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LEIGLER COAL MINE
AGAIN A VAST TOMB

Nineteen Men Killed There as
the Result of a Mysterious
: Explosion.

DEATH ROLL MAY INCREASE

Former Disaster in Same Shaft
Is Reoalled.

,

Benton. 111, Jan. 10 —Nineteen men
are known to have lost their lives in
the famous mine of the Zeigler Coal
company. at Zeigler, in this county.
shortly after midnight as the result of
a mysteérious explosion. The Zeigler
mine had been closed Por several
weeks on account of a serfous fire

when Joseph Leiter, prestdept of the
Zeigler Coal company, came down
from Chicago with his bride and took

charge of the work of extinguishing
the flames that threatened the de-

| struction of the valuable property, So

effective was the work of Mr. Leiter
and his expert fire fi @iters that the
fire was confined and sealed In a
 small portion of the workings and the
idebris was cleared away and every-
thing placed in conditlon to resume
|operations,

' A small quantity was hoisted yes-

I!erday and It was the Intention of
(the management to put on the usual
foree of miners during the coming
week,

The night shift of .men, twenty or
twenty-zix in number, went into the
mine at midnight and had been down
there but a short élm" when the ex-
plodlon  occurred.™ () this numbr
twenty-one have been recovered, n'ne=
teen of whom were dead, The other
two are alive, one of the number be-
Ing in apparent good shape, whilo
the second ig In a rather gerious con-
dition,

in the working places early this month
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THEIR FATE NO KNOWN.
The remainder of ‘the men have not
vet been found, and it is not known
whether they are dead or allve Those

are Omas Wallace. Jo i h

ke
e ohn tt an

Ta.te. Jnmol H ” 2 J

this n umbpr dnly ﬂm are m-
mm or Franklin county. These are
Puckett and Smothers, ro\w th
others are negroes, while -
der were foreigners. Th
are badly burned, making rec
difficult.

Coroner Dye, of Christogder, was
summoned and held an Infuest over
the hodles of the ninetee
hearing the aviatnce adj
aken until 8 o’cinck to
the coroner's jury is.
turn its verdiet.

The explosion {s the most remark-
able that ever occurred in the Frank-
lin conl field, In that the ax logion
wae neither heard nor félt by the res-
idents’ of Zelgler, and the (i. nly warn-
ing that anything w elow had
happened was & sm ult of black
smoke emerging from the mine shaft.
Woilen this was seen the engineer
summoned assistance and men were
sent down when it wu.uqqnd that
an explosion had occurr the
work of rescuing the boﬁln wWaSs be-

guan.
ASKIST IN RESCLE WORK
Mr. and Mrs. Leiter are still In Zeligler
and shave been buslly eugaged throughout
the day In the rercue work and attending
the injured. Mr, Lelter says he has no idea
of the cause and that it Is one of the mys-
(teries yet (o be molved. The interlor of
uho mine was not dlml?'. nelther any
'of the t waorks and there {a scarcoly any
trm of the eup!rlon which proved so desd-
"ty in il'not to men who were working
Jb.h"- The cmw theory advanced br ﬂm
miners and experienced mining men .of
oltr Is t iﬂt the working pl umh wmah
been confine the fi
ud nno!ud a  quantity or bl daup

‘l'lu z«lnor mine. which & sna of :ho
very best equipped and most modern in
state. has had a spectacurar career It was
opeaed in 1908 and two years Iater a strike
was declarsad by & miners’ union and many
oxciting scenes were experienced durl ﬂn
Inﬂowinl' two and a hall years 1In ih
&

1906, a terrific explosion oeccurred ln

the llver of fifty-one men were

the mine badly wrecked and nm"d idle

Uar several weeks After that disas the

mine was operated without ex

iucldoau until the last night's exp
.___—“——-—-—-—

who have been brought from the m'ne |
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