzo Bol

Terrezzi, , Lewis Sacco,, !ln-rr.g

Scarpino, Lelor, Saxrato, came to

| death In the Adrian mine, Young -

township, Jefferson county, on No-
vember 9, 1911, between the hours
of 6 and 11 a. m., death being due
to carbon mounoxide poisoning, fol-
lowing an explosion, which from the
evidence submitted we are unable
to determine the cause.”

The jury consisted of C. R. Stev-
enson,  Hector Campbell, Sr., John
Kenniberg, . Beveridge, Hector
Campbell, Jr., J. Davis. The fngd-
ings were also signed by Dr. J. C.
Sayres, of Reynoldsville, coroner.

The inspectors, Messrs. Phillip.
Furniss, Mnithews, Lowther and
Knapper, are today making a furth-
er investigation of the cause of the
explosion and thelr report will
probably be formulated and sub-
mitted to the Burean of Mines to-
morrow. N

CHGIED PUCKERS 10 BF
PAGED O AL WOk

Eizht Years Since First Procesdings
Were Started Azainst Beel

Baror

CHICAGO. I, v. 16.~~Chicago
packers, under indietment for alleged
violation of the eriminal provisions
of the Sherman anti-trust act in the
alleged maintenance of mi “‘nareas-
onable” conspiracy to restrain the
meat industry of the country, will be
placed on {rial before Judge George
A Carpenter in the United Staie dis-
trict eourt in this elly next Monday.
A speeial venire of 15 men hus been
ordered to report on that day, and it
is expacted the trial will procced
without further delay. ©
Prosecutors for the department of

Jusilee tind the great eorps of attor-

neve for the defense are planning the
ttest legal battle ever waged [
conrt. 1t is estimared thar
will take at lenst three

From the standpoint of the depars
ment of justice the case will break ail
records in volume of testimony. Al-
hundred witnesses have
ed.  The majority of
the witnesses to be called are retall
and wholesale meat dealers, former
officials of Chicazo packing compan
ies and out-of-town packers. Many
already have given evidance before
the federal grand juiy which retoru-
wd the true

Bight years have olapsed sinee the |
government fivs started procesding
zainst the alleged “heef (rust
was fn 1903 that the first indictmeni~
were returned and in Deeember of
that yvear (e cases were called
trinl and postponed. Delay follow-
ed  delay uatil, In 1800,

Finﬂ Homes For Children
of Adrian Mine Victims

Mrs. J. B, Stewart, of Brookville,
president ot the Children's Aid So-
ciety of Jeflerson county, this morp
ing stated to & representative of
Spirit that thé soclety would

secure
e Adrian
e mothers
shed It Mre
Stewart stated that the sociely
would ||||Iu‘ @ cash coutribution to
the rellef fund

homes for thelorphans of,
mine victims,
the ehildr
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