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PREPARE TO OPEN
VST SEPULCHRE

Mine at Cherry Wherein 200
Bodies Have Lain Since
Nov, 13 to Be Searched.

GRUESOME SIGHT EXPECTED

Reiatives Protest Against De-
stroving Bodies and Demand
Christian Burial,

[BY AssociaTED PRESE T0 GAZPTTR TiMES. ]

CHERRY, ILL., Jan. 30.—The littie coal
mining town of Cherry is stesling itself
te undergo the ordeal of exhumation that
is expected this week following the prom-
ised unsealing tomerrow or Tuesday of
the St, Paul mine, in which the bodies of
‘more than 200 coal miners have been en-
tombed since November 13, when fire
caused the death of some I3 men. %

‘A snowstorm s plowins and the oxygen
helinet inen have not arrived from the
University of Illinols, s¢ the prospects to-
night are that the lid which has kept the
mine closed for two months will not be
pried off the shaft mouth before Tuesday.
A® it is not certain that the fire in the
mine Is  extinguished, nothi definite
towards the recovery of the bodles will be
pianned until experts protected with oxy-
gen helmets have explored the shaft.

1t conditions are propiticus the fan will
he started to suck in fresh air. Aiso any
smouidering fire will have ro be extin-
guished and 2,000,000 gallons of water
pumped from the third level.

1t is thought that about 4 bodies are
floating on this water in the bottom of
the mine and around 200 otlier corpses, it
is estimated, are huddled in the second
lavel. The condition of the bodies is caus-
fng a8 much concern as are the engineer-
ing problems attendant on uncapping the

mina. It has been suggested that much |
gruesomeness could be avoided by de- |
str the cadavers in the mine gal- |

leries with chemiecals. This propesal, un-
officially made, has met with bitter oppo-
gition from the widows, mothers and
chiidren of the dead miners. They plead
titat ai! they rMow hope for !s to look once
more on the form of a beloved relative, to
give that body a Christiap burial and to
recover some persgnal token.

Tentative arrangements are In progress
for burials. Men have been engaged to
dig & row of graves nearly a guarier of a
mile long.
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