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MINE DUST CAUSED
WEHRUM EXPLOSION

IS THE VERDICT OF CORONER'S
JURY AT INQUREST.

S i

Bolieved That Inflamable Materinl |
Was Ignited by Dyl||l1llltcf-iln5[lec- .
tors Make ITmportant Recommenda
tions to Prevent Future Accidents |
‘in Locl Coiil Workings

The coroner's jury investigating |
the mine disaster of June 23 at Weh-
rum, returned a verdict on Triday
that the explogion resulted from n
charge of dynamite Igniting mine
dust. )

This was in accordance with the
report submitted by the State mine |
inspectors. The jurors were of the
opinion that the explosion would have |
penetrated to every part of the mine ||
had not the dust bheen wet in some
places. L

Coroner James 8. Hammers, of
town, began the Investigation of the |

CORONER JAMES 8. HAMMERS.
* Who conducted the ingquest

at Wehrum.
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accident on Thursday afternoon and
.closed It Friday morning. Gen.
Harry White represented the Lack-
awana Coal & Coke Co., in the ab-
gence of the company's afttorney,
John A. Scott, Ten of the jurors
were the mine Inspectors summoned
to Wehrum after the explosion.
Among the .witnesses examined by
Coroner Hammers and his assistant,
District Mine Inspector Josiah Wil-
ltams, of Altoona, were mine inspec-
tors from Cambria, Clearfleld, West-
moreland and Fayette counties, who
had visited the mine; the survivors
of the accident, several of whom
had recently heen dlscharged from
the Spangler hospital; Supt. W, N.
Johnston and others: ' b

. -Recommendations of vital interest
and importance to operators and min- |
erg in this district were made by the
mine . inspectors in their report to
Coroner Hammers. A portion of the
report follows:

- We deem it our duty to offer the
‘following: recommendations in order
to better secure the lives, health and
safety and welfare of persons employ-
ed in Lackawgnna No. 4 mine, oper-
ated by the Lackawanna Coal & Coke
Company:

Mret—That none but permissible
exploslves be used for the purpose of
blasting coal pr other material in Lthe
mine, such as have passed the govern-
ment test and are noted on the per-
missible list.

Second—That the mine be kept as
freo*as practicable from dust, and If
necepsary to prevent any dangerous
accumulations of dust from floating
in the atmosphere, that the dust be
tharoughly, watered and kept wet,

. Third—The exclusive use of non-
combustible material for stomming
all shot holes,

Fourth—That extreme cautlon he
exerclsed In basting and handling ex-
plosives.

Fifth—That no shot be lald deeper
than the undercutting,

Bixth—That safety lampg be used
when and where directed by law,

Seventh—That rigid discipline be
onforced and maintalned at all times.

Bighth—The employment of a suf-
fielent number of fire hosses to ex-
amine every working place without
exceptions and all roadways Immedi~'
ately after each shift.

Ninth—That these recommedations
apply not only to Lackawanna No, 4
mine of the Lackawanna Coal & Coke
Company but to all other minea of
slmilar conditions. :
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