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CHERRY MINE
T0 BE OPENED

Removal of Bodies of 200
Victims to Be Made (
| This Week.

Cherry, 111, Jan 31.—Nearly every|
woman in Cherry is drawing her heart
‘.~1rmu.~ tight to undergo tie orde
:r-\hulmmn“ of bodies that is expec
this week, following the promised un ‘
sealing, today or Tuesday of the St
Paul mine More than 200 coul min
ers have lain entombed there since
NGv when fire éansed the death of
SGMe ) men |

No attempt wiil bhe made until to-|
morrow to reach the bodles of the!
men enfombed. It had been planned
to unseal the mine today, but the non. |
| arrival of experts with oxygen hel
mets who will enter the mine as 8oop |
| a8 it is opened caused the postpone-
ment of the work. |

As it is not certain that the fire in
| the mine is extinguished, nothing|
| definite towar] the recovery of the
Ii bodies wil] be planned until the ex
purts have explored the shaft,

Fan to Start Again. |

I If conditions prove propitious, the
|

(

fun will be started to suck in fresh |
alr Any smoldering fire will have to
| be extingoished and 2,000,000 gallons |
jof water pumped from the thirg level,
It is thought that about 40 bodles
fl are floating on this water in the bot-
| tom of the mine.  Upward of 200 oth-|
| er corpses are sald to be huddled in
the second leve |
|  The condition of the bodies is CAus.
Iing as much concern as are the en-
| gineering problems attendant on the
:l:lu‘llllll“‘l': of the mine and the clean
Jing of the debris from the subierrane
AN passages. It has heen suggested
iII‘.nl much of the grewsomeness of the
| gituation conld be avoided by destroy
ing the bodies ip the mine gullevies
with chemica's
Widows Opoose Plan, |
This proposal, unofficlally made, hag '
met with bitter opposition from the
| widows, mothers and children of the
!dr ad miners. They insist that they
| be allowed to look once more on the |
form of a beloved relative, to give,
that body a Christian burial and to re.!
cover some pergonal token of the de-|
codent, such as o walch of u ring, Il"

posgible,

With grief so long drawn ont, the
fwomen of Cherry are stofeally ||wnlf-f
ing the last ordeal. Tentative ar-|
) rangements are already In progress |
' for funerals and burfals.  Men have|
| been engaged to dig a row of graves
|nearly a quarter of a mile long.
| W. W. Taylor, manager of the St.
| Paul Mine company, does not  offer
! miueh hope that the mine will be emp-
tied of its dead before the end of the |
[\A‘N'l\‘_ ag much preliminary work must |
L e performed, It is even possible|
| that the fire might break out afresh |
Land force the resesling of the mine for |
'another long period.  Tests made last |
| Week for fire and gases, however, llli“—:
| ceted that the work of clearing the
mine conld go forw
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