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berdly be understood by those who
op« acqualnted wih the coal ndus-
ey,

mine inspeciors, the ming In-
apéclor and that of Mr. J. W. Paul,
xcirief r, Are anx-

possib'e on this recent explosion
These reports wili not be made pub-
e for several days at least.
‘CONDITIONS AT LICK BRANCH
It » sald that the conditions al

This mests in

on January 14ih to complets s re-
purt %o ‘the legislature and it is ox-
peclad that witnesses wil be sum-
moned befora the comm dtee to tell
what they know of the condions
/n that f°ld. Senator T. P. Gartlan
of Wood county s cha‘rman of “he
'nvestigaling committae,

WHAT SOMBE CLAIM.

The min'ng laws were not observ.
&) »t the Lick Branoh mine, it ‘s
sald by some who are sald to be in-
timate with the conditions at “he
w.me. The mine was & modal m/pe
cnly for large production and sma |
et of product'on, Lthey assert. Th~
aicenslvs use of powder, whih I
snd (b bs mainly responwbls for
the explosion, was notierable st th
mine. BShooting off the solid 's sa'd
to bava Tesn practiced whle In the
mine, vast quantites of powdor
were found In ho'es drilled Into the
coal,

The genaral condition of the m'ns
the dangerous practices observe!
and ¢he causes of the ewplos'on can
all be brought ou” by the m'ning ‘n-
veligating commities and It Is ex-
Lromely Wkely that a swseping in.
vatigation wkl be demanded of that
body.

1908 Lick Branch Mine explosion dec
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