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s Stili Below And May Have|
Perished Too.

EXPLUSION A MYSTERIOUS

©f The Mine On Fire, But
‘Was Sealed Up—Leiter And

Dispatch to the Baltimore Sun.]
ton, I1l., Jan. 10.—Nineteen men are
n to have heen killed in the mine of
Zelgler Coal Company, at Zeigler,
tly after mldnight this morning by a

Ay . came with his bride, formerly Miss
¥ tte Willlams, of Washington, and took
“charge of the work of extinguishing the
nes. So effective was the work of Mr.
r and his expert assistants that the
was confined and sealed ifn a small
fon of the workings. The debris was
_ eleared away and everything put in condl-
_.tion to resume operations.
A small quantity of coal was holsted
terday, and it was the intention of the
magement to put on tha unsual force of
the coming week. The night shift
. 25 or 26 in number, went into the
mine at midnight and had been down but
short time when an exploslon occurred.
this number 21 have been gotten out, of
whom 19 were dead and 2 alive, one being
ppparently little hurt. The second is in a
'serfous condition. The other men bLave

ames Phillips,
Smothers and Puckett were natives of
Frapklin county. Four were negroes and
pa others foreigners. Their bodies are
"badly burned, making recognition difficult.
moroner Dye, of Christopher, held an in-
quest. After hearing the evidence he took
an adjournment until 9 o'clock tomorrow,
' when the jury Is expected to return its
~werdiet. j

Joseph Husband, an intimate friend of
* Lelter, and his guest at Zelgler, was over-
come by the gases in attempting to re-
“cover the bodies, and it was with consid-
erable dificulty he was revived. Mr. Lel-
ter was much affected by the loss of life,
and labored unceasingly all day with the
“relief party.

The explosion was remarkable In that It
was not heard or felt by the residents of
Zeigler. The only warning that ar;i“ing
had happened was a small gust o1 black
‘smoke emerging from the __sluxt. The en-

the

A
rescuting party was sent down and the
. takng out of bodies was begun.
© Mr. and Mrs. Leiter are still in Zelgler
and have been engaged throughout the day
assisting in the rescue work and attend-
_ing the injured. Mr. Leiter denies a report
. that he contemplates closing the Zelgler

mine or retiring from the management.
3 of the explosi he says it is
one of the mysteries yet unsolved,
©  The interior of the mine was not dam-
. mgzed nor were the top works and there is
gcarcely any trace of the explosion, which
proved so deadly to the men working be-
{ low. The theory advanced by the miners

and experienced mining men of this clty
- Is that the working places, which had been
. sealed to confine the fire, had broken and
allowed a guantity of black damp to es-
“cape. It is asserted that bad the explosion
‘occurred from other sources it would be
easily discernible,
 The Zeigler mine, which 1s one of the
very best equlpped and most modern in
the State, has had a spectacular career.
. It was opened in 1803 and two years later
a etrike was declared by a miners’' union
and many exciting scenes were experienced
n the following two and a half years. In
‘April, 1905, a terrific explosion occurred,
fn which the llves of 51 men were lost and
‘the mine badly wrecked and rendered idle
T several weeks. After that disaster the
“mine was operated without extraordinary
celdents until last night.
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- ““Joe’ Leiter’s Hard Luck.
" [Special Dispatch to the Baltimore Sun.]
Chiecago, Jan. 10.—Ths explosion in the
- Zeigler mine this morning is the latest of
A series of troubles that have piled on
- Joseph Leiter since he tried to corner the
wheat market in 1897 and falled. His pe-
cuniary losses at that time are estimated
~ at from §9,000,000 to $11,000,000.
- Mr. Leiter founded the town of Zeigler
~ in 1901, built all the houses and so worded
the leases that he became the autocrat
‘of the place. He bought the most expenslve
mining machinery ever installed in the
. ‘West, and started under fine auspices to
~mine a 10-foot vein of coal under a 7,000-
. acre tract which he owns.
~ Snecess was notable till 1904, when a
. strike took place ahd bitter hostility be-
- tween Lelter and the union miners ensued.
Leiter barricaded Zeigler and placed armed
- men from Chicago to guard his property.
‘He decreed the minegs should thereafter
be worked with nonunion labor, and won
a victory over the unions.
- In 1205 a mine explosion resulted in the
death of many men. This was an expen-,
_sive disaster for Mr. Leiter, but it did not |
. take the heart out of him. He resumed -
operatlons, and a few weeks ago a fire !
broke out in the mines which threatened
for a long time utter destruction. Under
 Mr. Leiter’s leadership the flames finally
were conquered, or at least conflned, and
“just as matters were shaping up for a
- new lease on industrial life at Zeigler the

accident of this morn!ng eccurred,
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