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Canse Not Known,
The couse of the explosion Is un-
known, but it wus of such
force that It wa

antd
sent hun rying to the shafts
to ald Ip 4 = work

o Inapoet Phillips, Henry,
r and Grady were also hurried
| wmed cliarge of
the rescne work, which was kept op
al! night and is sUll In progress,

o far, the maln part of the
wine las been explored and besides
ol y-two whe buve boen taken
from the mine, either dead or alive,
from sixty to 100 till thought to
b Imprisouncd and for whom all hope

making
work of resc comparatively safe
Ordinarily, 400 mon are  cmployed

but a large number of these had gone
off work just before the explosion
oceurred

Other Bodies Ree

Up to 11 o'clock seven bodies
Lave been removed from the ming
two hrothers, Webber by name, be-
fug the last removed.  Fifteen o4
caped by crawling out, two of w mln
may die.

Five more bodles were taken from
the Lick Branch wmine, this after-
noon, making a total of twenty-three
dead tha have been removed.

Two men who were taken out
alive will also die of their injurles

All of the pitiful scenes that ac-
company mine disasters are being
reenacted here, and the air has been
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|!ilh‘d with the wails of widows and
'orphans for hours,

Fresh relays of men ave  being

sent into the mine and the coul com-
pany is serving hot coffee and sand-
wiches to all workers at the mouth
of the mine,

Twelve Kunown Deaal,

Bluefield, W. Va, Dec. 30 — It is
known that twelve men are dead and
probably twentyfive more are en-
tombed in the Lick Branch colllery,
owned by the Pocahontas Consolidat
&d Coal company, the largest mining
concern in southwestern West Vir
Rinia, as the result of an explosion,
The men leave the mine after what
I8 known as the “run,” and it is not
known exactly how many were In the
mine at the time (e explosion oo
curred,

Eightsen of the entombed men
have bheen taken from the colliery
alive. They had been stified by the
smoke and ware not injured seriously
enough to make thelr removal to o
hogpital necessary

The management of the property, it
I8 claimed, had provided every devies
known to mining experience and scl
enceé to  ingure safety, and it i«
thought that the trouble originated in
an abandoned but conneciel working
in the western divigion of the mine.

The little town of Switehback, m
which all of the miners who work In
the colllery live, was wild with ex-
citement when the news spread that
an explosion  had taken place, and
from all of the nelghboring collierios
men hurried to the scene to ald in
the work of rescue,
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